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The 82d Inf. an try Division,,' a unit which' spent more consecutive days, under 
fire than any other American Division- in World, tfar-'i and which suffered a total 
of i. P 035 men killed and 6 ,.3.87 other . casualties „ became more than a file card in 
the .War Department on 25 March l9i+2 .when it was reactivated . at Camp Claiborne, 
Louisiana, .With the- 7?th and 90th Divisions, the 82d became one' of the first, 
three "reserve" divisions to be reactivated for service in World War U» 

la World War I the 82d Division had participated in the Lorraine,, St„ Mini el 
and . Msuse-Argonne offensives. Its officer i'anfce had included Major Jonathan M» 
Wainwright, in World -War xl a full general and 'the hero, of B.ATAAN; and Lieutenant 
Colonel John, Co He- Lee;, in World War J,x a Lieutenant 'General and commander of the 
Coimmnications.Zone in the European Theater, Its enlisted ranks included. Sgt« . 
Alvin C,, York, .winner of the Congressional Msdal of Honor and biassed by General 
lershing as. the outstanding. American sold lor of World War X, 

Reactivated as a. triangular -division,,- the 82d' on 25 Iferch included the Divi„ 
s ion Headquarters,. Division Headquarters, Company,. 325th,, 32-6th and 3Z7th Infmtry 
Regiments; Head quarters and. Hsadguarteott Battery, 82d Division Artillery} the 
3l9th P . 320th -321st and 907th Field Artillery battalions;, and the 307th Engineer 
Battalion, 307th. Ifedical -Battalion, 40?th Quartern*; ster Battalion, 82d Reconnais- 
sance Troop, 82d Signal Company,, and 82d Military Iblice Ha toon.' 

Among officers assigned the 82d Infantry' Division upon activation were Major 
General ' Omar N» Bradley, Cojrjmar.id.ing General,, who late:.:' became a full General and, 
In succession, Comander of, -II f Corps P First United S bates Army, and Iwalf th 
United. States Army Group?. Brigadier General Matthew B 3 Ridgy/ay* who succeeded 
General Bradley as Division Colander on 26 June I942 and. later Commanded XVIII 
Corps (Airborne) and was promoted to Lieutenant General;, Brigadier' General Joseph 
M„ Swing, Division Artillery Coicmander and, later commander of tjie 11th Airborne 
Division} Colonel. George W, \1„ Bype, Chief of Staff and later Brigadier- General, 
and Assistant Division Commander ;Of the 86th Infantry Division;/ Colonel. Claudius- 
S c - Ea^ley-p Conana'iider- of the- 325th Infantry* who' later, became a Brigadier General 
and was .killed in action in the jRacific Theater's, Colonel Stuart Cutler, Commander 
of the 326th Infantry, liter promoted to Brigadier General and serving on the 
staff of the First Allied Airborne Army} Lieutenant Colonel Ralph Eaton, Adjutant 
General^ later promoted to the rank of Brigadier General after service as' Chief . 
of Staff, of both the Division and XVIII Corps (Airborne); aril Lieutenant Colonel 
Francis A a March,' 320th Field Artillei-y Battalion Cosmander and later commander ' 
of the 82o. Airborhe Division Artillery* 

'The. Division, setting a now record for speed in its plan otf classifying- and 
assigning recruits to units, underwent training appropriate for ! the various arms 
of a -normal infantry division during the first few months after activation." When 
General Ridgway succeeded General Bradley as Division Commander , Colonel Maxwell 
D. Taylor became Chief, of Staff, Colonel' layl or later became a general officer, 
commanding first the 82d Airborne. Division Artillery and later ithelQlst Airborne 
Division* 



During, the early .summer word Was received that the- 82d was to '.become a moto* 
riaed division- and was to move in.' the fall to Camp Atterbury,' Indiana Jliis' 
plan however was cancelled and- on 15 August '192)2. the 82d Infantry Division' be- 
came the 82d Airborne Division. □>-.; R2d Infantry Division of World War II if e ld 
its first and. only parade on that date* 

The change to airborne .saw-the-82d -split practically in half, one half be 
coming the 82d Airborne- -Division and -the- sifter half the v 10lst Airborne' Division ' 
lh the process- the 82d losfc the 327th Infantry and' two artillery battalions in " 



toto. The 325th and 3S6th regiments each contributed a battalion to form a new 
regiment for the 101 at and most other units contributed approximately one-half o 
their strength to the 101st. (One of the "lost"' battalions, the 2d Battalion, 
401st was attached to the Division in early 1944 and eventually was incorporated 
permanently as the 3d Battalion, 325th) „ 

Following the conversion , the 82d Airborne Division's order of battle in- 
cluded Division Headquarters, Division Headquarters Company, 325th and 326th Gli- 
der Infantry Regiments (each reduced to a two- battalion basis) 504th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment which had been a ctivated only a few months earlier at Fort 
Benningj Georgia, Headquarter and Headquarters Battery, 82d Airborne Division 
Artillery? 319th and 320th Glider Field Artillery Battalions the newly-activated 
376th i&rachute Field Artillery Battalion, the 307th Airborne Engineer Battalion 
with two lettered glider companies and one lettered parachute company the 307th 
Airborne Medical Company., 407th airborne Quartermaster Company- 82d Airborne Sig- 
nal Company, and 82d Airborne Military Police Hatocru The new Table of Organi- 
zation did not provide for a Division reconnaissance element, but personnel re- 
maining with the Division from the former 82d Reconnaissance Troop were formed 
into a provisional platoon-, 

The 80th Airborne Ant i- Aircraft Battalion was activated on 3 September 1942 9 
ana the 782d Airborne Ordnance Maintenance Gompany was activated on 6 October 

Ground training of the Division proceeded at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana .until 
1 October 1942, when the 82d moved to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, for more advan- 
ced ground training in alternation with airborne trailing, A feature of the move 
saw both the 82d and 101st Airborne Divisions send advance parties sf approxi- 
mately 250 men and officers each to Fort Bragg by air, the largest movement of 
American military personnel by air up to that time e 

A further change in the organization of the Division was effected" on 1? 
Februdry, .1943, when the 326th Glider Infantry was withdrawn from the Division 
and the 505th Parachute Infantry and 45,6th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion 
were assigned,, To complete this change to two-thirds parachute combat; strength, 
Company B of . the 30?-ch Airborne Engineer Battalion was converted from a glider 
into a parachute unit e 

Meanwhile, Brigadier General Joseph 11, a?ing left his post as Division Artil 
lery Commander to become Commanding General of the 11th Airborne Division,, 
Colonel Maxwell D„. Taylor was promoted to Brigadier General and became Divisirn 
Artillery Cdmmandcr Brigadier General William M„ Miley was relieved as Assis- 
tant. Di vis ion Commander of the 82d and became Commanding General of the 17th Air- 
borne Division Colonel Charles L s Keerans s J"r 6? Chief of Staff of the 101st 
Airborne Division, was promoted to Brigadier General and became Assistant Divi- 
sion Commander of the 82d Airborne Division. (General Keerans later waa listed 
as missing in action when his plane did not return from a flight to observe the 
504th Parachute Combat Teasrs drop into Sicily,) 

All parachute maintenance personnel were combined into a provisional Jara- 
chute Maintenance Company 

Alerted for overseas mdvement. the 82d Airborne- Division began its departure 
from Fort Bragg,. Worth Carolina ,on 17 April I943 e The Division staged at Camp 
Edwards. Massachusetts.,, from 21 to 2? April I943 and departed for the New York 
Port of Embarkation^ The 82d Airborne Division sailed from Staten Island early 
on the morning of 29 April 1943, tims becoming the first American Airborne Divi- 
sion to sail overseas.,, 

The Division landed at Casablanca on 10 May, 1943, marshalled' at Camp Don B« 
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Passage near that city, and began a move to the vicinity of Oudja t French Morocco 
and Marnia, Algiera.- on 13 iMay ."-943'? Here the Division bivouacked as aombat team 
with the 325' tl1 Glider Combat learn, 80th Airborne Jin ti- Aircraft Battalion, and 
320th Glider Field Artillery Battalions Rationed at i/hrnia and the remainder of 
the Division stationed near the Oudja airpor.t. 

A Division planning room was established in the gendarmerie building of Oudj 
(popularly known as the "Pentagon" building), and here plans were worked out for 
the Division's first combat mission, Operation " HUSKY" or the Invasion of Sicily 
(Code name: HORRIFIED). 

In tho Oudja area Division, parades were given for Lieutenant General Murk 
Clark, Fifth Army Commander; Lieutenant General George Patton, Commander of I 
Armored Corps; and. Major" General Omar Bradley, Commander of II Infantry Corps. 
The Division's first airborne review, which included a ground parade, a battalior: 
parachute drop and an exhibition glider landing, also was 'given for the Governor 
of Spanish Morocco* 



Preceded by small advance parties, the Division on 24 June 1943 > began move- 
ment by truck, train, plane and glider from its dusty camps amid the ;7heat fields 
of French Morocco, to the cactus-hedged areas of Tunisia in the vicinity of Kai- 
rouan. Troops were camped near their proposed takeoff airfields, as a result, 
regiments and other units were scattered, each regiment having headquarters ap- 
#Pproximately 25 miles from Division Headquarters and some regiments being some 
50 road miles apart. Division Lhad quarters and Headquarters of the j?2d Troop 
Carrier Wing were established in adjacent almond orchards* Ten takeoff fields 
were to be used. 



The Invasion of Sicily began en the windy night of 9 July 1943,. when Colonel.. 
James 14 Gavin, later to become assistant division commander and division comman- 
der, led his 505"th Parachute Combat Team in its drop into Sicily, 

Unit commanders and staff officers at this time were as follows; 



Command ing General 

Assistant Coir&anding General 

Division Artillery Commander 

Chief of Staff 

G-l 

G-2 

G-3 
G-4 



Adjutant 



General 
Officer 



Chemical 
Chaplain 
Finance Officer 
Headquarters Commandant 
Ins pet or General 
■Judge Advocate General 
Ordnance Officer 
Provost Ijarshal 
Quartermaster 
Signal Officer 
Surgeon 

Special Service Officer 
CO, 325th Glider Infantry 
CO, 504tk Parachute Infantry 
CO, 5Q5th Parachute Infantry 
Executive Officer, Division 
Artillery 



Major General MATTHEW B. RIDGWAY 
Brigadier General CHARLES L. KEERAHS, JR. 
Brigadier General MAXWELL D. TAYLOR 
Colonel RALPH ■ P. EATON 

Lieutenant Colonel FREDERICK M. SC HSLIHAMER 
Lieutenant Colonel GEORGE E. LYNCH 
Lieutenant Colonel RICliiRD K. BOYD 
Lieutenant Colonel ROBERT H. WTjiNECKE 
Lieutenant Colonel RAYMOND M. BR ITT ON 
Lieutenant Colonel JOHN P„ GEIGEH 
Lieutenant Colonel GEORGE L. RIDDLE 
Lieutenant Colonel WJLL3AME. JOHNSON 
Captain WHLLiM 0. SHREVE 
Lieutenant Colonel CHARLES BARRETT 
Lieutenant Colonel CA3Il,iIR D. MOSS 
Lieutenant Colonel JOSHUA FINKEL 
i.hjor WILLIAM P. BO; ©EN 
Lieutenant Colonel JOHN M. IfflERMAN 
Lieutenant Colonel FRANK W. LSDORI'MN 
Lieutenant Colonel W00LC0TT L. ETIENNE 
Wnjor FREDERICK G. IjDCOLLUM 
Colonel EARHY L. LEWIS 
Colonel REUEEX'j H„ TUGKSR 
Colonel JAi.iES M. GaVIN 



Colonel FRANCIS 



LSARCE 
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CO, 319th Glider FA Battalion lieutenant Colonel Y/TLLIAM H. BERT3CB, JR. 
CO, 320th Glider Fa Battalion Lieutenant Colonel BtUL E. WRIGHT 
CO, 80th Airborne Ant.i-Aircraf t 

Battalion Lieutenant Colonel WHITFIELD'' JACK (on DS 

with Div Hq as Asst G~3 
Major RAYMOl© 33. SINGLE-' 
TON (acting) 

CO, 376th Parachute Fa Battalion - Lieutenant Colonel WILBUR M. GRIFFITH 
CO, 436th Parachute PA Battalion Lieutenant Colonel HARRISON HARDEN 
CO, 307th Airborne' Engineer 

Battalion Lieutenant Colonel ROBERT S. BiXMER 

CO- 82d Airborne Signal Company Captain RC3ERT E. FURI&iN 

CO, 307th Airborn© Msdiaal Company Major 1/ILLIfl.M H« HOUSTON 
CO, 407th Airborne Quartermaster 

Company Captain SAMUEL L. MAYS 

CO, 782d Airborne Ordnance 

Company Captain JEFF DAVIS, JR. 

CO, 82d Parachute Ms in te nance 

Company (Frov) Captain ALBERT C. MLR IN 

CO, Division Headquarters Company Captain 1/ ILL LAM C. SHREVE 
CO, Headquarters Battery Division 

Artillery Captain TONY. J. RAIBL 

CO, 82d Airborne Military Police 

Platoon Mijor WILLIAM P. BOWDEN 

CO, Division Reconnaissance 

Platoon (Prov) 1st Lieutenant ROLAND M. HUDSON 
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Hie plan for the Invasion of SICILY provided for landings to be made on the 
south;.* > "ern extremity of the island, with British and Canadian forces on the east 
coast and American forces on the south, coast. .The .American assault forces were to 
consist of the 3rd, lst t and 45th Infantry Di vis ion-s . 4 . with attached units, which, 
weie to land in the LICATA, GELA-, and SAMPIERE vicinities, respectively, and para- 
chute troops from the 82d Airborne Division;, which were to land inland from GELA. 
The remainder of the 82d Airborne Division and the 2nd Armored Division, in Array 
reserve, were to he brought in as quickly as possible. 

The assaulting paratroopers were of the 5Q5"th Combat Team, Reinforced, com- 
manded by Colonel James M. Gavin, and their mission v/as thus stated in Field Order 
#6 issued by the II Corps; 

Land during night. D-l/D in area H and E of GELA, capture and secure 
high ground in that area, Disrupt communi cat ions and movement of re- 

serves dursng night., (§& Be attached to 1st Infantry division .effective H/l 
hours onD-Day* Assist 1st infantry Division in capturing and securing 

landing field at IONTE OLIVO," 

The elements to be employed as part of the 505*& Combat Team, with their com- 
manding officers, were as follows* 

505th fircht. Inf. — Col. James 14 Gavin 

3rd En.,, 504th Prchto Inf. - - — -Lt a Col. Charles Kouns 

456th Irchtc Fa Bn, ~,„„Lt Col, Harrison Harden 

Co* Bo, 307th Abn„ Engr, En.— * — Capt William H# Johnson 

Det, 82d Abn» Signal Co* — '■ ■ -2nd Lt„ Edward Kacyainski 

Det P 307th Abiu "Ifedioal Co. -8/Sgt* Kenneth I. Knott 

Air Support Barty * ____Capt, Jack 14 Bartley 

"BVI fersonnel--- ' _ 1st Lt. .Louis P. Testa" 

The 505th plan, as embodied in its first field order., directed that Regimen- 
tal Headquarters-, the 1st Battalion, and the 2nd Battalion, 505*11, and Batteries 
A and B of the l±56th\ should drop just north of an important road junction about 
seven miles east of GELA, attack and overcome an enemy strong point commanding the 
junction, and def end the junction' against attack* The 3rd Battalion, 4>Q5* h » and 
Battery ; , 456 th, should drop south of the same junction;, and occupy the high 
grcvnd overlooking it, The 3rd Battalion,, 504^h„ should drop south of NISCEMI and 
establish and defend road blocks on the road from NHSCEIH to the souths Each of 
these, elements was to be prepared to assist, the 1st Infantry Division in seizing 
the .KW? 0LI70 Airdrome, Three planes cf troops t , including the Demolition Section, 
were to drop about five mile a further east and prepare the demolition of rail and 
road crossings cf the ACATE River., 

The mission assigned the Division less the 505* & Combat Team was outlined in 
Field Order #1 of Force 343 (Seventh Aaimy) : 

"(a) 82d Airborne Division (-Dets) concentrate rapidly by successive 
air lifts in SXCIIX, by D/7, in eithdr or both the DIMS (45th infantry Divi- 
sion.) or JOSS (3rd Infantry Division) areas, as directed. 

11 (b) 2nd Battalion,,' 509th Bar a chute Infantry, remain in NORTH AFRICA, 
in Force 343 reserve, available for drop missions as directed* 11 
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3h compliance with this order c the Division devised a Movement "Eable (Annex 2 
to Field Order #1), under, which the- 504th Conbat Team,, as a so c end lift, was aler- 
ted for movement the evoning of D-I'ayj o;- f| in. -she evont of negative instructions at 
•that time, the evening of ft/l* or of any day -thereafter., Division Headquarters was 
to constitute a third lift, ready for lacmanant in gliders the evening of D/l, or 
thereafter. The 325th Combat Team and the 80 th Airborne Anti-Aircraft Battalion, 
were to follow by planes and gilders in designated order a 

The 504th Combat ■ Tfiara* under the command of Colonel Reuben H. Tucker, included 
the following units 9 under the command of the officers named; 

504th Brent, X'afc.. (less 3rd Bn„) (2).-**- 'Col, Reuben H. Tucker 

376th Prchto FA Ba.,~. Lt, Col„ Wilbur M. Griffith 

Co. C, 30?th Afe-;, Ehgr. Bn. — Capt. Thomas M. Uight 

The Division Headquarters serial was to include members of the general and 
special 1 staff sections and of the following units j Jfci a and Hq, Biry., Div Arty.; 
Div. Hq. Co.; 82iid Abn„ Signal Co<, : 407 th QM Co,,; 307th Msdo Co.; 782nd 0r£L Ifeint, 
Co.j and the 307th Abn Engr. Bn.,, all under the command of Lt. Col. Robert iklmer, 
Division Engineer. 

The Commanding General of- the Division , Mi jor General- M w B„ Ridgway, with a 
Special command party, boarded the MjlliOYIA, Seyenth Array Command Vessel, at 
AlfilERSg July 4, from which he and the party would, land at GEL* on D»Day„ The 
Commanding General's party included Colonel R 3 p Eaton, Chief of Staff; Lt-, Col. 
G* E. Lynch, G-2 ; Lt. Col* R„ Kr. Bpyd ; ' G-3; Lt Col, R D H* Wienecke, G-4, Lt. Col, 
Frank MSorman, Signal Officer; Ifcjor E* 5* Adams, Liaison Officers Capt<» Don C. 
Faith, aide-de-camp; and eleven -enlisted men from the staff sections. 

TIE THREE LIFTS 

D-l, the day of the first lift 6 was, as usual for the time of year in NORTH 
AFRICA*- hot and. clear,; Th& men of the 50.5th Combat Team, stationed near KAIROUAN, 
TUNISIA, 3oun.ged in their bivouac area, made last preparations of arms and equip- 
ment, ate supper at l600 hcurs = and wont to the ten airdromes from which they were 
to take off. The 226 Army Transport planes, type C-47, in which they were flown* 
cleared the fields between 2010 and 2ll6 hours, July 9th. 

The route was by way of JURIATE Island and MtLTA, thence directly to the 
Sicilian Coast east of GEM and ever the various drop 2 ones j and the flight was. 
expected to require, including time for air rendezvous, about three hours and 
twenty minutes. 

Late in the afternoon the wind off the south coast of SICILY was of gale in- 
tensity Although it -diminished as the evening progressed, the weather continued 
sufficiently ro»gh that an unusually large proportion of the men were ill in the - 
planes 4 and much iTorse> { that tiie p.lane formations were badly scattered. The dif- 
ficulty in avoiding that consequence was ; ot courss much enhanced by the darkness 
after 213,0 hour a r . by the absence of in. Ler- plane communication,, and by the extremslj 
lew f .tying, dictated by tactical reasons. It is also testified (3) that there 
were eiome tracer fire on the planes, which, although not heavy, was the cause of 
the destruction of at least one plane which was seen to fall in flames, Many of 
the men stated they were standing;, hooksd up, for 30 to 50 minutes while their 
planes se arc tied for the drop zone. In' any event, the formations were broken,,, and 
not only were the drop zones missed by most of the, planes t but also the Combat 
Team as a whole was badly scattered' fr-om the vicinity of GELA to points east of 
M0D1CA, (4) 

Although eight planes failed to return 9 the parachutists had cleared them be- 
fore they were lost a Three, planes returned with full loads 9 including one officer 
and fifteen men of Company A, 5o5'Gh, and 17 men of Batteries B and C, 456th, All 
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NETHERLANDS', known as Operation "i-ARKST" y the ARDENNES., 
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In the course of theao operations tho 82 d Air- 
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ision in action and the only- Airborne - Division to 
fight in. two Theaters of Operations (the North African 
or Mediterranean,, avid the European Theaters) • Gen- 
eral Officers v r ho served in the 82d Airborne Division 
becxir.e connandors of 'every American Airborne Division 
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nand er of the only Ar.-er.ican Airborne Corps fornod dur- 
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th6se men, having been completely cleared of responsibility for the f ai lure to 
drop were allowed to participate in the Second Lift. 

The 504th Combat Team, a l&rted throughout D-Day for the Second Lift, at the 
fields and loaded in the planes waited -while a negative message from General 
Bidgway . was delayed in. delivery , hut was finally released; at 1840, when Colonel 
Clark of the 5 2 d Wij% decided that it was too late for the mission to be under- 
taken,, The next day,, D^l s at 1100 hours, orders were received that the Second 
Lift would be flown that evening* 

This lift comprised 144 planes a and was to proceed to MiLTA, thence to the 
southeastern coast . of SICILY, at SAMPISRI, t hones along the coast to Lake BIVIEHE 
southeast of GEXA, thence inland to the FiRlLLO Airport. 

The air was c<aisiderably quieter, than two days before; the night was lighted 
by a quarter moon? and the drop zone was behind the 1st Division line. The highest 
hope for a safe crossing seemed justified^ nevertheless j full instructions were 
issued to the commanders of friendly troops and naval units relating to the flight, 
including the. route, the time and. the objective (5)* 

The hope was realised until the first planes, neared the drop zone. How 
trouble began is best described in. a statement made by Captain Villard £. Harrison, 
Company, A, 504th Riraehute Infantry: 

B 0n the night of July 11-12, I943 t I flew in the leading plane of the . 
first serial and reached the coast of SICILY near FUNTA SOCCA at approximately 
2230 hours, thence flew in a northwesterly direction along the coast toward 
GKLA, • The left wing plane flew just over the water line, and the squadron of 
9 planes continued perfect formation up to the coast at an altitude of ap- 
proximately 900 feet-, w"e encountered no fire of any. kind until the lead planr 
reached the lake at H30-25 (Lake BIVJERS), when one e 5C calibre machine gun, 
situated in the sand dunes several hundred yards from the shore, opened fire. 
As soon, as this firing began, guns along the coast as far as we could see t!o* 
ward IUNTA SOCCA, opened fire and the naval craft lying Off shore, both to- 
wards FUI^TA SOCCA and toward GSLA, began firing anti-aircraft guns." 

The squadron mentioned by Captain Harrison was not hit, nor were any of his 
men fired on in the descent, but the anti-aircraft fire, particularly from naval 
units „ grew moVre- intense and to it was added fire from machine gunners and rifle- 
men on descending parachutists, and anti-aircraft units ..of the Army and Navy later 
declared that bombers, had been overhead simultaneously with our own planes, one of 
which could, not be 4i#t.inguish©d from the other. In passing through this fire 
many planes- were badly damaged and 23 of the 144 were destroyed* The entire for- 
mation was badly scaHered, The pilot of one of the planes which did return told 
of his difficulties i 

"A few minutes before reaching the drop point with the paratroopdrs, a 
^shell smashed into the starboard side of the fuselage and knocked out a hole 
four 'by six-feet while a fragi^ent from the shell slit the aluminum and every 
rib from hole to rudder^, Jasslng through tha plane the fragment ripped off a 
door as a second ack-fYk blast carried away a portion of the left stabilizer. 
The explosions also blew away a large piece of equipment* and the impact waa 
so great that it felt like a motor crash in the pilot's cabin. 

"The airplane spun at a right angle and nearly pulled, the controls from 
my grasp. For a. second I didn-t realize what had happened, then 'finding my- 
self out of. formation I began a violent evasive action, I saw three planes 
burning on the ground and red tracers everywhere as machine gunners sprayed ue 
as if potting a flight of ducks D 

"H&anwhile I had cut into a less dangerous spot to give the parachutists 
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a fighting chance to reach ground. But I've got to hand it to those boys; 
one,, who had been pretty badly hit by shrapnel, insisted on leaping with the 
others although he had been ordered to remain -in the plane." 

One of the more harrowing reports "was. that of 1st Lieutenant C. A. Drew, Com- 
pany F* 504th. His statement shows that some men were lost because .warning of 
the flight had not been conveyed to the men of one unit, and others because each 
division then had its own password : (6) 

n I was jump-master in Hane 531» ^hia plane was leading a formati&n of 
3 planes and was No, 7 in our Company, The pilot of my plane gave me .the 
warning 20 minutes out from the DZ a After the red light came on he had to 
give me the green light in abcut 1 minute, due to the plane being on fire'. 

"We jumped into a steady stream of AA fire, and not knowing that they 
were friendly troops e There was 4 men killed and 4 wounded from my Platoon. 
Three of these men were hit coming down and one was killed on the ground be- 
cause he had the wrong password <, After landing we found out this &ad been 
■changed to "Think"- -"Quickly",. 

"The AA. we jumped "into was the 180th Infantry of the 45*h Division.. They 
also were not told we were coming. Later we- found out that the 45** 1 Division 
had been told we were coming but word never had got to the 180th Infantry of 
the 45th Division." 

"Mo tried to reorganize but found we didn't have but 44 men including 3 
officers. We searched all night for the rest of the. men. After accounting 
for them wo took care of the dead and grounded and started towards our objec- 
tive. We arrived at .the 504th CP at 2 o'clock July 12, 1-943 •" 

"About 75 yards from where I landed, Plane No. 915 was hit and burned. 
To my knowledge, only the pilot and three men got out, The pilot was thrown 
through the window. " 

"Another plane was' shot down on the beach and another plane was down, bur- 
ning about 1,000 yards to my front. Altogether there were three planes I 
know of being shot down." 

Of the 23 destroyed planes, "fortunately only six wero shot down before the 
parachutists had jumped,, One of the' six carried five officers and- fifteen men of 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 504tb.; one carried three . off ice rs and fif- 
teen, men of Headquarters Company.;, 2nd Battalion,; 504th; and four carried one. 
officer and thirty- two men of Battery C t: 376th; a' total of 9 officers and 62 men. 
Miraculously, some of these survived » Lieutenant Colonel L« G. Freeman, Executive 
Officer, 504th, two other officers and twelve men survived— eleven of them wounded 
when their plane crash-landed. 1st Lieutenant M r , C, Shelly, Headquarters Company, 
2nd Battalion, 5o4th, was thrown' clear of his plane when' it crashed, all other oc- 
cupants being killed. One of the Battery C planes was shot down at sea, carrying 
all its nine parachutists down with it^ but from the other, three there were five 
men saved by their /reserve chutes? 'two struggled- out of their plane after it : had 
been twice hit and 'was afire; three were actually blown clear as their planes were 
demolished by ack-ack. 

One of the planes lost -on its return flight, and of \7hich no remains have been 
found t carried, as an off iciar observer Brigadier , General Charles L. Keerans, Jr., 
Assistant Division Commander . 

.In the- returning planes- were four dead' arid- six wounded parachutists, and eight 
full loads which had not been given an opportunity to jump. These included ten 
off icers, two warrant officers and ninety- five .men (7)». 
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The dispersion was as great as that of the 505* n * men being dropped practi- 
cally as far east, and others being dropped west of GELA. 

The following day;; D/2, gliders we're loaded and men of the Division Headquar- 
ters serial ready to embark a when an order was received from Force 14 1 (15 th Army 
Group) cancelling all projected movements by air* (8). The pass ibility was left 
open of a movement by sea. but no decision was made known until Division Headqua- 
ters notified the- 52d Wing at 1000 July l6, :that -the Third Lift would be carried 
to SICILY by plane and landed at JPOIilTE' OLITO Airdrome, taking off at 13 15 hours 
that same day c It cleared the fields on schedule^ in a flight of 53- planes, es- 
corted by fighters, and flew direct to SICILY by way of PaNTELLARIA. All planes 
arrived safely, about 15-15 hours, 

GUERRILLA WAPffARB - 

The scattered fashion in which Combat Team 5 05 "' 7 as dropped made fully organi- 
zed combat irappssible • Of all its elements only "I H Company, less one plane, 
jumped on an assigned drop a one; but "I", Company is credited with having accomp- 
lished its mission, with reducing a blockhouse and several pillboxes and taking a 
great many prisoners. 

■3Vbst of the men upon landing found themselves alone or near only one other ox 
a few of their comrade's a Those who were not already pinned down by fire immedia- 
tely set out to find others; and during the reminder of the night, the great 
majority succeeded in grouping themselves into three or fours at least (although 
frequently members of such groups were from different units), and sometimes into 
groups of platoon size or large r 8 Indeed, the 2d Battalior Serial was almost 
entirely assembled within twelve hours of landing. 

Thus the fighting, was begun and continued by groups of all sizes and composi- 
tions, and against a variety of objectives. On one occasion on the 11th at BIAZ2* 
Ridge between GELA and VITTORIA an important engagement was fought against a sub- 
stantial force of the Hermann Goering division by 200-300 paratroopers led by 
Colonel Gavin. At several points., groups of platoon size made planned attacks on 
strong points or ambushed enemy columns. On many more occasions, individuals or 
small groups, seeking at once to avoid capture, to find their units, and to do as 
much damage to the enemy as possible, chanced onto pillboxes, couriers, vehicles, 
and small garrisons, killed or captured the enemy, or fought him off and retired, 
Such action can be described only in its individual instances,, as it occurred. 

One case of two paratroopers isolated in enemy territory is so vividly told 
by a principal that it is here re-produced in his own words (9)<« 

"We. first received the order to stand up and hook up just off the coast. 
Just over the beach we ran into AA fire. Our plane kept diving and banking. 
The pilot passed the word down the lino to jump on the red light. At the 
time the word reached Lieutenant Mils (10)- the red light flashed on. . Wo 
started out Just as I got to the door our plane was hit c I was knocked 
back against the opposite side of the ship n I finally got out. Where we 
landed there were a couple of pillboxes burning from the bombing raid. 

"We started to assemble in an orchard when the artillery opened up on us* 
That didn't last long V/e assembled and found out that we had one man, Cpl. 
Len, had broken his leg a We wrapped him in a chute and hid him in a vine 
patch. We left him with 2 riggers. 

"Lieutenant Mils got his bearings and told us what the score was. We 
had dropped 15 miles from the right DS in enemy territory. We got our wea- 
pons and marched down the road. Wo heard somebody yelling and a whirring 
sound like an auto stuck in the mud. I don't know why but wo marched right 
into them, ire walked across a bridge. As we reached the end we heard some- 



- 9 - 



one yelled halt, it was the Hionies. Lieutenant Mills said* "Ground equipment 
and jump over the bridge" He no sooner said that than they opened fire on 
us, Vfe ran into a vino patchy and -hid- They shot flares in the air and tried 
to pick us off* ' They tossed grenades and fired, their guns into the patch. 
Pvts. Boggs } bright and I wore-. cut off from the rest. We started to run and 
were chaaad and fired on.* Mo lost Wright somewhero* Bogg3 and I hid, in a 
cane break for an hour or two. 

n M& got disgusted and. decided to work our way back to the DZ about 3 
miles away. Y«e started arid changed -our minds again and headed due north- the 
way we were ambit? hod I had a compass and we- started towards what we thought 
was -GSLA. About- : a 00:1 we- go on a German patrol. Just 2 men.. V/e were afraid 
to fire on them "ps^-auae the range was too groat for a carbine. V/e ducked 
them and later came a cress a gun set upon a hill. We looked it over but 
couldn't make it out so we avoided it and started up the RR tracks. 

"i seen someone on the skyline and started up the : hill. I seen -it was an 
American G.I. He had me covered with a .30 calibre so 2 started yelling. It 
was a 1st Division man. They took us to the assembly area. 11 

In another " case, two plane loads of Company "B", 307th Airborne Engineer Bat- 
talion, landed 15 miles northeast of the drop sane, aid -were joined by one plane 
load of Company "A", 505th. They spent the remainder of the night searching for 
the drop aones and cutting telegraph wires r and just before dawn, dug in at a road 
intersection. The rest of their story is told as follows: 

"At 0530» & Gorman motorcycle containing 3 passengers . pulled up to the 
crossroads and stopped. The passengers were killed. Another motorcycle ar- 
rived 15 minutes later and likewise caught under fire and, the occupants , 
.killed. The men ^vere then assembled and moved out in the general direction 
of the DZ n Five of this group were separated when they went to pick up too 
equipment chutes which were spotted a half mile away. The remainder con* - 
tinned on and took up a position on ground commanding , the two valleys. Here 
contact was made with elements of Company "G", and defensive positions were: 
set up. During the afternoon,. 2d Battalion. 180th Infantry, 45th Division, 
arrived at the hill,, Th-3 men .attached themselves to it and remained with it 
for three nights and two clays-, During this period of time additional para- 
chutist drifted in end became part, of their organization." , 

One of the most substantial victories was accomplished by 1st, Lieutenant F« 
E, Thomas, Company n 1 K ,. ..304th. , without bloodshed- while .with several men under 
his command being sorvod a meal by friendly civilians,, he was surprised, and . 
covered by the weapons of a small German' force which had three disabled tanks in 
the vicinity, ..including one Mark VI* Lieutenant Thomas resorted to reason with 
his. captor, pointing out the inevitability of Allied victory and. the futility. of 
his captors' efforts.- It turned out that among the Germans there was one severely 
wounded 'man for. whom the leader desired the excellent medical aid which he knew 
the Amer icans ,cc-ul& afford ..Consequently an understanding was. reached* The . 
Americans being released and given custody of the wounded man, promised to secure 
him immediate medical treatment-, The Germans .put their, tanks out of commission, 
abandoned them, and departed in the opposite direction. 

A vastly, different sort of action, involving a -1st Battalion group is narrated 
by Jack Thompson,. Chicago Tribune correspondent, who jumped with the -First Lift: 

"One group of the 1st Battalion- /includ ing Lieutenant, Colonel. Arthur 
Gprham, .'landed i| miles south of NitiCEMI, . about 2 1/2 miles from the scheduled 
D2, . They were just east, of a very sturdy, thiak-,vallod farmhouse .which had. . 
been ^ converted, into a military fort held by 60 men with 4 heavy machine guns 
and 6. lights, it was well wired, in with 'trench defenses. G.olonel Gorham 
ordered an assault 6:1 the' house and it was 'organized and led by Captain Edwin 
Sayre (11) and.?2 men,, The"lr first attack was launched at 2 o<clock in the 
morning. They hslfi 'up then unjil they attacked again just? before dawn, with 
rifles, grenades, one 60ram r&rtar and a bazooka. They forced the Italians 
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back out of the trenches, and into the houae and attacked the House with gren- 
ades. Sayre led the assault-, carrying one hand grenade in. his. teeth and aav- 
athor in. his loft hand., and with his carbine in; his right hand.-. It wasn't 
until, after they had taken the farmhouse ' that he discovered the isair. who was 
covering him, was., covering him with a. trench knife and not, a tappy gun as he 
had thought* A rifle grenade fired at: about ten feet blew open the door,, ■ 
but the door swung shut again* Sayre miked up,, threw open the door, and 
pitched a hand grenade inside.. ■ They found a total -of 15 dead and took 45 pris- 
oners „ actae of whom were Germans „. Four paratroops' were, wounded, one of whom 
later died* Hie house soon came under fire from an 88 and Ool. Gorham with- 
drew his men back to another hill and it wasn't until two days later' that . 
they were able to recap ture tho farmhouse.. 1 " 

This group later made contact with the' 1st Divisiam,, and joined the 2nd Bu » 
l6th Inf.,, with Which they fought two days until relieved. In resisting an enemy 
attack while with the l&th Inf paratroopers succeeded with their rocket-launcher; 
in stopping several tanks „ It was.' in such an aat at this tiiae that Lti Col... 
Arthur Gorhnni, C..Q.., 1st 3h.., was' killed.. This episode is also related by Ivr . 
Thompson.: 

"The position where Gor ham's, men were at that time acting as assault troops 
with the 16th Infantry 9 , with whoia they had made contact, cans under heavy 
attack by Mark VI nrfl .Mirk IV tanks and ©away artillery,, as-, well as. ex- - 
tremely heavy machine gun fire. Col.. Gorham was killed by a. shell from. a. 
Lark YI while firing a. bazooka, at tho tanks on the nearby road. Captain 
Comatook (12.),, I&dicnl Officer,; run to his aid and was wounded by the next 
shell burst. Lt. Dean. feCandless (13.),, who was. nearby,, ran up to help the 
wounded dector and called for Corporal Thomas. Eiggins (14) to get a jeep and 
evacuate him,. Higgias ran a .'quarter of' a mile through a, concentration, of 
machine gun fire until he found a jeep. The driver was. reluctant to go into 
this f,lre so Eiggins was joined by a. paratroop. cook, irivate Barnard Williams 
(15) 'The two of them drove the jeep; under fire back to the hill and with the 
add of Lt, J/ixCandlesa.. evacuated Gap tain. Gomstock and the body of Col,. 
Gorham.." 1 

Mother lat Bh. group,., dropped about 50 miles, east of' GELA,, occupied and held- 
tho town of NOTOjt and a third group, consisting of 12 men from, the 1st Bru,, par- 
ticipated in the capture or RAGl&A,. 

A group . of about 40- men of the Headquarters Serial,, including men from two 
platoons of Engine ers, under the conrnn&'of 1st Lieutenant H. H, Swingler, Head- 
quarters' Commandant, occupied early in the morning of the 10th an area of higb. 
ground commanding the road net leading inland from the 45th Division beaches, and 
is credited with greatly facilitating the landing of that Division. They destroy©: 
one armored vehicle as it approached the beach, cut off advance elements -seeking 
to retire before the 45th' s- attack, reduced several pillboxes,, and themselves cap- 
tured 5 officers, and 96 msn. This same group' joined Colonel Gavin. on the 11th in 
time to. participate in the action at BIA&ZA Bidge* 

Although the 2d Battalion serial landed south' of RaGOSA. 23 miles from its_ 
drop zone, and was attacked before reaching the ground, a large part, of the Serial 
was assembJfed under its -CO, Major Alexander, by noon the 10th» Even during that 
niorning, it was engaged in attacking enemy positions near 5, GR00B-- OiUfiERIMl, where 
it took 45 prisoners „ Thence, it advanced on the town itself, occupied it after 
a short but hard fight,' and .captured 144 more prisoners and a great deal of equip- 
iiEnta , Af ter a; third victorious .skirmish east of the city, it bivouafeed, reorgani- 
zed the next day, and inarched, west on the 12th to join CT Headquarters. 

Two and one-half miles southeast of OTSCEMT a group' of men from the Jd Ba.tt.ar 
lion, 504th, under Lieutenant Willis J. Ferrill, Company "1% ambushed a force of 
350 Germane from the Hermann Goering Division,, who were retreating up the road. 

The paratroopers, who by the end of the afternoon of D Day numbered 110, 
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had taken up a defensive position on a hill* They had already shot up a German 
patrol, andone small group had demolished an Italian patrol., killing 1/j.o Eleven 
of these Italians were killed by two privates? Shelby E, Hord (.16) and Thomas E, 
Lane (17). On the following day after Ferrill'a force had begun to . increase it 
was in position on a hill at noon when an enemy column was observed coming up the 
road from the south* loth the Germans were several American prisoners „, Lieutenant 
Ferrill withheld fire until the Germans were almost opposite his position. Then 
at noon the Germans suddenly halted for a ten-minute breaks The .Americans waited, 
until the Germans started to get up and put on their packs, and then fired on them 
with devastating effeab, The battle lasted all afternoon. It was joined by two 
enemy tanks which she Hod the Amer loans from the far-off hills. Late in the after- 
noon a German lieutenant came up the hill with a white flag to arrange a surrender, 
but when he saw the Americans were parachutists he refused to surrender and went 
down the hill again." Then the battle was resumed and lasted until dusk,, when the 
Germans withdrew, leaving 50 dead- The cost to the Americans was 5 killed and 15 
wounded..' The hill from which the Americans .fought was identified on the map as 
CaSTLE NOCKRA. 

Of the 3d Battalion Serial, 50.5th, 45 ^en under 1st Lieutenant F. Willis, Bat- 
tery C, 456th, joined forward elements of the 180th Infantry, and served with them 
as assault troops; and 60 others , with 3 guns of the 456th.. were the first troops 
to ■enter VITTOEIA,, It was on this occasion that 1st Lieutenant William J* Harris, 
3d Battalion Headquarters Company,, taken prisoner by the Italians, persuaded the 
garrison commander of the futility of resistance, and induced him to surrender him 
self and his command of 80 men on the spot. 

The largest part of the 3d Battalion ; l80 men under Major Krause, were the 
backbone of tho force which fought a battalion of the Hermann Goering Division at 
BIAZ2A Ridge. 

BIAZziA Ridge is a prominence about 12 miles west of VITTORIa on the GELA High- 
way. Colonel Gavin, approaching it the morning of the 11th from the direction of 
VITTORIA with' the jd' Battalion force mentioned above, was v/arned of the presence 
of Germans, He succeeded in compelling them to retire from the ridge and in oc- 
cupying the crest of it, but after an attempt to continue his advance, decided to 
organize the high ground and to be prepared to defend it against counter-attack. 
During the day throe 75mm pack howitzers, two 57ram anti-tank guns from the i^th 
Division, and a few rocket launchers were assembled. 

Tho expected enemy counter-attack with tanks--teirk IV's and Mark VI 'a was 
made shortly after noon, and surged within 50 yards of the detachment's CP. One 
tank was knocked out by a 75mm packj and much aid was rendered by 155 ram. g^s of 
the 45th Division and Wavy 5 inehors* A last-ditch defense finally forced. the 
enemy to withdraw for a reorganization* 

In the meantime, about 1900. Lieutenant 'Swingler and his group arrived, arid 
also 11 General Shermans, making possible an American attack at 2030 which comple- 
tely routed the Germans and gave the detachment undisputed possession of the Ridge 

American losses in this action were 43 killed and 100 wounded. At least 50 
enemy dead were left on the field, and 50 prisoners taken* Two German armored 
cars and one tank -were knocked out: twelve . 6- inch mortars, and many machine guns, 
small arms, and vehicles taken. A caliber .„50 crew of Battery D., 456th, was credi- 
ted with the destruction of three M> 109's, which attacked the position. 

After burying the dead the morning of the 12th, the force proceeded toward 
GELA. (13). 
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-The beach assault had begun at 0245 ; July 10th. At 0730 General Ridgway and 
Captain Faith, went ashore to seek the drop zones and elements of the 505 th s hut 
succeeded in finding only Company "I", ,50.5th, and in learning that Company "A." ! was 
in contact uith the CP of. the 2d Battalion, l6th Infantry. This CP, and also that 
of the 1st Division, was visited later in the day by Lieutenant Colonels Lynch and 
Boyd, who debarked at 1700, just after General Ridgway 's return. 

Contact with the 505*11 Command Post was not made on the 10th or 11th,. nor was 
any substantial progress made in reassembly of the combat team on those days. At 
O830 on the 11th an order was sent Division Rear that the 5 04th should be flown 
across that evening, and during the remainder of the day the MONROVIA, party was 
occupied preparing for the arrivala A message, was sent Seventh Army requesting 
notification of all friendly troops, and one to Division Rear to apprise the \7ing 
of the great dispersion of the 505"fck» Arrangements were made for rations and 
water from the 1st Division, and .immediate medical treatmentat the drop zone by 
the 5Asfc Judical Battalion, a Division CP was 3et up ashore , at 1500 hours, about 
3 miles southeast of GELA and one mile from the coast* 

ftnile General Ridgway and staff waited on the FaRELLO landing field, the 
first elements of the 504th came down, at 2250, July Hth, and by 0715 the nojct ■ ■ 
morning Colonel Tucker had arrived at the CP* la the meantime, word came indirect- 
ly that a number of members of the 505th were in the vicinity of RaGUSA. Neverthe- 
less at 0755 On the 12th, General Ridgway was compelled to report to the Seventh 
Armys 

"No formed element of Combat Team 505 under my control. Expect some to- 
day based on ..1st Division reports. Elements of Combat Team 504 dribbling in. . 
At present one' battery 75 pack howitzer and equivalent of one infantry com- 
pany available for use. . .Am concentrating all efforts on reorganization." 

His expectations in regard to the 505"fck wore not realized that day, however; 
and the 504th "dribbled in" only enough that the first G-l Report to Seventh Army 
at 1730 could .list present for the 5Q4th 3? officers and 518 men. 

Colonel Gavin reached the Division CP July 13 at 0900, and confirmed the 
location of 1200 troops under his command,, Henceforth, reassembly proceeded more 
rapidly, so that at 1800 hours, Captain Alfred Vr'.» Ireland, 8-1 of the 505th, could 
report a total strength of 1648. Information from other units., particularly 1st 
Division artillery and the L5th Division., facilitated the. location of troops- and 
a G-l Report to the S Q vonth Army showed. Division strength in SICILY as 3024 at- 
midnight July 13* This figure grew to 3790 at midnight .July 14, almost completing 
the reassembly of forward personnel which had not become casualties. With the 
acquisition of 426 office -5 and men of the Third Lift, the total Division strength 
in 3 JULY was only 4309 at 2400 July 17* and 4390 at 2400 July 27.. ■ . , 

Thus, out .of 5307 men in the first, two lifts 3 024 represented the total 
strength July 13th, 37?0 on July 14th, Out. of 5733 in the three lifts, 4309 re- 
presented the total strength -July I?th t and 4390 on July 27. Subtracting the 426 
brought in the Thlvd Lift from the strength for the 17 fa, there had been an in- . 
crease in the strength cf, the two combat teams of only 93 men in three days from 
July 13th- 17th. ... 

. As the reassembly progressed, preparations for action were being mdo# The 
3d Battalion. 5o4th, rejoined the 504&h Combat Team. The Division CP was moved on 
July. 13t.h.. two miles, north to .a. point near Highway. 115, ' and the. 504th and 505th as- 
sembly areas were maintained close at hand. A request was made July 15th for the 
movement of the Third Lift with fighter .escort which bore fruit the following dajsi 
The; ^eat 'pr^bieKi of , transportat ion • f or a Division >vhieh had, been able to .bring 
almost none of its own (19) was. met by the procurement July 1 6 from Provisional 



Corps of twenty-four 2 1/2 ton trucks and seven 1/4 ton trucks, which were re- 
tained throughout the following operations i and from the 39th Combat Team of 
eighty- thrGe2 1/2 and 3/4 ton trucks which' ware retained only for the movement 
from GELA to PALMa. (20) A basic load of ammunition,, acquired before leaving the 
GELA area, sufficed for the entire campaign on which the Division was about to em- 
Bark. 

These preparations had proceeded under Seventh Army orders to reassemble and 
reorganize in Army reserve. At noon the 15th, a directive was received from 
Seventh Army, ordering the 82d Airborne Division to assemble with attached troops 
in the PaLMA DI M01fCSCHL>RQ area, to relieve elements of the 3d Division in that 
area by dark, July i9t.l1, and to be prepared to advance west. The projected aone 
of action of the Division was a coastal strip including Highway 115 and extending 
5-10 miles inland, until, in the vicinity of the VERBURA River, west of RIBERA, 
the right boundary, shared with the 3d Division, turned north to BiLERMD. The 
left boundary was the sea a 

The movement west from the assembly area near GELA began by truck shuttle at 
0600 July 17th and carried that evening to a new area about 5 miles west of PALM., 
with the 504th Combat Team and most of Division Headquarters moving in the first 
serial, the 505th and the remainder of Division Headquarters in the second. On 
the ^ 17th, at 1100 hours , Provisional Corps directed immediate . relief of the 3d 
Division in the 82d Division zone, pursuant to which the 39th Combat Team was 
moved the evening of the 17th onto the high ground east of AGP IGEOT0 , from which 
it advanced at dawn the 18th through AC-RIGEHTO and PORTO EMHEDOCLE, where the 3d 
Division had been engaged the day before. Early in the morning of the 18th, ele- 
ments of the 39th were astride Highway 115 at REiiLMDNIE. This position they se- 
cured, occupying the high ground in that vicinity and patrolling to the CANNE 
River, Behind the 39th Combat Team, the. Division CP was moved 2 miles west of 
PORTO EMPED0CLE on the afternoon of the 18th and the 504th moved to an area near 
REALM0NTE, immediately behind the line of the 39th, from which it could undertake 
an advance the next day* 

Although the 3d Division had met some resistance and taken a great many 
prisoners in AGRIG^IWO, not even the 39th Combat Team patrols ever gained contact 
with the enemy, and the 82d moved forward during the 17th and 18th entirely with- 
out molestation. 

THE CAMPAIGN 

The orders under which the 82d's campaign to the west wore about to begin 
were the Provisional Corps Field Order #1, issued at 1500 July 18, directing the 
Division to advance by 0800 the 19th from the REALMONTE Line, and the Division 
Field Order #2 of the same day, directing Combat Team 504 to relievo Combat Team 
39 by 0800 the 19th, secure crossings over the CaIME River by daylight and con- 
tinue westward. Battery a of the 82d Armored Field Artillery Battalion and Bat- 
tery A & B of the 83rd Chemical Battalion were attached to Combat Team 504 for 
this mission. 

Prospects of resistance were assessed in the Intelligence Annex of the Divi- 
sion Field Order in these words; "At this time no known organized fighting forces 
are located to the immediate west on the route of advance of this Division," 

Actually, some elements of Combat Team 504 were at REALM01JTE by noon the 18th, 
before the formal orders were issued. The entire Combat Team, moving by inarching 
aru3 ; v™"* settle, assembled there during the day, and secured before dark the 
CUNME y: v casings and the high ground to the west. At: 03 00 the 19th, troops of the 
2d Battalion, 504th, were in MONTaLLEGRO; at 0900 at the PLATAiff River; at 1015 
at the Iv5AGGAZ0L0 River- and at 1200 had occupied RIBERA. Before 2100, they had 
reached, and were stopped by the dorps phase line halfway between RIBERA and 
GClACCAo Every phase of the advance, and of .subsequent advances as well, was led 



in person by General Ridgway',, who kept himself in personal touch with the recon- 
naissance elements, the point., and. the advance guard command. 

This headlong progress had almost been retarded by enemy destruction the pre- 
vious day of the highway bridge across the CaKJNB River* in what was reported by the 
Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 39th Infantry, as "the best job of demolition 
seen in a long time, Requires a major -engineering job c " But a by- pass for heavy 
vehicles around the demolished bridge was completed by a 307th Airborne Engineer 
Battalion detachment under Lieutenant Colonel Bllosr at 0400 the 19th, aided by a 
detachment of the 17th Engineer Battalion; Armored, of the 2d Armored Division < • 

Active enemy. resistance during the entire day was extremely light. The only 
exceptions wore brief na<r tiny gun fire, just east of RXSBRA and machine gun and 
light artillery fire at the V5EDURA. River, encountered by detachments of the Divi- 
sion Reconnaissance Platoon under 1st Lieutenant Poland Hudson, andc f tto 82d 
Armored. Reconnaissance Battalion, operating on our- front under Corps order. Wo 
casualties were suffered in either case, and in the former- the enemy surrendered 
almost as soon as the fire was returned* 

The latter resistance was somewhat more determined * It began about 1400 
hours, when HE shells fell near the Reconnaissance vehicles. The vehicles deployed 
off -the highway, the ?5mni and f our 37mm guns of iho 82d Armored detachment under- 
taking counter -battery fire and the <50 calibre machine guns of the Division 
Platoon moving toward the railroad line to the south to engage machine gun era- 
placementSe As accurate fire was brought to bear on them, the personnel of one 
enemy gun after another raised a white flag; and at the end of an hour all resis- 
tance had ceased. In the course of it. ten Italians had been killed and 250 cap- 
tured t along with four 75m and six 40Em guns, and a much larger number of machine 
guns. 

The point of the 2d Battalion,,* 504th» 'ca.me under light arms fire for a few 
minutes just west of RIEERA, but without being caused delay or casualties.- The re- 
connaissance elements discovered a mine field just east of RI3ERA in conjunction 
with a road block, and another just west of the town at a railroad crossing, all of 
which were' removed without mishap,- The only Division casualties during the day re- 
sulted", from a general straf ing, of the entire column <on three different occasions by 
2 to 5 m 110*3. 7ivo men of Company E, 505th, and two men of the 2d Battalion, 
504*k» were wounded. 

' At. the end of the day, Combat Team 5°4 had secured -the phase line, halfway 
from RIDER A to'SCIACCA. The artillery, all then under Division control, which had 
moved into the PLATANI VALIEY. in the afternoon, was in position west of RIBERA and 
registered. Combat Team 505 was assembled just northeast of RIBERA; and Combat 
Team 39 at S1CULIANA, (2) An advance of 25 miles had been" made and 500 prisoners 
taken 'at a cost of 7 casualties.- 

Substantially, all the circumstances of the advance on the 19th, the promptness 
and rapidity of it, the token resistance and voluntary surrender of isolated enemy 
garrisons were repeated on the 20th, with a few minor variations. 

At 0450 the 20th* the Division relayed to Combat Team. 504 the Corps order to 
proceed at 0600 to the next phase line The advance began on schedule, and leading 
elements entered 3CIACCA at 0925, but the preparation of a difficult by- pass 
around a demolished -bridge oh the western outskirts .of'-SClACGA and the removal of 
mines in- that vicinity' so- delayed the main body that it. did not, pass through the 
city;until about noon a There the 2d Battalion^ then leading,, was turned north on 
the SAW MiRG-KERITA Road with TUMOTELLO as- the night's objective* .-and Combat. Team 
504 (*-2d Battalion) continued west on Highway 115 toward MCNFI, which was entered 
at 1800. By nightfall the 2d Battalion reached a point about 8 miles north of 
8CMCCA, Both sides were somewhat delayed during the,, afternoon by small minefields 
in road-beds, and the 1st Battalion, 504th, leading from 3CIACCA to MSNFI, was 




fired on briefly by a battery of 75mm guns* which were quickly captured 



Combat Team _5Q5 had spent the day securing tho right flank and rear by pat- 
rolling the roads north from RIEERA, Batteries of the 376th, 34th. and 62d Field 
Artillery (22) had been called into action briefly on enemy batteries, pillboxes, 
and personnel east of SCIAUCA; and the 307th airborne Engineer Battalion had pre- 
pared the by-pass at SCIACCA, and removed the mine-fields on three sides of the 
city. 

The advance during the day was 15-20 miles; the number of prisoners taken ap- 
proximately 1,000; and our own casualties, two, • (23) North of SCIACCA was dis- 
covered an abandoned German bivouac area and anti-aircraft position, and a large 
Italian quartermaster dump. 

The order of the day, July 21, was to proceed to and secure a line on the 
BELLICE River in the Division's zone, there to protect the right flank of the 2d 
Armored Division as it moved north along the west bank of the BELL ICE to PALERMO . 

The 2d Battalion, 504th, which had stopped about five miles short of TUMMI- 
KELL0 the night before, resumed its advance .the morning of the 21st and reached 
TtM£IHELL0 at 0800» The enemy, prepared at this point in a strong natural posi- 
tion, resisted with the fire of a battery of 75mm guns, two 90m guns and small 
arms for a period of 15-30 minutes, killing 6 and wounding 8 men of Company F. 
But by 0830, as soon as. a flanking party approached the position, it was captured 
with all its personnel and equipment. Two abandoned light Renault tanks, apparent- 
ly in good condition, were discovered by the Division Reconnaissance Platoon north 
of TUMvilNEIXO. 

The responsibility for continuing the advance from this point to the BELLICE 
had been assigned Combat Tcam5Q5. With the 2d Battalion leading, it had set out 
at 0300 from a bivouac area one mile east of SCLiCCa, and it marched continuously 
that day without food or r ©supply of water until the objective was attained- a 
distance of 2% miles. The 2d Battalion passed through the 2d Battalion, 504th, at. 
TIM1INELL0 at 0930; occupied SaN MARGHERITa at IHO; and was organizing its posi- 
tions on the BELLICE at 1500,, Company I was. diverted eastward at SAN 13ARG-HERITA to 
occupy SAM3UCA, and one platoon of Company G 5 westward to occupy MDNTEVAGO. In 
carrying out this last mission, the platoon came under very brief machine gun fire; 
but except for this and the engagement at TUi*HJ\ELL0 no resistance was encountered 
by the Division throughout the day; nor was any contact whatsoever established 
north of SAN MARCHER ITA. At 1350 the Combat Team 505 occupied the SCIAC&A Airdrome 
about ten miles north of the city, where it captured 175 prisoners and took posses- 
sion of 30 airplanes and several field pieces, most of which were badly damaged. 

At the end of the day the 2d Battalion, 504th t was occupying SAMBUCA; the 2d 
and 3d Battalions, 505th 3 were protecting the highway bridges over the BELLICE 
near M3NTEVAG0 and north of SAN MARCHER ITA, and securing the general area to the 
north and northwest; the 1st Battalion, 505th, was established just north of SAN 
liiRGlIERITA: and Combat Team 504 was being moved into the same area from IMW I. 
The Reconnaissance Platoon had entered SALAPaRUTA and GIBELUNA without resistance, 
and the division waspre pared to move on an hour's notice either in support of the 
2d .irmored division's PALERMO drive, or to the westward extremity of the island. 

The day's advance had netted 15 .miles at a cost of 14 casualties. 1515 
prisoners had been taken and much stores and . equipment in addition to that already 
mentioned*, 

The Division being in Corps reserve, the same positions were maintained 
throughout the 22nd, with no activity except uneventful patrolling to the north and 
east, (24; but all preparations were made for immediate resumption of the advance. 

Corps orders were received at 0830 July 23 to "move without delay to seize 



TRAFANI and the above -mont ion ed held potion of ICILY, (that- west of line CASTEL- 
LAMARB — JiKSSARA), 11 and for tnat purposa est "caching .to' the Division, Task Force X, 
consisting of Combat Team 3? „ tho 7?wh Fia}£ Arfiillery Battalion, and the 1st, 3d, 
and l^th. Reconnaissance Battalions, 

Task Force X, which was scattered between CJiGTELVETHj'iNO and MA2ZARA. ,was 
ordered north along the ooaot read from M*'£.Z<iRA to seise MaRSALk, and north from 
there to a point about six miles south of TRAPANI. -Combat Team 5 03, " with the 3?6tl 
and 34th Field Artillery Battalions and th© 2Cth Engineer Battalion, was to be 
raoired by truck to HUPANI; and Combat Team 504, using tho same vehicles,, shuttled, 
back from TRAPANI to SAN k&GKEaiTA, .was to honored to CiiSTEIi'JvflvLiRE and A.LCAMD, 

Tho 3d Battalion, 30.5th, departed IMtfTEVAGQ at II.30, proceeded by way of 
pjiRT^HA,, SANTA NBJFA and SdZIMI 'to Highway 113: 'and thence west toward TRAPaNI. 
All along the route , which west of S^MTA NINFA had been tra-versed by no other 
Allied troops, the local population eompeted with each other in their expressions 
of good will, in the towns the roads were lined with peoplo who not only shouted 
their approval and showed in :ono place a prepared sign: "We Icon© Liberators", but 
who also showered the vehicles with fruit, bread and chocolate, much of which had 
been pilfered fr on abandoned Italian military stores, 

In spite of these popular greetings, at about l600 hours when sltpr-tly east of 
TOAfiil I the Division encountered a strong position defense ~ On the outskirts of 
the city the reconnaissance vehicles found road blocks and mine fields and immedia- 
tely thereafter were met with machine gun fire. By the time the advance guard had 
fanned out to return the fire effectively; the enemy hero began an artillery bar^ 
rage from the mountain north of the city and a hill souths a!:, of it onto the high- 
Way, which he maintained almost constantly for 2-3 hours, (23) The 34th and 
576th Field Artillery Battalions and the 83d Chemical (4.2 i-fortar) Battalion re- 
turned the fire; and the 3d Battalion, 503th, advanced on the gun positions, which 
surrendered before dark.. In spite of this, impressive artillery duel, the only 
Division casualty of the afternoon was a bazooka operator who sustained a burn fro* 
his own weapon* 

A treaty of surrender was immediately dictated by General Ridgway to Admiral, 
Ifaitfreai, Commander or the TK..FAI-JI district,, requiring cessation of resistance, .- 
preservation of stores, and the posting of a guard on all military and naval pro- 
perty. In addition to Admiral Manfred i* brigadier General Antonio Sodero ? ' who was 
to have succeeded the Admiral in the command of the district, and 2639 other pri- 
soners wero taken during the ■ evening of the 23d and the day of the 24th, in and 
around the city of THAPaNI, An uncounted amount of guns and other military and 
naval material and stores were also : taken. 

During the afternoon of the. 23d, Colonel Tucker* and a reconnaissance party 
from Combat- Team 304 entered OiSTSLLA^E, and the main body followed the next day 
on the return of the transportation from TRABiNI. On the morning of the 24th 
Combat Team 504 proceeded to tho occupation of ALCaMO; and Company A and the 2d 
Battalion, 303th, to that of SAN YITOj and 5o5th, ? patrols contacted Task Force X 
patrols at PACECO; all- without enemy resistance. Jfeanwhile Task Force X had oc- 
cupied MAR^aZa (25a), and had taken 6836 prisoners in the CABTELTJETRaInD- MARSALA 
area. 

Nothing remained but to police- the occupied arcsa and garrison it against the 
possibility of enemy ■ c ounterattack, assemble captured -stores, and gather in stragg- 
ling prisoners; but this was to be the work of , many days* Prisoners were still be- 
ing picked up and drifting, in from isolated outposts weeks later '(26). Enemy bar- 
racks and stores, whicsh we? ] e being looted even as tHie Division entered the. area, 
were first put under guard and *he food stores, later' appropriated to feed prisoners 
Among the food stores taken were 28,000 hard. rat- iones from one warehouse, 700 pounds 
of beef, 2,000 pofcnds of sugar,. 500 pounds oof fee,, cand 400 gallons of tomato paste. 
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(27) Of the vehicles taken, 62 were in suitable condition to use (28). Ifeaponf 
and ammunition were clumped, and passed through the proper ordnance channels. 

The EGADI IBLiiNDS-FAVIGN^A, LEV.uEO.. and MuRETTim situated 10-20 miles 
off TRAP.ANT, which had been out of communication with the mainland since the 
23d, surrendered July 29th to Captain .Richard Gerard of the G~3 Section and 1st 
Lieutenant Louis p. Testa t p, IV, I* f who approached FaVIGKz-iNa in a soil boat and 
negotiated the surrender with Lieutenant Colonel Silvio Gerralunga. The popu- 
lation of the Islands is about 6000; their garrison was nearly 1000. 

In each of the two phases of its participation in the SICILIAN CiUVlPAIGN the 
Division had served effectively,, In the first, it was prevented from achieving 
its specifically assigned mission i but at the- cost of many casualties (29) it 
engaged elements of the Hermann Goering, 15th Panzer, 4th Livorno and .54th 
Wapoli Divisions, and of the 2o6th Coastal Division . l&jor General J. M, Swing, 
.Commanding General, 1.1, th Airborne Division and airborne advisor to General 
Eisenhower, declared that the work of the airborne troops advanced the progress 
of the beach assault by two days. 

In the second phase, both the opposition and the Division's own casualties 
were incomparably lighter^ The only ele.nen.ts of divisional strength encoun- 
tered were the 202d ; ?0?th, and 203th Coastal Divisions, although there were a 
large number of supporting wnita, The division lost one officer and six men 
killed, and sixteen men wounded,, In five days of campaigning during the course 
of this phase, it advanced more than one hundred miles through enemy territory, 
and took prisoner or occupied the territory in which it later rounded up a tota 
of 23,191 officers and men. 

In recognition of this service General Ridgway received the following let- 
ter from Ifiajor General Geoffrey Eeyes, commanding the Provisional Corps, of 
which the 82d airborne Division had served as a part: 

SEVENTH UNITED STATES j&W . 
HEAD QI1 jBTERS PROVISIONAL COR IS 
A. P.O. 758 

24 July 1943 

Mxjor General M» Ridgway 
Commanding 82d airborne Division 
A..P.0. 469* ' 

My dear General Ridgway j 

\<ith the remarkably rapid and successful, conclusion, of the mission, 
assigned the Provisional Gerps. of the Seventh Amy in., the operation to capture 
Pes&prma and the Western portion, of the island of Sicily,. I wish to express, to, 
ydtl aaid your splendid division,, together with the attached unit a,, my admiration 
for feats, accomplished a 

The rapid assembly and organisation of your force of mixed units.,, and 
their more rapid advance oni eaah objective to include the important city and 
locality of Trapani,, reflects, great credit upon you,, your s.taiT and your nen. 

It is an honor for me to be privileged to command the Provisional Corps 
composed of such fine divisions, and it is with extreme regret that I learn that 
the 82nd is to be withdrawn for other import en t rqiissions. 
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"t/ith best wishes to you and your command far continued success,, I am,, 



Sincerely yours,, 



/s/' Geoffrey Keyes 
GEOFFREY MYESi 

Major General,, „ 
Comma ndi ng 



(1) Bn» Co 0, 's of the 505th frcht., Inf. were.': 1st Bn.— Lt. Col„ 
Arthur Gorham;. 2nd Bn,;,--Mijor Iviirk Alexander} 3rd Bn.— Major Edward 0. Krause* 

(2) Biic C, 0. ! s were: 1st Bn»— Lt. Col. Warren Williams;, 2nd Ba,— 
Ltfl Col. William Yarbcrough,. 

(3) Lt„ Louis Testa,. &H Officer,, 

(4) The difficulty of navigating and controlling the planes as a 
group was revealed by the fact that Gen, Taylor could get and send to Gen. 
Ridgway the following: "Incomplete inf ormation. from Uing indicated all drops 
approximately on DS except 2nd Bn 505 which is west of Gela..." 

(5) At 1108!j.5 Seventh Army sent the following message to the II Corps 
and the 45th, 1st, 3rd, and 2nd Arm'd Divisions; "Notify all units, especially 
AA that parachutists 82d Airborne Division will drop at about 2330, tonight- 
July 11-12 on, Faro 116 Landing Field," 

(6) 1st Lt. Z* Cc Lutcavage, Co D F, 5o4th frcht. Inf., declared two 
of his men were killed when they gave the wrong password*. 

(7) The peraonnel in these 8 planes were from the following units.: 
2 planes^-Hq. Co., 502j.th;, 1 plane, Co, F, 5o4th ;> 2 planea, Btry C, 376thj 2 
planes, Btry. D, 376th; 1 plane, Iiq c Btry., Div Arty* 

(8) Rec'd 121237,. "T'.iX from Force 141 to Seventh Army, TCC„ 82d Air- 
borne Division.. View of unfortunate-, incident laat night no, further repeat 
no further movement by air except assault will take place." 

(9) Pvt. Keith* K, fccott, 1st Bn, Hq. Co.,'504th Brcht, Inf., was a 

nsmber of the Gee em. Lift;, but as the experiences of many of the members, of til 
Second Lift were identical in nature to those of the First, they will be re- 
lated here without discrimination., 

(10) 1st Lt, Richard Mils,. 1st Bn. Hq. Co.., 504th. 

(11) Co. A, 505th 2rcht.Inf» 

(12) Oapt. Carl R. Comstoc'k, Ivied. Det. s 503th Prcht. Inf. 

C13) 1st Lt,. Dean McCandless,. Hq. Co. 1st Brw „ 505th Brant. Inf. 
(14) , Hq j .- 'Co. 1st Bn,,,, 505th ireht. Inf.. 
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(15) Hq, Go'. 1st Bn., 505-th Prcht. Inf. 

(16) Pfc Shelby R. Hord, Co. H, 504th Prcht Inf. 
(I?) Pvt. 'Thomas E. Lane, Co. H, 504th Prcht. Inf. 

(18) The strength and casualties of each lift by units during the entire 
campaign is sho--.n in a table printed at a later stage" of this history. 
Casualties, later in. the campaign were so extremely light that figures in this 
table give a fair picture of lessons in the first so-called PUEi'HILLA t'AREF^RE. 

(19) The Command Party brought on the M3R0VIA ono 5/4 ton Cor-iand and 
Reconnaissance Car, four 1/4 ton trucks and two 1/4 ton trailers; and the third 
lift brought in the planes with it twenty-two 1/4 ton trucks, all being a part' 
of the Division's organic transportation. 

(20) A note will be added here to complete a statement of the transportation 
available to the Division on its movement from Gala to Trapani. In addition to 
the Transportation brought by the Command Party and the Third Lift, the '505th 

CT, then situated -'est of Eibera, received on Jul/ 19th at Licata eighteen 1/4 
ton trucks of its organic transportation. On July 19,- Co. .E, 47th -QM Truck 3n., 
was attached to the Division, making available forty-si,: 2-1/2 ton trucks for 
transportation and supply. From time to ti>ae during the periods of their at- 

• tachment, other transportation was obtained from the 6 2nd .Armored, 54th and 77th 

'FA Bns. 

(21) . CT 59 and 85 rd Oh era. Bn. had been attached to the Division July 17. 
The. 54th FA Bn., the 62nd Armored FA Bn., the 1st Bn., 77th FA., and a detachraent 
of the 56th Medical Bn. v/ore attached July 18th. 

(22) During the day CT 59, 1st Bn. 77th FA, the 62-d Arad PA 3n.,. and the 
5rd Rn, Bn. were relieved from attachment to the Division. CT 59 followed CT 
504 into Menfi, vrhence it advanced on Caste! vetrano- the next day and occuoied it 
at noon. 

(25) 2nd Lt. Vernon P. Ellis, Co. C, 507th A/3 fngr*. Bn,, was killed and 
Pvt. George C. Phillips of the same organisation -rouneed v/hile removing mines 
near Santa. Kin fa, 

(24) On the 21st and 22nd, Co. % 47 ^ Truck 3n. and the 20th .- P r. Bn. 
were attached to the Division, 

. (25) A battery of four 75mm <rune was found after th - surrender at one of 
the firing positions with I55 envoby shell casoa nearby? k battery of six pOram 
guns was found at another position with "bout 12 cases? and a 140kie btry. fired 
several salvoes from the position ' southwest of the city. There is some dispute 
asto the reason for the inaccuracy 3 f the enemy fire. It -.aa without effect, 
except to for ca a halt, and deployment, although his observation was perfect and 
his targets at short range. 

(26) 3c-e the accompanying table for a day-by-day count on the registration 
of prisoners. 

. , < 2 ?) IJntil the occupation of Th-pani, the .fare had been extremely limited 
m kind, and even that obtained only by the n-r-t^t effort— the mornirip's 
ra^ions often not arriving until late in the evening, • f 

Prior to the reorganisation of the Division, umbers of the first two lifts 
had only one K and one D ration, plus what thoy could forage, or what was given 
some individuals by members of other units. At »ela, fortunately, rations were 
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obtained,, and G and K Rations constituted the sole fare from there to Trapani. 
Thereafter^, TJ Rations were obtained, and supplemented by captured supplies.. 

(28) See the accompanying table for a list of vehicles captured and 
their assignment to units.. 

(29) See table beloFi. 

LIST OF ffiXSOIffiRS 

The number of prisoners, officers and men, taken day by day during the 
western... campaign and rounded up from the Trapani and nearby garrisona during 
the three successive days were as follows s 

DATE MO. ffilSOJERS 
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848 


20 




745 


2.1 




1515 


22 




19 


23 




898 


24. 




1741 


2,5 ' 




3268 


26 








■ Total 


11.265 



Tb3 number rounded up during the period July 27— August 15, in the course 
of a general reconnaissance of western Sicily, were 83 officers and 4127 en- 
listed men,, or a toS.al of 4210 » Adding this to the sum of the figures above, 
it is sjiovn that a grand total, of 15*475 prisoner a were taken during the cam- 
paign^ by organic elements of the Division alone.. 



CAPTURED VEHICLES 

List of captured, motor vehicles, and their distribution to units.: 

Unit - WG 1/ 

307- Engra 3. 
Hq. Co, 

MP Plat., 1 

782d Qrd 1 

505 CT 6 

504 CT 15 

Total 26 



-3/4 


1—1 1/2 


2-3 


Amb. 


Total 


2 




7: 




12 




2 






2 


1 








2 


3 




1 




5 




3 


3 


2 


17 


_J 


4 


1 


1 


24 


12 


9 


12 


3 


62 
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SEp.TION S.i ^Q^th Para chute Inf ant ry _Re pert §. 



HILiDOjlMltCS- 505TH iARACHUTS INFANTRY 
A. & 0. 9 a 3, AEIvIY 9 



IN FIELD 

august 14, J-943 



SUBJECT: 



AIRBORNE ASSAULT OIER 



!aTJ.0N3„ 



Command ing General, 8 2d airborne Division, 



^ All unite, departed from take-.off aii-drones .-in Worth Africa in aceor- . 
dance with plana scheduled . 

ijflw- ^^Headquarter s and Ccamairi >er ial dropped approximately ten miles 
South of VICTORIA j 30 miles froii its assigned Crop Zone, Small, groups of 
fighters were organized during the night, and at daylight, enemy strong- points 
and pill- boxes v;ere attacked wherever found,, Some small groups worked South 
to the .beaches and rendered direct assistance in the landing of tho 45*h 
Division. One group consisting of the Combat Team Cornrmnder, Colonel GAVINj 
the s-3, life j or VAI©ERV00RT}, the Adjutant, Captain IRSIAND, and three enlisted 
n:en captured one prisoner who later escaped. They then moved west s and after 
a brief engagement in which one parachutist was killed, and four casualties 
inflicted on the enemy, succeeded in joining, the 45th Division at 024 Gs D plus 
one, at which tine the reorganization of the Combat Team was initiated by the 
Coafrafc Team Commander, A group of approximately forty re n of the Headquarters 
Serial, under the command of Headquarters Commandant (Lt , H. H«- SwIJ&USR) „ 
occupied high key terrain commanding the main road not leading inland from tie 
45th Division., This group destroyed one armored vehicle which was attempting 
to move to the beach and prevented the retirement of the enemy forces inland 
from the beach after 'the assault had been begun by the 45th Division* They^ 
captured five officers and ninety-six men who, were attempting to retire inland 

. freer, the beach defense* Also,, it reduced . several, pill-boxes and captured a 
large amount 6f enemy materiel* including ;x;chine. guns,. Three parachute., en- 
listed men were killed in the action of this group; This group rejoined the 

■ Combat Team on D plus 'one (.11 July), in time to participate in the ■■a.ttaedc on.. -• 
enemy positions om BIAZZO RIDGE.: 

s£r The Fi rst:. Battalion Serial landed approximately four miles South of 
NiEiCEMI, and was imiasd iate Ijr engaged by the. enemy „ Captain SAYRE and forty- 
five rasn attacked and captured an Italian garrison, taking twenty- two prisoners. 
During this attack four parachutists were killed. An advance was. continued 
until the FIRST DIVISION waa joined. Upon joining the Second Battalion, 16TE 
INFANTRY, the attack was resumed with thorn,, The enemy counter-attacked with 
tanks at 1130, causing a withdrawal of some of tine troops participating^ The 
parachute troops, held their ground and succedod i.n knocking out several of the 
attacking tanks. it. Colonel ARTHUR F. G^lILJ./i personally manned an anti-tank 
launcher in this defense and knocked -out a tank before he was killed., The 
attack was later resumed and the First Battalion continued to fight with the 
I6TH .INFANTRY - until relieved to join its .own Combat Team,. Av portion -of the ^ 
First Battalion Serial landed appr ozimatoly fifty/; miles East .of ■ GELA^ .occupied 
• and held the town of N0T0, a detachment' of two.lv.re men' assisted in the eapfciTf- 
of - RAGCBAi* Further estimate of their combat activities, is not known at pre- 
sent* Major WINT0N V The Battalion Executive Officer,, was- outstanding in, 
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assisting the organisation of the. Battalion while under fire, refusing to be 
evacuated despite a wrenched knee received on landing. 

h-* The Se cond Batta lion Se rial landed South of RAGUSA, approximately 
forty kilometers from the scheduled Drop Zone. At the time of the jump the 
entire serial was being harrassed by small arms fire,, several men being killed 
in their chutesj Immediately upon landing, reorganisation was started,, with 
the aid of patrols searching for small isolated groups the complete Serial was 
intact by 1200 hour ; day. At 09,00 on D day, the Battalion began to clean up 
the strong- point and the area, near S„ CROOE-OAMERINa... During this action, two 
off icera and six enlisted men were killed Forty-five Italians,, a quantity 
of small, arms and ammunition tiers captured* As soon as this strong concen- 
tration had been completely, wiped out-, the Battalion worked .toward the South 
and set up a defensive position on the outskirts of 3. CR0C2- CaMERINA over- 
looking the sea. Company, acting as an advance guard' in. this action^ en- 
countered fire from the city,, They immediately went into an organized attack. 
The city was taken after a short but hard fight. The company captured 144 
Italians, one 47nm anti-tank gun,, 13„600 rounds of machine gun ammunition, 330 
grenades and' enough rifles and carbines and equipment to equip an Italian 
Battalion. This Battalion, also captured a strongly held point East of . £>. 
CROCE-CjiMERIMA, The Battalion waa under- the command of IVajor ALEXANDER. July 
11 was spent in more complete reorganization, and contact was made with 
Regimental He ad quarter s* The evening of the 11th they left the are a 9, marched 
through GAMER IHA JA3S, and care in contact with Kien of the 45"th Division^ out- 
side of the town along the coast, They passed through VITT0RIA' and moved into 
bivouaxs. about 1500 hour on the 12th, joining the rest of the _50_5th Gombat Team.- 

5»- The Thi rd Battalion Serial,,, upon, approaching the coast to turn inland 
over its Drop Zone, was turned by the Air Corps out to sea again-,, less "I" 
Company,, "I" Company , less one plane : , landed cn its Drop Sons and fully 
accomplished its mission in addition to. Reducing pill-boxes and a blockhouse, 
and taking prisoners* The remainder . of the 3rd Battalion ferial, on its 
second pass was dropped at 0025. well scattered in an area about 3, I/ 2 niles 
Southeast of aGaTE RIVER. Eighty-five men of "G" Company were assembled withir 
an hour, under their Company Commander, and with little resistance reached a 
point of high ground where the coastal highway crosses the AGATE RIVER. Forty- 
five, men of the Serial under Lt„ wILLIS joined forward elements, of the 180TH 
OTANTRY and were employed as assault troops,, and succeeded in reducing strong 
enemy .positions in front of the 45 th Division?* It. wILLIS and two men were 
killed. Sixty men of the Serial with .the aid. of three guns, H C" Battery, 
456th Field artillery, wore the first troops into VITTORIiu They reduced an 
Italian; garrison, approximately eight prisoner's ware taken besides numerous 
vehicles,, small arms , and other stores.. In this action: Lt. KARRIS was cap- 
tured and held -prisoner in the Xfcalian-curatel. f or a- -period of several houre.» 
Curing this time he succeeded in convincing the defenders "of the ineffectiveness 
of their defense and their inability to cope witki the advancing troops, of the 
45th .Division. As a result of this, >the Italian Commanding Officer raised the 
Tih.ite flag and surrendered' approximately eighty mien and numerous small arms 
and other storea. After local night fighting anr3. patrolling the remainder- of 
the 3,P^ Battalion Serial was assembled and reorganized and equipment gathered 
during the hours of daylight on:,D day. Efforts' Ho make coit act with the rest 
of the 5 5tk Combat Team wore made to no avail. At 1900 hour, D day, the 
Serial Commander with -180 men and, officers, set out toward VITTORIA for the 
purpose of- orientation* Upon. Teaching the GKLii- VK ITT OR 3A highway,., about five 
miles Northeast of VITTORIA, -the unit was halted.. Colonel GAVIN appeared in 
the area about 0600, D plus' one, and ordered the unit to move toward GELA. 
They then participated in the action on B3AZZ.0 R3D.GE. 

6. Company "B" , 30?;th Engineer ■ Battalion : 



a* The first planeload, first platoon, Gompany "EE 11 t 3 0?th Engineers., 



Waa f creed down in North Africa, and took off -alone later on. They jumped at 
0022,, July 10 „ and landed six kilometers Couth of CQMISO, There they assembled 
and started. in a southerly direction at 0400, "They traveled three. kilometers 
and encountered shell firs from the sea and dug in. They net a group fron tto 
3rd Battalion, going Northland joined- then, and- travelled until 1400,> They ■ 
left., the 3rd Battalion and headed West where they r.st the lSQTH Il^iNTRY and 
dug in for the night along highway 115 at a point about five niles Northwest of: 
VITTCRIA* The Combat Team Cor.-xr.ndor moved the ran frori that point at a600 : ,. 
July 11 „ and they were joined by "G" Company,, 505^ Birachute Infantry, They 
started fighting under Major HAGAN at 1030,. in which engagement Lt„ \yEXLER ■ 
and several enlisted men were wounded. They remained under the 3rd Battalion. 
until rejoining the Engineer Gonpany at 1930s ^ u ly H* Th e second and third- 
planeloads, first platoon, Company "B" -307th Engineers, landed at 0025, July 
10, fifteen miles Northeast of Drop Sorie e Assembling on the ground, one plan© 
load fron Company "A", 5o_5th iarachute Infantry, was E©:ifc 'and forces joined.' 
From time of assembly until 0430,, a search was made for the assigned Drop Zone- 
and accomplishment of their mission* During the search, telegraph and tele- 
phone wires were aut, but they 'were unable to Ideate themselves in relation 
to tne Drop Zone* It was decided to dig in at a crossroad and wait for morning. 
At 0530 1 a German motorcycle containing three, passengers pulled up to the ; 
crossroads and stopped,, The passengers were killed. An other motorcycle 
arrived 15 minutes later and was 3i.kew.ise caught under fire and the occupants 
killed. The men ware then assembled and moved out in the general direction of 
the Drop Zona* Five of this group were separated when they went to pick up 
two. equipment : chutes which were spotted a half mile away „ The remainder con- 
tinued on and took up a position on ground commanding' the two valleys, *%re 
contact was made with elements of "G" Company, 505 i^ 1 l&rachute Infantry, and .-. 
defensive positions Were set up. during the afternoon,, '2nd Battalion;, 180TH 
IMViNTRY, 45th Division arrived at the< hill* The men from "B M Company, -3 07th' 
Engineers, and men from "A" Company * 5^5^ larachute Infantry attached them- 
selves to 2nd Battalion, 180TH INFAJJER'^ and remained with them for three - i 
nights and two days L . During this period of time additional parachutists _. 
drifted in and became part of their organization.. On the 13th, contact was . 
made through patrols with the 5o5*n Combat Team Headquarters and a ■march was 
made to that position, where they v again came under control of their Company 
Commander. 

b> The second and third platoons jumped at 0026 on July. 10,, 
approximately five kilometers i^outh of OCHI80*,' Platoons were ordered to 
assemble and move toward objective The Company Commander ' and one sergeant 
l&it& Drop Zone immediately and proceeded Northwest, assembling all men en- 
countered. ' They joined Lt. tfuESGIbR and a group, of Headquarters personnel 
at dawn, about four miles Northwest of the Drop Zone* leaving the: bulk of the 
men- at a farmhouse, Captain JOHNSON and eight men went on patrol, where they . 
encountered opposition consisting of three pill-boxes at a crossroads. During 
the encounter with the pill-boxes they wrecked a German personnel carrier, 
towing a tank. One German was killed and three were captured. After also 
killing 'a German motorcyclist and a dispatch carrier, the eight men were 
forced to retire by three tanks* - One man was wounded during the encounter ,. 
They withdrew to a position in a field and gathered the remainder of their 
forces which had been left under Lt» SUIMJLER, The group set up a position 
on top of two -small' hills, with- an all around defense,. It was. planned to 
move the entire 'force to the beach that night. .-\t about 1530 one battery 
of the 288th Ital ian Field Artillery Battalion approached the hill on. which 
the defensive position was loeatede The entire battery was captured, con- 
sisting of four officers and approximately one hundred enlisted nen. '-"-hey 
then set up prisoner of war straggler posts.-, They sent out patrols to locate 
a radio with which to contact all their ■ forces at t-he'ir Drop Zone and did so/ 
at 2000, July 10, turning their prisoners over to the k5th Division. T hey :/ 
bivouacked at the Drop Zone until 1700, on July 1_1„ They joined the 3rd 
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Battalion-, 505th Jarachute Infantry, for an attack on enemy Northwest "of 
VECTOR IA. Lt.. RIFFLE and three enlisted men were killed and several enlisted 
men were wounded in this encounter, 

7> The Actios aA BIAZZO RIDGE ; 

A prolonged engagement took place on the BIA220 RIDGE on the 
VHTOR IA-GELA highway about two miles. East of the ACaTE RIVER onv D" plus one* 
This affair., judging by the intensity of the fighting and the results _ _ 
accomplished, appears to be the only engagement of magnitude participated, m 
by the. Combat Team during the landings* 

s« At ofOO the morning of D plus one the Combat Team Commander and 
S-3 proceeded West on the GELA. road from VITTORIA to obtain control of any 
parachute troops that might be found,, determine what, if any, enemy troops 

■ were between VITTORIA and GELA, and move all available parachute troops West 
to join the 1st Division as per plan.. About two hundred men of the 3rd 
Battalion under the command of I/ajor KEAIE were located near- the road about 
eight to ten miles West of VITTORIA. About two miles Weat of their 'bivouac 
a group of forty men of "L" Company, 180TH INF AKTR Y and twenty parachutists 
were found. At this point individual soldiers stopped the Combat Team^ 
ttsranander and inf orirBd him that enemy troops were to the West, and astride 
the road.. Continued questioning of those who professed to know the enemy 
situation failed to disclose any specific information. of his location... 
strength or dispositions,. 

fe,. The Commanding Office^ and 3-3" continued West to the railroad 
station about one mile East of BIAZ&O RIDGE where a point reconnaissance was 
nnde:. At this point a German Officer and private suddenly came" around the 
corner in a motorcycle and were captured.. The y made no effort to resist ^ 
capture and appeared to be quite disgusted with the lack of resistance being 
offered" by the Italian troops, but refused to give any information regarding 
their own troops* The twenty nearby parachutists- under the command of Lt. 
WEXLAR were ordered forward at once and the C-cmbat Team S-3 was sent to the 
rear to bring Major KRAUS and' his men and to go to the 45th Division o mmand 
post.. Here bs was to send a message to tte 1st Division and the 82.d Division 
informing them of the Combat Team plan to advance W e st along the GELA highway* 

c. The twenty parachutists under the command of Lt.. WEXLLAR ar- 
rived promptly and after being given the situation, were moved in the direction; 
of BIA230 RIDGE,. They were ordered to proceed west to the aGaTE RIVER, and 
were accompanied by the Combat Team Commanding Offf icer/. Several hundred yards 
short of the Ridge they came under smulL arms fiire coming' from. the Ridge.. 
They continued to advance driving the enemy to tSie West. tJpon reaching the 
top of the Ridge they met intense snail! arms and mortar fire that stopped 

' their advance.. Here they were ordered to dig in and hold until the arrival . 
of the Battalion. 

d. . At- approximately lOO© the 3rd Battalion, group,, consisting of 
about 200 men, arrived at the railroad station umder the command of wa^jcr 
HAGAN,. The Combat Team Commanding Officer outlizned the situation to L.ajcr 
HAGAN and directed him to proceed West along the GELA Road to the ACATE RIVER.* 

■ here to reorganize' and move forward on Combat Tesm order.. Rolls were dropped* 
orders issued, and the battalion. moved ouW By fthis time it was established 
through contact with .the I80.TH LWaWRY that the. regiment was held up on et 
line generally parallel, to the GELA highway aid. South of that, road.. They had 
been unable to advance. Upon- the departure of tKhe battalion a. small combat 
team, reserve of about three squads was made up,., Later in tiie day the forty 
men from "L 11, Company,, 180.TH Ii^ANTRY,, joined thiis unit.. 




<9 , The, attack of .the Battalion, continued west with some losses from 
small arms fire- until about noon. At this tine it had advanced about one mile; 
Only German troops were, encountered and a number were wounded, killed and" cap- 
tured early' in the f ight, - From there it was. determined that the enemy force 
consisted of one battalion of the Bsrnan Goering Division. It was evidently 
within supporting distance of another battalion and a largo number of tanks. 
About noon tho Germans counterattacked with tanks inflicting heavy losses on 
our attacking infantry, ftfejor Bagan was wounded. and evacuated and I/fejor Krause 
who had arrived took- comand of the battalion. Orders were issued by the Combat 
Team CommaixL ing Officer to the reserve to dig in on BIA230 KIDGL. /It appeared 
evident that the Ridge* dominated the area between the ACATE River and VITTORIA 
and its loss would seriously jeopardize the landings of the 45th Division. It 
was decided t« hold the Ridge at all cost and if the tanks entered the defense 
to destroy the infantry accompanying them, Because of the loss of equipment 
during the drop there were few rocket launchers present. By noon one 7$im 
howitzer had arrived, ■ about an hour later another arrived and by the end of the 
day there were three present. 

f , Shortly after noon Captain Ireland of the Combat Team Staff was ■ 
sent up a*s liaison party for a 155^ Battalion and a Navy 5 inch liaison party* 
They did splendid work and about three o'clock: were firing upon the known German 
assembly areas and positions. . By this time all of the launchers except three- 
had bean destroyod and the tanks were within $0 yards of the Combat Team Command 
ibst. The 45 th Division also sent up two 5.7*33- anti-tank guns. One 75™ 1 S un 
from the 456th Field Artillery Battalion engaged and destroyed one of the at- 
tacking tanks. The attacking forces withdrew and appeared to be regrouping and 
reorganizing about 1000 yards to a nils in front of the ridge. 

Eif oomation -was received at 1800 that Regimental Headquarters Com- 
pany, 505th farac hut e Infantry, under the command of Lieutenant Swinglor, with 
some Engineers 'of "B", Company, ■ had been located and would arrive by 2000.' At 
about the same time a company of tanks (11) arrived. Orders were then issued 
for a counter-attack to be made at 8:30 (2030} employing Regimental Headquarters 
Company, the available engineers and the tank company supported by all available 
artillery fire. The mission given the attacking force was to attack andfdestroy 
all enemy to the front, advancing far enough to permit evacuation of our dead 
and wounded, and then to organize a further defense around DIAZ2A RIDGE. - 

h. The attack jumped off at about 8i45« Very heavy mortar and artil- 
lery fire was brought, to bear on the attacking troops and on : the Ridge. The, -at- 
tack was continued through the enemy- position, inflicting heavy losses in men 
and equipment upon him. Twenty- two dead bodies and many wounded were recovered. 
The Germans withdrew in apparent confusion, leaving many dead- and wounded and 
considerable equipment of all types. Four tanks were believed to have been 
knocked out, although all but, one were recovered by the Germans during the night. 

i. The following day, the dead were buried and those not yet' found re- 
moved from the battlefield. . All,. abandoned enemy e quipment was taken up, u r 
lossds were forty- three killed and, 100 wounded. No equipment was lost. Enemy, 
losses abandoned- on the battlefield amounted to about fifty killed. Fifty pri- 
soners were taken, all German. Two armored cars were knocked out, twelved six- 
inch Russian mortars captured, besides many machine guns, small arms, vehicles 
and ammunition dumps, a. calibre .50 gun crew of Battery "D", 456th Field Artil- 
lery, is credited with knocking down three IS . 10 9 1 s which strafed and bombed our 
positions on the Ridge, : -The Battalion Commanding Officer confirms the f. ct that 
one was 3 hot down* ... 

One section of Battery "0", 456th Field Artillery, under command of 
Lieutenant Loren and Sergeant Thomas, particularly distinguished themselves 
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by taking positions in the open at t ho top of JiUZZQ RIDGE and engaging 
openly tanks in range, -Despite small arms fire of all' types and four rounds 
of direct fire from an 88nm cannon on a Mark VI tank which the gun disabled, 
this crew held their '-gun in position even after members of the crew were 
■knocked down by shell concision. They succeeded in delaying the tanks in 
■the attack until sufficient reinforcements arrived to permit continuation of 
the attack. 

^ Third Eattalion Medical Section under Captain' McElroy, and ele- 
ments of the Regimental Aid Station under the Regimental surgeon, Captain 
Smith,, and the Assistant Regimental burgeon,, Lieutenant Suer, were outstand- 
ing in their, intense and devoted performance of their first aid tasks tinder 
fire of all types „ Wounded were removed from the battlefield promptly at all 
times t allowing the maximum number of combat troops to be kept in the engage- 



The planning for this unit's part of the "HUSKY" Operation began in the 
middle of May, 1%3 while it was stationed at OUJDA, FRENCH MOROCCO* The 
82d Airborne. Division was given the. mission of securing the amphibious land- 
ing of the 1st. Division in SICILY by establishing an airborne bridgehead. 
The 1st Division was to land- .between GBLA ; and SCOGLHTI at 0355 hours on July 
lC.th, 1943. u The -greatest threat to the- success of this landing was a German 
fanzer. Division. concentrated near -CALTAGIROilE, a small town -about' 15 miles 
inland. 

It was determined that the best method off 'accomplishing this mission was 
to. drop a parachute combat team to seize and hold - the' road .net and surround- 
; ing terrain running from CALTAGIR02-IS to the sea, ■■ The object was to prevent 
the, enemy from intercepting the landing of the 1st Infantry' .-Division., The 
center of this defense was to be the intersection -where the minor road run- 
ning south from CALTjlGIROJlE- met the main coast road running between GEIA and 
VITJORIA. . . 

The combat team was mad o up to include the 505th Parachute Infantry, the 
3d., Battalion of the 504th Parachute Infantry, the 456th Field Artillery, and 
Company "B" of the 307th Airborne S ng i ne ers B 'The time set for the drop was 
2346 hours on July 9th, 1943. 

With the mission assignod, a training program was drawn up for specia- 
lized work to be done during the period prior to the jump to better prepare 
us ; for the fight to caae. This schedule provided for both day and night 
training in all .necessary basic subjects. such as bayonet fighting, scouting 
arid patrolling, and hand to .hand fighting, as. the period progressed, small 
unit .tactics were reviewed -with emphasis placed on setting up defensive posi- 
tions at night ? ' Ranges were-. made available for final zeroing of all weapons* 

The regimental plans and training section developed a standard plane 
loading plan for botfe. equipment end porsonnel which was tried and accepted < 





/s/t/ James il gavbt, 

Colonel, Infantry,'' 
Command ing 



: THE PLAN 



Battalion combat teams were organised end began training as such. Each one 
executed a practice parachute jump with their full combat loads, stressing the 
method of assembly and t-he tactics of defense. The. entire combat team partici- 
pated in a dry run of ■ the actual operation during the latter part of June*, In , 
this problem only jumpmasters jumped working from jump patterns already on tho_ 
ground, Sard table replicas of the operational terrain were made and studied in 
conjunction with aerial photographs,. 

The training area was in the wind swept, dusty valley eight miles north of 
0UJDA o The terrain was generally flat and rocky with little or no vegetation. 
There was some hilly ground to the west and this was utilized as much as pos- 
sible. The temperature was the greatest training obstacle, often reaching 120 
degrees. 

The first days of July, the. combat team moved by plane to the vicinity of 
KAIRQUaN, TUNISIA. Here each battalion combat team was bivouacked near the air- 
field where its planes were based. The week just prior to the actual operation 
was spent clearing up supply and administrative details. The operation was . 
gone over in more detail with the help of better aerial photographs and map$. 
Equipment and weapons were given the final touches. The Air Corp£pprovided 
training in the use of their rubber life rafts and other safety devices. 

The morning of the 9th of July was spent in loading the equipment bundles 
in the para-racks and the drop testing of them. During the afternoon the men 
rested and dressed for combat. After the evening meal the Company Commanders 
gathered their men around them and gave them final instructions and the pass 
word. Everyone, less the rear echelon, then moved by truck to their planes, 
last minute conferences were held between jumpmasters and pilots and the take 
off started at 2020 hours, 

' THE AIR CORES MG LE 

The combat team was flown in the planes of the 52d Wing, which was broken 
down-" into five serials . The Third Battalion Serial was flown by the 314th 
Group, the 504th Battalion Serial by the 64th Group, the First Battalion Serial 
by the 313th Group, the Headquarters Serial by the 316th Group and the Second 
Battalion Serial by the 6lst Group* Each serial was to fly as an individual 
unit on a definite planned time schedule. The flight plan consisted of a ren- 
dezvous over TUNISIA, then east to tie Island of MALTA, then northwest to SICILY 
and along its southern coast to the point east of GSLA where each group turned ■ ■- 
north over the LAGO DI BIvARRK to -their drop zones,, Here the parachutists were 
to jump when the pilots turned on the green jump light., 

This drop plan however did not materialize for several reasons, a strong 
west wind developed ranging between 20 and JO miles per hour and literally blew 
the planes off their course whereupon the pilots lost their direction. Strong 
anti-aircraft fire was encountered along the coast and at the cross roads in the 
drop area which also drove the planes off the course. As the result the Combat 
Team, was spread over an area sixty five miles wide* 

Stone fences, rock piles, and olive trees covered the area in which most 
men landed, a large number consequently were seriously injured on the jump* 
Leg and ankle injuries were the most common, however one soldier broke his back 
on landing, The rugged nature of the terrain also made the assembly plan more . 
difficult, 

THE F IR ST FIV E D*YCi 

The First Battalion Serial which was 'supposed to be dropped just -northwest 
of the crossroads above GliLA was well scattered, A group of three hundred ard 
twenty were dropped three miles, northwest' of . the city of AVOLA on the eastern 
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coast of the Island. . Small groups were organised, found their equipment, and 
b&eame involved in several small skirmishes with the Italians,. The individual 
groups were assembled ; at ■ daylight and a ttacked the town of AVOLa. After some 
short skirmishes with. -the enemy, contact was made with the British,' This group 
then moved to the outskirts of the city and, set up a defensive position,, The 
next day was spent in reorganization and- the evacuation of. the wounded „ On 
July 12th this group started marching toward GELA in an effort to rejoin the 
Combat Team. Upon -their arrival in NOTO they received word that the Eritish 
were ordered by Allied Force Headquarters to evacuate all parachutists in that 
area that had been cut off from their unit* This was done from embarkation 

. points south of aVOLA. V«hile enroute the parachutists acted as guards for 
Bcisdnevs of War who were also being evacuated, Debarkation of this group was 
made at SOtBSE, TUrUSE^., and they wore 'then sent overland to KaTROUAN. Another' 
group of this .same serial was dropped about two miles northeast of their actual 
drop 3-pne and landed in a well fortified area..,. Several skirmishes developed 
immediately and :before the group could become oriented they were pinned down by 
fire. The next night parte- -of • this group -started moving south. On July 11th, 

^ the main body was attacked by several German ■ .tanks,, jv stiff fight developed 
and the Battalion Commander,, Lieutenant Colonel Q-orham, was killed, Tarts- of 
tha l6th. Infantry joined- this group at this' time and- took, up the fight with 
anti-tank weapons. On the,. 13th the Battalion Executive Officer, Major v/inton, 
assembled the group. and awaited the arrival of the °ombat Te.am on the 14th, 
Qne plane of this serial searched for their drop zone and finally returned 

• without dropping for lack of gasoline, .Another, plane, dropped their parachut- 
ists near LiARIHA DI RiiG-lBA, 

•Th$ Third Battalion Serial was dropped at 0030 hours in between SCOGLITTX 
and VITTORIA. The men assembled in.- small, groups and due to the unfamiliar ter- 
rain were .unable to orient themselves,* The early hours of the morning were 
spent' in scare hing :f or 'equipment bundles* A provisional battalion command post' 
was set up about , tto . miles -north, of SOOGLTTTI at 0345 hours. Patrols were sent 
out in an effort to contact the others battalions, A defensive position was 
organized and the- salvage of equipment began, At I900 hours a group of one ' 
hundred and sixty men started marching toward VITTORIA leaving, a salvage crew , 
of twenty- men- behind, After marching two miles. the Battalion Coramnndpr, Major' 
Krause, contacted the Regimental Exeputive Off icer. who directed the Battalion 
to bivouac \for the night . about four miles west of VITTpHIA' on the GELA Road. 
Another. group of this same Battalion consisting of about sixty men moved west 
during the first night and set up a defense on a hill eleven miles west of VIT- 
TORIA, Kore they remained until they joined the combat team on July 13th, 
Several other, small groups contacted the enemy along the .road to VITTORIA from 
SCOG^TTI but- only small skirmishes developed . Eventually these, men. found 
their way to Hill 125 where the Combat Team assembled*. 

■ ■ THE KLA2SI RIDGE "BATTLE . \ 

At. 06l5 hours on July 11th, the Combat ' Team Commander ordered the Third 
Battalion group and all others that had assembled to march west on the GELA- 
VITTORiix OAST- Road in an effort to reap h the. assigned defensive area ./"Ab out 
O830 hours at a position approximately eight miles west of VITTORIA' the point 
Of the column was fired upon, .Under command , . of the Third Battalion Executive 
Officer the Battalion deployed and moved on to Kill.,. 125 , 011 their right. Al- 
ready on the hill wore- about: twenty, parachutists; .from the airborne engineers. 
The Battalion machine gun ; platoon wis brought forward and a section placed on 
each f lank. -. An attack was made immediately ' and by. 0915 . hours the enemy had' 
been driven put of the valley to, the. west. The 81am .mortar observation post' ' 
■then moved forward, and, with, a 536 radio,-. -the mortar .platoon leader directed ef- 
fective fire.; .-on enemy positions' in . build ings 400, yards to the northwests One ' 
mortar shell lit on top. of " what was thought to to a. pillbox and turned out to 
■be a tank' (Mirk VI), -This ..taqk,, then. pulled,'out, and '.started down the road to 
the enemy*s rear. In a few minutes it ' retux-ned' with three other tanks which'"' 



worked their way forward into our positions in the vineyard. Bazookas were sent 
forward but were unable to place effective fire. Both tanks and ground guns 
then laid down heavy to chine gun fire which covered our entire position,, At 
this tine the assistant mortar platoon leader was killed^ the executive officer 
seriously wounded. Casualties were increasing,, The tanks advanced to the base 
of Hill. 125 under cover of the enemy machine gun Sire but our lines held on the 
crest. The bazookas held their fire until the tajiks were within seventy five 
yards and scored two hits* This apparently caused the enemy to be uncertain, of . 
our strength and to withdraw* As one tank turned a -direct hit was made on the ■ 
rear of the tank which caused it to catch fire, 

One and one half sections of the parachute artillery (75™ howitzer) Bat- . 
talion then moved into position behind Hill 125 and delivered fire on the enemy 
positions. One gun was moved to the crest of the hill and then ensued a duel 
of heavy caliber fire in which two enemy tanks were knocked out. Fire was re- 
quested from the 45th Division Artillery and an observer was brought forward. 

After adjustment by radio, effective fire was placed on enemy positions. 
Tank support was requested and it arrived at 1745 hours along with seventy five 
more members of the combat team. An attack was made around sundown in an effort 
to recover our- dead and wounded. Company L of the 180th Infantry supported the 
attack from the right flank. 

A request was made through a Navy Liaison Officer for supporting Naval fire. 
The coordinates Yfere radioed in and within three minutes, fire was placed on 
the target without adjustment* It appeared as though the enemy was attempting 
an attack at ljhe same time. : 120mm mortar fire covered the hill we held and 
many casualties were inflicted- This was the most harassing fire yet received* 
The tanks completed their mission which was a- circuit through the valley to 
our front. Two enemy tanks were knocked out* Our tanks returned to the rear 
in their original position. This attack drove the enemy completely from the 
- valley. The wounded were taken to the aid station and equipment lost in the 
valley during the morning was recovered* The position on the hill was then 
consolidated and outposts placed for' the night, and so ended the 11th of July,. 
1943. 

The Second Battalion Serial was dropped in an area about six miles north- 
west of the small town of MAI1INA DI lUGUoiW Complete assembly was not achieved 
until the noon of the 10th. In the mean time small skirmishes were fought with 
pillboxes and machine gun nests arid several casualties ro suited. At 1400 hours, 
the battalion moved out toward the beach, Scattered sniper fire was encountered 
during the march from behind the many stone walls which covered the country- 
side. The Battalion was held up at one point enroute and a Company was sent 
- around the right to flank the enemy position, This Company ran into an Italian 
Garrison located about a mile north of LARIM-DI R^jMEjA. The garrison was com- 
• posed of two barracks and six- pillboxes which were all taken after a short fire 
.fight- In this ■ instance no casualties were sustained. Information was gained 
as 'the whereabouts of the Combat Team and the Battalion proceeded to march in 
that direction through the ST. CROCE CAMERINA and VICTORIA. The unit reached 
the crossroads six miles west of VITT0B.IA by the morning of the twelfth and re- 
joined the Caaba t Team. 

The Headquarters Serial (less the demolition section) was dropped between 
■ ST, CHOCS CAMERINA and VICTORIA, The main body of this serial worked their way 
in small groups toward VITTORIA and eventually . to Hill 12.5 . Several skirmishes, 
developed involving pillboxes and roadblocks- along the way. The group which was 
supposed to be dropped, near the railroad bridge three miles east of GEIA was 
dropped sixty five miles away, just' south of iuYfUClSA on- the eastern coast , of 
the Island,, They set up a defensive position around a highway bridge which the 
British later took over. On July 20th, this demolition section was evacuated bo 
S01BSE, TUNISIA, from Sm.Cl7JA. . 
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The Third Battalion of the 5C4th was scattered from their assigned drop 
zone north and west to NISCEMI. A large number were taken prisoner by the C*er- 
maTs ?n this area. Small groups formed and slcwly fought the nr way back to 
their assigned drop zone and dug in awaiting their regiment. 

Company I was dropped on their assigned drop zone at 2349 hears and pro * 
seeded J, cLmplish their missions. A, part of the Company set up 
position adjacent to their drop zone but no enemy was encountered. One platoon 
P o? the Company proceeded to the beach to contact the 36th Infantry but met 
stiff resistance from ,n Italian garrison, a patrol T^?^^/^ ^ 
the LAGO DI BIVARRE and lit the beacon fire to guide the 16 th Infantry on tneir 
landing. W^hlte se missions accomplished the parts ef the Company withdrew 
to tht defensive position and. awaited the arrival of the combat team. One 
planf of the Company dropped their load near NlSCEKt and was then shot down by 
anti-aircraft fire. This group rejoined the Company on July 13th. 

July'Sth and 13th were spent in the burial of the dead and salvaging -c£ 
enemy and cur own equipment and reorganization, 

THE ROJiD TO TRAPANI 

On July 14th, the Combat Team, after collecting of remnants, moved te a 
bivouac area five miles east of GELA. The next three days were spent in the 
carenieaning, and inspection of Equipment. On July ^i**^^™ 
started moving as. par.t of the Division through LKATn to AuRIGENTO, SCL.CCA, 
MENFI, and SAN. MAflGHERlTA , 

On July 25d, the Third Battalion Commander . received orders to alert ^ s 
coniaand tor\ moment as advance guard for ^^^^^ 10 °° 
hour, orders cametto move by truck on Highway 11 5 ^™ fiance of 4 5 
SALEMI, and CALTAF IMF into the province and city of TRAPANI, ^ d ^tance oi<K> 
miles. The Battalion entrucked and wi t h attachments crossed IP at 11?0 hour. 
Or ^ of march: Company, 11 G-" Company "Headquarters" ^^ t SXShuL 

85d Chemical Mortar Battalion, "I" .Company, ana^attery 456th P*r ^chute 
Field Artillery Battalion. Nino donclitionists from Regimental Headquarter, 
Company wore attached to Head qmr tor B Company. The third Platoon of Company B, 
307th Airborne Engineers, was attached to the point for the purpose of detecting 
andrreducing mine fields and demolitions, thus securing the uninterrupted ad- 
vance of tho main body. . , ,. 

Mined roads. -wore encountered at two points north and northwest of SANTA 
HINFA . Engineer crews auickly ql eared those hazards during short halts, ihcnce 
tho advance was without 'incident to a point 10 km oast of TRAPAHI. Hore a group 
was dispatched to capture some Italian soldiers who were soon taking cover m a- 
'nearby railroad tunnel. After the preparations for an attack were made, the 
enemy surrendered. As the column advanced, a party was left to take control of 
tho prisoners and to investigate a radio station which was situated several hun- 
dred yards to tho north of tho highway at this point. Investigation showed .ho 
station to bo abandoned and the equipment destroyed. After a flurthor advance of 
about 5 km, tho point was fired upon by small arms and: machine gun fire origina- 
ting from trenches and small pillboxes on the right and left of the road, the 
heaviest portion of fire came from the stronger points on the right. The resis- 
tance appeared reluctant to carry the fight and the : forward elements of the ad- 
vance party rapidly closed in. Seizure was made without casualties and 110 
Italian officers and men were taken prisoner s . As the Advance Guard proceeded, 
the point was halted byartillery fire about J km. east of the city of TRAPAHI 
at about 1500 hours.' The artillery fire appeared to be coming from the high 
ground approximately 1,000 yards north of the road. The point displaced forward 
to feel out and reconnoiter the enemy positions and strength. After determining 
the enemy to be emplaced ill. strong fortified positions on the road and high 
ground to the right, orders were issued to detruck, deploy and move forward to 



ready positions in preparation for a coordinated attack against the enemy posi- 
tions. This movement continued rapidly with the point displacing forward. 

At approximately 15^5 the Company Commanders wore given their missions with 
imperative instructions that the advance be rapid and all cover od approaches- be 
utilised. The disposition of the Battalion Combat Team was as. follows* "H 11 
Company to move forward on the left of the road with the road as a right boun- 
dary; .1 Company on the right; Headquarters Company in support of "a"' Company 
in- reserve. The plan was to soiae and destroy enemy installations on the high • 
ground and thereafter to move forward - on TRA.PA2JI, . Line of departure was a north-* 
east-southwest lino through the hangars at MILO AIRPORT. Jump off was immediate : 
and advance was- swift. Supporting fires were called for from 105' s>- 75's, and 
chemical mortars which wore received after some delay. Enemy artillery from 
positions', mentioned above- increased and was joined by heavy caliber, flat tra- 
jectory explosive fire which seemed to originato at a point southwost of the" 
airport. * 

The advance of the assault companies was swift and well controlled and es- 
sentially, aided by the dominating accurate fire laid down by the light machine 
gun platoon, harassing the" enemy to the extent that this return fire was inoffoc-' 
tive. Actions of the LMG Platoon in this operation was superior. Good alter- 
nate gun positions were us'cd. 

Friendly counter-battery fire could bo heard from the 75mm and Chemical 
Mortar positions in an arc-hard about 1 km, to thd rear. First supporting ■fires 
wore registered by the 456th Field Artillery Battalion and continued throughout 
the assault. Though necessarily in close proximity throughout to our forward 
dements,, the fire fell with great accuracy on onomy targots. 

At 1605, the Company Commander of Headquarters Company, was summoned by the 
Battalion Commander, then at an observation post, to bo given the mission for' the 
61mm Mortar Platoon. As the forward movement .continued rapid! v, it .-assumed a . 
northwesterly direction toward the gun emplacements on the high ground to the 
north of the road, A group moving west on the highway encountered a roadblock 
and pillbox manned by twenty of tho onomy. The group fired several rounds afcd 
the onomy surrendered. Fire was immediately placed from tho captured guns 
against the positions on the hill. This fire was maintained until it was- masked 
a short time later by " 1"/ Company closing with the enemy. 

The attack continued, " I" ' Company gaining their objective. Enemy resistance 
then ceased and the Battalion quickly reorganized. Company " I" was assigned the 
mission of mopping up enemy installations and securing garrisons and stores on 
the hill., This mission yielded ^-prisoners including one Naval v-arrieon con- 
taining large stores of naval explosives, torpedoes, etc. ( partly wrecked by the 
enemy}; ..!2-90ram field, pieces, ammunition, small arms, etc. 

. No. -enemy.. inflicted casualties were sustained, by this unit due to the 
inability of the enemy artillery to follow its . rapid covered approach. .- Thrr^-h- 
out the movement artillery fire fell in and near the rear elements. . 

The approach mar ch" formation continued its movement im Hi-n-hw v 113 in+o 
TRAPANI; order 'of march:' "H" , Headquarters and »»« Companies * After advancing 
about ,1 km. into the city, the Division - Command ing Officer- halted -the column and 
the Division G-2 went forward and received the' official- surrender of the city. ' 

At 2000 the Battalion Combat Team was ordered to a bivouac area 2 km. easrt 
of the ci.ty on Highway llj . - Gno-platoon given the mis-ion of outposting the en- 
trance to the. city, was-l e ft t6 maintain order in compliance with the terms of 
the surrender.' ;■ -,..■:■ ' 

After the- capture of TRAPANI, tho Combat Team patrolled the city and surround- 
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ding areas. Training w>r, conduct od whenever it could be done in conjunction 
with the guard work, A Battalion problem was hold on the terrain to the oast 
and- proved profitable- On August 20th the Combat Team moved back by piano to 
AFRICA and so ended the Campaign in SICILY. , 

^.SECTION III 

«04TH PARA CHUTE INFANTRY R EPORTS ^ ^ 

HEADQUARTERS f5P4rK PARACHUTE INFAJJTRY 
f. P._ 0-^69 > U. 3, Army 

August 21, 1945 - 
SUBJECT; AIRBORNE ASSAULT OPERATIONS - 9-14 July 194j. 

"0 t Conanahding General, 82 d Airborne Division. \ S C ^ - v '...' 

G.EMERAL 

r~7. ' 

.J*"** Thin is an informal report on the activities of the 5d Battalion, 
504th Parachute Infantry, participating with Corcbit Toam 505 in the initial air- 
borne assault operations in SICILY during tho period 9-1 4 July 19%. 

•HP 1 @"« Tho first .piano-loads of elenonts of tho Jd Battalion, S04th Para- 
chute Jnfahtry, opera ti ng vith Combat Team %>% were dropped in SICILY about 
11 50 on the night of 9 July 194-5, scattered over an area approximately 60 miles 
wide, southeast and east of iMSCpII to PAOHINQ in the southeast tip of the is- 
land.. Six plane-loads wore not a ceo uncarted for, and from another ■ 10 planes, only 
1 to 5 m on Tfero located during initial operations. Groups assembled and organi- 
zed as best they -ecu!;}, and attempted to contact other groups aid move toward 
scheduled drop zones cr roach tho Battalion Command Post. 

# ?' ' Many isolated elements, scattered in the British area of operations, 
attached themselves to Canadian forces, worked and fought with them, and some 
were evacuated by tho British to the coast and picked up by Major Beall on 10 
and 11 July, In the American sector, isolated men and.-groups attached them- 
selves to Seventh Amy Units and fought with then until able to contact the Bat- 
talion. The size of -groups- assem bled, ranged from 6 to 10 7 a on, the latter num- 
ber being reached, after several days of action. 

^=*fc*. Generally, it. appeared that the TO planes had bocorao widely dispersod, 
either as the result of poor navigation or by separation from formations in the 
face of heavy Ac.k-Ack. Plane-loads wore dropped everywhere. Some wore engaged 
while landing, most within an hour or so later as t the men located or were loca- 
ted by the enemy. Vory little .decisive fighting occurred during darkness of 
night 9-10. July, but early on the 10th, as officers wero able to/issemble men, 
each group did what it could,'- endeavoring to reach Battalion objectives or tho 
Command Post, knocking out whatever enemy resistance was found enrouto, or con- 
solidating with other groups for offensive, action at .vital points, 

is noteworthy that operations of the many Battalion groups were con- 
ducted in spite of tho severe loss., of key pars onn el during the night landings, 
It was later determined that initial losses included all Company Commanders^ all 
1st Sergeants, oxcopt one, all tho Battalion Staff except Major Beall, all com- 
munication except- four runners and one 511 operator, and all supply section NCO's 
except one artificer. Many of. th«jse miaaing men may have been evacuated and may 
poiieibly turn up later. . 



^6* ACTION VICINITY HX SOEMI 

'•^--Llo.utonant. ..)a.Boa- 0, Otti Tho group with Lieutenant Ott landed noar- 

■ est of all to schoduiou Drop So no, approximately miles away from it, falling 
noar an orchard. After landing, ho managed to assemble approximately 15 mori, 

. somo injured, and sot out with thou .to, accomplish his^-mission, that, of covering 
r'ightT flank of tho Battalion, which ho thought was in position as scheduled. He 
moved north toward aaho-cise,. found that occupants, were -friendly, and loft 4 injur© 
troopers thoro* Lieutenant Ctt then crionxed himself in .relation to NISCEMI by 
questioning tho Italians. From about 0200 of. 10 July, ■ ho patrolled the area to 
■tho east and got exact bearings for road to' KISCEMI. .-'■■■ 

^* Lieutenant Colo n ol C har lea 'if. Kour.B i About i mile from east-west ■ 
secondary road to HISCEMI and^ some 5 miles southeast of NISOEMI, Lieutenant 
Colonel Kouns , with 9 men, was in position on a hill. Early on the morning of 
10 July, Lieutenant Ott working oast, joined' his , group to that of Lieutenant 
Chanel Kouns . In position, they saw a column of 'German Infantry, estimated air; 
one rogiacnt of the Hermann Soering Division, moving along the road toward NIS- 
CEMI and turning loft on the by-pass toward GELA. Lieutenant Colonel Kouns aske 
Lieutenant Ott. to go to tho'ro-d and observe. Lieutenant Ott, with 9 enlisted 
mon, including a rocket-launcher team, proceeded' toward tho road, a distance of 
500-700 yards, covered by the rifles of Lieutenant Colonel Kouns. and the romainir 
men. This was accomplished- without observation by the ^nsmy, although they had 
machine guns in position dominating tho zona. Lieutenant Ott poached a cactus 
hcago -rend through an opening ■ obsorvod that tho Onemy was taking a break and thoi 
■mon wore somewhat scattered'. ■ 

Lieutenant . Ott was' soon by a Gorman officer, g.§ he shot him and took a 
rocket-launcher from one of his: non and blew a German car to bits, killing three 
officers and the driver. German trucks and rifleman opened firo. Colonel Kouns 
and- his men directed a covering firo against tho enemy as- Lieutenant Ott' a group 
withdrew by taking .quick cover in. bamboo and running or crawling back through ao 
: vineyard, getting to a house with three' of his men. 

: t;*,, Lieutenant Willis J. F 1 err ill-is Landing approximately s ix miles south- 

east of JISCEM I,; Lieutenant Porrill and two men marched north and, by 0900., 10 
July, had assembled 24 enlisted men. A strong defensive position was set up on 
the H*gjk'- ground at- CASTLE NOOSRA, 5 miles southeast of KISCEMI. A patrol sent 
out to contact the rest of the Battalion encountered a company of German anti- 

■ aircraft; In the engagement two Germans were killed and two captured, but the 
patrol- was -forced to withdraw to the defensive- position. About 1400, 10 July, 
about 20 Italians attacked the position and were 'repulsed, losing 14 of 'their 
force killed and- 2 captured. In this engagement Private S. R. Hord killed 7 
Italians while attacking hostile machine gun positions, enabling his men to use 
captured machine;. gun fire oh rest of enemy. . At the same tine Private Lane killed 
four Italian riflemen who were protecting tho machine guns.' This engagement 
lasted approximately four hours, then the remaining Italians fled, leaving behind 
machine guns, rifles, pistols, ammunition, and transportation. During thennight, 
hostile patrols were, driven off with a few shots by the listening posits which had 
been established by Lieutenant Ferrill. During the morning of thellth there was 
no action. At 1500 Lieutenant V/atts contacted Lieutenant Willis J. Ferrill and 
that afternoon LieutenanT^'fatt ' a- group joined Lieutenant Ferrill. 

*^ lieutena nt George. J. Watts ? About . l|- miles southeast of NISOEMI, l&t 
Lieutenant George J. 'tfatta had assembled another group of about 15 men by 08JO, 
and had moved to a strategic hill and set up all round defensive positions which 
were? maintained July 10-11. About 1 300 on Sunday, 11 July,' this group contacted 
Lioutenant Porrill 1 s group by radio and moved over to join them. About I53O, 13 
-July, tho group fired on a column of German Infantry moving northeast toward NIS- 
' CEMI. with 2 tanks. A fiorco fight ensued with the paratroopers repulsing the Ger- 
' mans, killing about 75 and losing 5 of their own men. 



In this engagement, maps were captured which proved of great value 
to the 16th Infantry, as well as cor tar a and other equipment. Private Lane, 
under exposure of heavy enemy machine gun and rifle fire, carried water to 10? 
of his companions. The group had; mined roads surrounding their position (HAWKINS 
mines) and fought with 5 machine guns, 2 mortars, rifles "and 2 rocket-launchers-, 
plus machine guns which Lieutenant Merrill's men had captured, and had plenty 
of ammunition. On l4 July, Lieutenant Watt's group contacted a motorized pat- 
rol of the 16*th Infantry who asked that ho hold the position to protect the 
right flank, bounded and er.emy prisoners were turned over to the 16th Infantry. 
On l4 July, he located the Battalion Command Post and reported there with re- 
maining 104 men. Captured itaterirel included German rocon cars, valuable medi- 
cal supplieo, three 240mrn Russian mortars , eight German machine guns, and a 
large quantity of ammtmition* 



LieutemntJVcd^ Thomas? _ About 5 miles southeast of NISCEMI, 1st 
Lieutenant Fred E. Thomas landed, and at 020Q on the 10 July, he and five en- \ 
listed men advanced towards tflSCEKI reaching the outskirts of the city about 
O550. No troops were located there and the group worked their way west looking 
for the rest of the Battalion. About 1000, 10 July, they encountered a- strong 
force of Germans which was under fire. Lieutenant Thomas andhhia group attacked 
the loft roar of the Germans, killing seven Germans, losing two dead and one 
wounded of this group. The unidentified friendly force which had been .firing 
on the Germans had withdrawn, and Lieutenant Thomas was forced to withdraw with 
his two remaining men. Later that day eight men from "H" l! Company, under command 
of Private Ferrari, joined Lieutenant Thomas. The group of eleven worked its 
way to the southeast, several times being subjected to the firo of artillery 
and automatic weapons. On the l4th July, Lieutenant Thorns came upon alargo 
winery, about 10 miles east of GELA , in which were two seriously injured and 
throe uninjured men of the l<5th Infantry. While treating the injured, three 
German tank-men entered the winery and were captured. However, the winery was* 
covered by two Mark VI Tanks. The] Germans also had a wounded man, and an agree- 
ment was reached whereby neither force would take prisoners, but would attempt 
to procure a doctor to treat the wounded. An American Medical ' Off iccr reached 
the group and attended the injured. Because their two Mark VI Tanks wore too 
slow to evade the advancing Americans, the Germans burned them and about 50 in 
number, with drew on foot towards VICTORIA. Lieutenant Thomas and his rx r oup 
joined the 504th Combat Team in the GELA area about 1700 on 14 July. 

j£S£. ACTION NORTHWEST OF BISCARI - (Lieute nant Peter_J. Eaton) 



Approximately 2 miles northwest of BISCARI, at 2555 on 9 July, 1st 
Lieutenant Potor J. Eaton, "Headquarters Company", Jd Batta Ion Mortar Platoon 
took charge of 5 planeloads that landed intact.. On the morning of 10 July, ho 
rounded up all equipment and men. ho could find and proceeded west toward HISCEMI. 

^ At 1200, 10 July, scouts encountered 2 Italians cars towing 47mm anti- 
tank guns. Thoy killed the occupants and took the guns. With this added equip- 
ment, positions wore sot up, mined,, and manned, with guns covering roads toward 
BISCARI. Sergeant Suggs of Headquarters Company, and" 7 other men of that Company 
manned these guns of which they, had no knowledge. Pore-sighting them, they fired 
them like veterans. 



y^T" About 1230, a column- of Italian motorized infantry, with an ll-ton 
Italian tankotte in load (estimated at a battalion because it occupied about 2200 
yards on Highway NISCEMI-3I3CARI) . Sergeant Su S a and his man knocked out the 
tanketto witn their Italian 47mm anti-tank guns and so-disorganized the foe with 
their firo, backed by their own 81mm mortars, that thoy retreated In confusion. 

■ ' M*^, L \ outorant Eaton > Relieving that the. .enemy force after reorganization, 
would be too large and possess too much fire power for his own weapons, which 
woro carbines, destroyed the enemy equipment and withdrew to the south. 



r> yf On 11 July-, Lieutenant Saton^ group contacted a Battalion of 180th 
Infantry and continued to fight with this force to 12 July, when ho learned lo- 
cation of the'.-Battalion Ocrniand Post -and, joined it In tho' vicinity of G-EJ.A . ' It 
is noteworthy that through all this- fighting, Lieutenant Eaton displayed superior 
leadership and utilisation of h-ic . non and firepower, - and that ho brought his . 
group out without loss of a nan killed or wounded,, On one occasion' tho fight 
was so hot that ho destroyed- his 8lna mortar a and withdrew. Worked with 180th 
Infantry for 2 days « 

ACTION VI C UT IT Y ?A0IttITO ..--j^^^ ' 

1* Major- Boa 11 found himself with ond (l) Medical Off icer ( OaptainjWil- 
liam W, .Kit chin) after jumping baetdo an''.Ital?a.n garrison* Surrounded by enemy, 
who were hunting thou in tho dark, thoy withdrew to a vineyard to figure their 
location and attempt to round up core non. About 0200, 10 " July, they heard 
machine gun fire abotrt 200- yards away and carbine return fire intornlttoDtly for 
l'hour, and know other troopers woro in tho vicinity. About O75O, 10 July., .an 
advance patrol of. Canadians cane up. They gave Major Boa 11 their positions, ho 
asked help to attabk garrison, but was not able, to secure it, because Canauians 
had another mission, that of establishing and protecting boach~hoads in another 
zone, He worked back to the boa ch and got assistance, Tho garrison was taken 
with Canadian assistance a little labor, Ono Italian Officer and 20 enlisted nen 
were captured, and six paratroopers ware released, having boon inpriapnod by Ita- 
lians. The results woro ono United States and one Canadian killod and biu-.i'ed, 
.and one United States Officer and one United States enlisted -an evacuated to 
Canadian Hospital. Major Boall continued his search for core nen, and with what 
he rounded up, went back to the beach on the night of 10 July, staying there all 
night. ' ' : 

, Ormthe norning of. 11 July, went out to 1st Canadian Division Headquar- 

ters on boat, not General Simmons,, who proa is od transportation by boat to" enable 
Americans to rejoin unit. 

Jul y 12 J Tuesday, Major Boall, Captain Kit chin, and 18 enlisted men 
left by RAF crash boat to rejoin unit, and stopped enrouto at coast towns to pick 
up United States paratroopers, landed at SCOOLITTT on lJ-.July, and reported to 
bivouac area west of VITTORIA (jOpth Combat Tean CP; with Captain Kitchin, one 
other officer, and 48 enlisted nen fr.oa various organizations', At VITTORIA, Major 
Beall was told that Battalion Cor-nanding Officer had been captured' and he was in 
conmand> 'Ha 'proceeded to organize the ro.ua in ! er of the -Battalion preparatory bo 
continuing" operations. Assembled, a total- ef 4 officers and 90 enlisted non,' 
Therp^ re organization was affected and Battalion continued its mission with Combat 
Team p04 . 

AUTHMTI CATIOHt 

1. It is indicated that this report does not cover in full <?ot«il ov-ry 
action iii which sections of tho Jd Battalion vero er:giged. It does, -hcvovor ' Pre- 
sent- a ' general pipturo, which will be supplemented by such furtnor data' as'^lld 
become available. 
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ex03rpt from ^4th m^9 mt e inf antry . history book 
11 th| devils w gs y. Rants 11 " 

********* 



SICI LY HISTORY 

Ths African sun, like a bloody curious eye, hung on tho rim of the world 
an hundreds of airplane engines coughed into life, spewing ni nature dust stores 
across the flat wastes of a f'osort airfield. 

Thin alur-inun skins of G-A'/s vibrated liko drawn snaro drun3 and as para- 
troopers heaved thorselvos up into tho pianos and sought their predesignated 
seats, they wrinkled their nos-33 at tho arse 11 of gasoline and lacquer that 
flooded tho planes 1 interiors. 

Spearheading the airborne invasion' of Sicily, the 3d Battalion, 504th Par- 
chute Infantry, crossed the Korth African, coast as the sun flared briefly, thoi 
plume tod into the Mediterranean. Flak roso thinly into tho dusky sky ahead — 
probably Malta, tho paratroopers grinly thought « 

Detached fron tho roginont for tactical requirements, tho 3d Battalion 
crossod over the Sicilian coast on schedule and junpod on its assigned drop 
zone, July 9, 19^3. 

For two days the ncn. of the 3d Battalion fought an. cneriy superior in num- 
bers and oquipnonto By 33/3 it had achieved its initial mission and was re- 
turned to regimental' control* 

The reminder of the rcginent, lead by Colonol R. H. Tucker, loaded pianos 
and took off fron the dusty airstrips around ICairouan, Tunisia, on July 11, 
1943. As tho planes cruisod over tho churning sea, all was quiet; some closed 
their eyes and prayod that it would ronan cuiot, while other anxiously craned 
their nocks to poor ahead or to look down at- the white* capped waves which tossed 
fifteen feet below the pianos. 

Hearing the Sicilian coast, the formation^ of C-47s was; fired upon by a- 
naval vessel* Innediatoly, as though upon a prearranged signal, other vessels 
firod. planes dropped' out of formation and crashed into tho sea. Others, like 
clunsy whales, wheeled and attempted to get beyond the flak, which rose in foun- 
tains of fire, lighting tho stricken faces of nan as they stared through tho 
windows . 

More planes dived into the sea and those that escaped broke fcrnation and 
raced like a covey of quail for what they thought was ■ the protection of tho 
beach. But they wore wrong. Over the beach they wore hit again- this tine by 
American' ground units, who, having seen the naval barrage, believed tho pianos 
to be G-orxan. More planes fell and fron eono of then, nen junped and escaped 
■alive; tho less fortunate woro riddlod by flak before reaching the ground* 

-Firod upon by cur own Navy and shore troops, in one of tho greatest trage- 
dies of World 'far II, tho 504th Parachute Infantry, loss tho 3d' Battalion, was 
scattered liko chaff ' in the wind over the length and breadth of Sicily Island* 
Oolcncl Tucker's plane, after twice flying tho length of "-the Sicilian coast and 
with over -2000 flak.dioles through tho fuselage, roached tho DZ near G-EIA; how- 
over, few others wero as fortunate and by norning, only 400 of tho reginent's- 
1600 non (excluding the 3d Battalion) had roached the regimental area. 



- 37 - 



Other plane loads of 504 a on dropped in iaolatod groups on all parts of 
the island, and although una bio to join tho roginont, carried out donolitions, 
cut linea of connuni cations , established . inland rcad-blocka, anbushod Gernan 
and Italian notorized columns, and caused confusion ovor such extorsive areas 
behind tho oneny linos that initial Soman radio reports ostiaatod tho meter 
of Anorican para chut ia to dropped to to ovor ton tinos tho number actually 
participating* 

On tho ljth of July, with tho Jd Battalion returned to regimental control 
and with about half of tho ronaindor of tho roginont assembled in tho vicinity 
of AGRIG3NT0, tho 504 novod out in the attack., spearheading the coastal drive 
of the 82 d Airborne Division- V/ith Italian light tanks, notor cycles, horses, 
bicycles, nules, trucks, and oven whoolbarrows for transportation, tho roginont 
pressed forward? a cocky, spirited bunch of "mechanized" paratroopers heading 
into battle * 

Resistance, for the nopt part, was light; tho Romans had withdrawn to the 
north and east, leaving bohind garrisons of Italian soldiers who would fire a 
few shots, and Irtdng "saved face" (and other portions of their respective ana- 
tomies) would raise the white flag of surrender. The gruelling Mediterranean 
sun, however, told on the foot-weary paratroopers ; it was march, march, march, 
day and night-they prayed for the enony to aako a stand so that they could stop 
and fight-and rest. For five days and nights this continued, and in an out- 
standing tribute to the physical stamina of parachute troops, nen of the 504 
walked and fought their way fron AGRIG-SNTO to ST. MARGUERITA-a distance of l^O 
niles • 

Having reached ST. MARGUSRI'IA, the roginont again parted fron Division and 
turned north toward ALCAMO and OAS TELLAMARE DEL GOLFO, Those towns wore taken 
successfully and at CAS TELLAMARE tho roginont assumed tho duties of a policing 
forco, which activity they continued for ten days, On the tenth day, tho 504° 
was -shuttled by plane back to its base at KAIROUAN, NORTH AFRICA. 

Although theSicilian operation was costly, both in lives and equipment, 
valuable experience was gained by those who avrvi vod, untold darage was inflic- 
*"Sd behind oneny linos, nany prisoners were captured (tho 82 d Division was credi- 
ted with 22,000), and Nazi and Facist forces were given their first dose of to. 
nodi cine that proved to bo fatal-and one that they understandably feared. It 
was with this experience that tho now-veteran JoVreturnod to AFRICA to prepare 
for tho invasion cf tho Italian mainland. 



SECTION IV 



CASUAL TIES IN SIOILIA H_CAK_PA_IGN 
( CORRECTED THROUGH 5 MAY 1945 ) 



ENTIRE DIVISION 



Of f i ccrs 



Enlisted 
Mon 



Total 



Killed in Action 
Died of "rounds 
Prisoners of War 
Missing in Action 

Missing in Action, tc Return to Duty 
Wound od 

Wounded to Duty 



25 

8 

5 
2 

16 

2k 

80 



I65 
6 

164 

45 
71 
121 
514 
884 



190 
6 

172 
48 
75 
157 
4^8 
964 



casualties 
by" 

type and unit 



Division Headquarters 
Missing in Action 
TOTAL 

5 04-th P ar a chuto Infantry Rogiriont 
Killed in Action 
Died of '"founds 
Prisoners of War 
Missing in Action 



Officers 



Enlisted 
Mon 



11 

6 
4 



Missing in Action to Return to Duty - 
Wounded 

Wounded to Returned to Duty 



TOTAL 



7 

55 



5Q5th Parachute Infantry Ron;ir.Qnt 

Killed in Action 8 
Died of Wounds _ 
Prisoners of War 2 
Missing in Action 

Missing in Action to Return to Duty 2 



Wound c 

Woundod to RctumodotduDtrty 
TOTAL 



7 
Ik 

55 



5_Q7th Airborne Engineer Battalion 

Killed in Action 2 
Prisoners of War 
Missing in Action 

Missing in Action to Returned to Duty - 
Wounded 1 
Wounded to Returned to Duty 2 



TOTAL 



69 
1 

104 

29 
6 
50 
^6 

555 



56 

k 
5 6 

5 
57 
57 
156 

591 



5 
5 
1 

5 
5 

54 



Total 

1 

1 



80 
1 

110 

55 
6 

57 
101 

588 



64 
4 

58 
5 
59 
64 
120 

424 



7 
5 
1 

5 
6 

J2 

59 
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Enlisted 



Of f jog r 5 iMen 

^76th Parachute' Field Artillery 
Battali on 

Killed in Action "2 26 

Prisoners- of War - 

... Missing in Action - 7 

Missing in Action to Returned to Duty- 1 

Wounded - 5 

Wounded to Returned to Duty - 16 

TOTAL 2 55 

456th. Parachute -Field Ar tillery 
Battal ion 

Killed in Action 2 9 
Died of Wcu.v'n - 1 
Prisoner a of War - 1 
Missing in Action — 1 
Missing in Action to Returned to Duty - 4 
Wounded 1 4 
Wounded to Returned to Duty ? . , 2 9, 
TOTAL , 6 49 



TOTAL DIVISION CASUAL TIES ^ _ „ 60. 884 
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SECTION I 



■ "CONTACT MIKMT 11 " ■ 

(A narrative c.:' pre-campaign activities of the 
82d Airborne Division, July ~ September 19430 

FORMORD 

The combat operations of the 62d Airborne Division in the Italian Campaign 
are recorded elsewhere* The following account is concerned qnly with the re- 
markable series of orders, counter orders, plans, changes in plans, marches and 
counter-marches- missions and remissions, by air,, water and land, endured by th 
Division prior to entry in combat,. This record might be termed, "A Saga of 
Change". It is ..a monument to the spirit and mental flexibility of the men and 
officers of the Division,, - 

THE ST QRY 

On July 29, 1943 , the parachute elements of the 82d Airborne Division, 
together with a minimum of Headquarters and Special Troops, some^CCQ officer £ 
and men in all, were disposed in and around TRAp^NI,, CaSTELVETRanO, MARSALA, 
MAZaRA, CASTELLAMARB and ALCAMO, SICILY, 

These troops had just completed a whirlwind conquest of Western Sicily; 
commencing on July 9 when the first parachutist dropped and ending with the 
assault and reduction of the fortified city of TRYPAN I on July 123, 1943. New, 
without rest from the arduous campaign,, they were fully occupied with the 
impressive task of evacuating some 28, CCO prisoners of war, restoring order, 
and assisting in r ehr. bilita ting the country,. The complexity of this work was 
tremendously increased by the fact that, tho- spread throughout the western 
third of the Islar.c, the Division had only 52 jeeps and 48 — 2g- ton trucks. 

Air Corps supplies, personal clothing and equipment, in fact all items 
of issue, were sadly deoleted. Personnel had parachuted or airlanded with one 
combat uniform and in most instances without blankets or tentage. However, the 
troob.s were in fine condition and in excellent morale, 

'The remainder of the Division restively awaited combat orders at their 
departure airfields in the vicinity of KklROUAN, TUNISIA, some 275 miles across 

the MEDIT EHRAKEAN a ■ ■ 

It was under these circumstances that the Division Commander, on July 29, 
1943, received his initial instructions for the participation of the Division 
ih the. coming Italian campaign. Profiting from the lessons learned in SICILY, 
he repeatedly and vigorously urged a minimum of three weeks, combined air — 
ground. training with tho Troop Carrier Command. He urgently recommended that 
the 32d Airborne Division be immediately concentrated in the KAIROUAJJ Aroa for 
the purpose of reorganization, reequipping and training. 

On august" 2, a portion of the Division staff reported to Fifth Army Head- 
quarters at ALGIERS, where plans were formulated for the employment of the 
Division, worked out in detail, and then changed many times. The Fifth Army 
ground force assault plan was definitely fixed, frcm the beginning. In sub- 
stance it was to land on' the SALiRNO' beuches, fi; : ;ht northwest, capture NAPLES, 
push on to RCilE uiiu eventually overrun all of northern ITALY. Hess beat to ex- 
ploit 'the Airborne Division was a problem of considerable concern and much 
speculation. 

By now ■it had become apparent, that higher headquarters would move the Troof 
Carrier Command frcm the RAJROUAN jAIAA to SICILY a few days prior to the. 
Italian campaign* This at once presented a serious obstacle to combined trai- 
ning. Further, it was impossible- to obtain a release so that the troops in 




SICILY could return to KAIROUAN. Permission for the return was witheld until 
other forces be cane available in SICILY to roplacc the 82 d Airborne Division* 

While the Division proper, both in SICILY and in NORTH AFRICA, wont about 
its training and : its duties, operational projects for the Airborne invasion 
of ITALY were born, r.atured and died, one after another, at Fifth Ar-y Head- 
quarters., ALGIERS . 

Tho original of six missions ' for the 82 d Airborne Division, all planned 
in detail, called for tho seizure by an airborne task force of the townn of 
NCCSRA and SARNO at tho ax its to tho passes leading northw-ost frc-n SALERNO. 
Every available transport plane and every available glider, J13 of each, were 
earmarked for the operation. The early capture of these passes, on the nis$ht 
of D-l Day, was held tc bo vitalto tho debouchment of the 10 British Corps" 5 
onto the Plain of .NAPLES „ A snail seaborne task force fron the Division was 
designated to. land in the AMALFI — LiAIORI Area. Plans were developed to the 
last detail. Excellent aerial photographs were obtained,' drop sones and 
landing fields carefully selected and minutely located. Tho air approach to 
the drop zones and landing fields presented rany difficulties. One approach 
would carry tho transport planes over intense enemy flak. Tho other approach 
required passage over the high mountains of tho SORREKTIKE Peninsula. The 
nost suitable drop zones were far fron satisfactory. The nest suitable glider 
land, i a- zones consisted of widely scattered small fields. In or dor for para- 
chutists to drop in force fron a suitable altitude, the flight wb.uld have 
been in fron the sea and across the coast northwest of CAS TELLAMARE . The 
only suitable glider release point was sona 4, 500-6', 000 feet above the SORREN- 
TINE Mountains, with a resultant glide of several Giles, After a great deal 
of study andplannins, the N0C2RA-SARN0 operation was rejected. 

It was now August 12, only two aty-se von days before D-Day, September/ 9th. 

One-half of tho Division was' still scattered over the western end of SICILY, ■ 
not yet re-clothed or roe quipped. There had been no combined air-ground train- 
ing. There was no plan for the employ: -.or. t of the Division, other than the ' ' 
very definite understanding that the Division would bo employed somehow sone- 
where. All of this despite tho continued efforts of the Division Commander to 
concentrate, reorganize and train the Division in the KA I R01MT Area, fron 
which the Troop Carrier Cormnd had not as yet r.ovod • 

It was on August IS that the Division Carcandor rooeivod his first in- 
timation of a brand new plan for the employment of the Division. On that 
date he was told that a decision had been mde to conduct an airborne operation 
on the VOLTURNO River, northwest of. KAPL.3S and some 40 miles frora the nearest 
Allied beach landings in tho vicinity of SALERNO. Relief of the airborne 
troops by ground clor.ents of tho Fifth Amy could not be expected for many 
days. Re-supply by air became a critical iter.. Again the airborne machinery 
shifted into high goar. Nov?, only nineteen days remained before D-Day. 

Cone was the expectation for any substantial air-ground training with the 
Troop Carrier Command. It was too late. Every offer t°had to bo concentrated 
on getting the troops back fron SICILY and rooquipping then. It was/imperative 
that tho planning stage .bo cut to -a minimum in order that, tho Dj vision night ' 
have an opportunity to acquaint itself with its mission. Better than a thou.3arm 
replacements nust be absorbed into tho two paa chute combat teans . 

The junior officers and the enlisted men of the Division did not know, 




but they sensed a corjinjr operation. The Division Commander flow -3.1 no 8 1 in 
circle:;, ?gain and again, from his Division Command Post at TEIPANI, 600 
ode! tailes to his pi Timing staff at Fifth Army Headquarters, ALGIERS, thence 
over 400 miles to hie Division Coma -to d Post it KAIBDUJE, thence alnost J00 
miles to his Division Gotland Post <?t TRAPtNI, He md his staff labored cea- 
selessly with the concurrent problems, of the cov-iin g operations ".nd those 
of reassembly and re-equip ping the Division, Unit • ooaorndcrs were pr^cti cul- 
ly helpless, in so far as preparation q v/ero concerned, because of the absence 
of definite planoi Ko supplies or replacements could bo chipped into SICILY 
in the tine avail abl 05 that would have to be done upon return to NORTH AFRICA, 
The long distances separating the various headquarters greatly hampered 
communications when time wan of the eascnoo» 

Vftor nany requests to have the Division relieved fron the Sicilian Amy 
of Occupation and returned to its base in KAIKKJAH, orders wore received to send 
staff representatives to Seventh Array Headquarters in PALERKO to formulate 
plans to eovo the Division by truck to PALERMO, thence by oca to BI2ERTE and 
thence by truck to KAIHDUAN, The G-J and aosti, 3~5 departed fron TRAPANI on 
August 17 on this nissAonc The Division Coramnder '-'as in ALGIERS when these 
orders wore received'., 

At 1500 August 18 a radio from the Division Connnndor at ALGIERS w^s re- 
ceived at TRAPAKI directing the Chief of 3t<aff and the two parachute combat 
team commanders to meet hin at 1.600 on C-l:;TiCT 1 " ! 'ETR.2 T airfield. At CA3TELVETRAM) 
the Division Coses under infornad these officers that all arrangements had boon 
umde and that, conraoiiein<y the next morning, the troops in SICILY would be pre- 
pared for air movement bach to PMROUAH. 

During the night units scattered over the western end of SICILY were 
alerted by radio, telephone and couriers The Division had only 24 trucks to 
move personnel and equipnont ,0 the airfields, v/hioh were as much as 45 nilos 
away. All jeeps were . accounted for and impounded. At 0200 hours the orders 
were confirmed end the troops r.ovcd out, On that day, Au-ust 19, and until 
dark on \ugust 20 5 0-4y planes droned singly and in groups in and out of 
B0RIZ-2D and C A3 TEL VETR 'iHO airfields, loading airborne troops and equipment, Thuc 
better than half of the strength of the Division, with all but the heaviest of 
equipment, was air-transported by shuttle to the KlIKXilH Area on August 19 and 
20.. Spaed was essential, and it is well indeed that the novenont was executed 
by air without red tape and complicated "coordination". The troops and equip- 
ment simply loaded up and took off for NORTH AFRICA, The Staff officers who" 
had boon in Amy Headquarters at PALER}©, fo mulcting the novo by sea to AFRICA 
arrived with approved but complicated plans for a rail-wa tor-rail journey just 
in tine to board the last transport plane for AFRICA'. The official confirmatory 
orders for the truck and sea novenont arrived three days later after the Div- 
ision closed in the KUROUAN Area. Only eixt^_en_ i day^s until D Day. 

The now red hot operational plan for the' VOLTURI-D mission involved 
simultaneous airborne and seaborne landings by the Division, It was planned 
that the seaborne task force would take- in essential ammunition and supplies 
for the airborne. task force, with which it was to make contact within 24 hours 
after l«.ndingi Again, all available airplanes and gliders were to participate. 
That portion of the Division not involved in the air af;saultw&B to land on the 
beaches at the nou.th of the VOL TUHHO during the night of D-l Day. This mission 
was -don on in a ted as the GI1FT operation. It underwent several changes within -the 
few days immediately following August 18. Finally, it was broadened to include 
the destruction of all crossings over the TOLTURNO fron TRIFL 13 CO (northeast 
of C\PU\) to the sea. 

Not one individual in the entire Division, officer' or nan, had ever had any 
experience or instruction in amphibious operations. Yet, a full fledged beach 



assault was schedu lo & to bo undertaken within two wcolisi A limited number 
of officers wn o selected and rushed off to PORTE POULE, IT. A., for amphibious 
training. 

On August 20 the cor. no aiticn of the seaborne task force could not be 
settled, because the nucbor and composition of the assault boats was not de- 
finite, 'Plans were "-.".do for aaphibious training of tho troops at BIZERTE, but 
there were no craft yet available r t the port. Shuttle of tho troops to 
BIZERTE won nevertheless coanoncod, Thoy began to arrive at BIZERTE on August 
25* There woro no enft available' for training. Only eleven days remained 
before embarkation. The number cf assault craft to bo made available was 
suddenly increased nnd '-ore units were sent to BIZERTEo The assault' craft 
finally arrived and intensive training w» s immediately eocene eel. Training 
efforts were pointed to the cler.ents b.oing loaded and prepared for the in- 
vasion by iiidniftht September 5-* 

The amphibious operation had been' plonn od on the sketchiest of beach 
studio 3, ''Jh'ilo the anphibious. training was in progress at BIZERTE, it became 
doubtful that tho beaohee it the mouth of the VOL TUHeTO River were suitable for 
landing. Nevertheless, the amphibious training continued apace with the beach 
, study. Is the beach study progressed, it bocaao increasingly obvious that 
there -foul d bo ereat difficulty attendant upon ? landing* 

Then, iir the aidst of frantic efforts to pass on a aininua. of training to 
-all units, orders were received on September 1 directing that loading must be 
completed by September J, Water-proofing of the vehicles was conducted con- 
currently with amphibious training, and, by 1600 on September J, all troops, 
vehicles, supplies, ammunition and equipment were loaded oil the acsault craft 
and ready to sail* 

Turn now to Army Headquarters at ALGIERS. Thcro, unknown to the Seaborne 
Task Force Commander ; tho beach "enault, because of the reefs and shoals, was 
successively reduced, first to one battalion of infantry, then to one company 
of infantry, and finally to a naval bombardment without troop landings. This 
left approximately half of the co-bat strength of the Division stranded at 
BIZERTE without a mission,. It now bo cans imperative that the airborne task 
force in the VOLTURFQ River be reaupp! ied by air and pl^ns therefore were fully 
developed with ,the greatest possible haste. 

The Troop Carrier Command wag ordered to permanent change of station in 
SICILY, on nine separate departure airfields, stretching more than 100 miles 
across the island^ The 82d Division' obviously had to make 'the same change of 
station. This in the midst of assault plans that changed almost daily. Un- 
imaginable communications difficulties arose* Tho dispersion of the Division 
at KAIROUir itself was over an area of approximately 600 square miles. 

■ Gone was tho opportunity for any real air-ground training. It was im- 
possible to parachute, rescue parachutes' and repack them in time for the im- 
pending operation/ However, because of its vital necessity, a week of such 
training was scheduled and some four days of same executed to a fairly satis- 
factory degree, , The Division was only able to place tho jumpmaster in each 
plane and have the "sticks" of parachutists represented by a few replacements 
who had not had a night jump. 'Aether the units at BIZERTE would participate 
in the Italian campaign at all, and, ' if so, when and how, was now an impor- 
tant question. Army Headquarters solved this by directing that to the extent 
that shipping became available tho units at BIZERTE would be embarked as a 
floating reserve'. 

All of this time, the 2nd Battalion, p)09th Parachute Infantry, was attached 
to the Division i,-- About August 2^,. orders were received to the effect that it 
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was contemplated using the 509th for a drop mission on call in any of the 
areas around 110 CERA, SAKMO, MINTURNO , BATTAPAGLIA, etc. Studies and plana for 
such a call had to be at once instituted and carried to a practical degree 
qf conclusion* 

Concurrently, arrangements were being hastily made with the Air Forces 
and with the Navy for the routing of tho air columns, placing of ships with 
radio and lights to mark points along the route, etc'. 

\lternative plans and studies were undertaken for the use of the divisional 
units to ho embarked at BIZERTE in floating \rmy Reserve. For re-supply of 
ih.e airborne task fores scheduled to drop in the VOLTJRNO Valley, a daily 
automatic 90-plano ro- sup ply pro gran was worked out'. 

It was agreed with the Troop Carrier Command that upon termination of tho 
one week's joint air-ground training on August Jl, the Troop Oarrier Command 
would move to 31 GIL I, "get itself settled, and then return to the KMR0u"SM Area 
to pick up tho airborne assault troops who were to be already conbat-loaded. 
The airborne assault troops would then be landed at the proper fields in 
SICILY, from which they would take off for cocibat a few days later. 

It should be borne in mind that all of these plans and changes, orders 
and counter-orders, wore issued from and conounicated to widely separated 
Ootaaand Posts. Fifth Army Main Headquarters wore at iiD STAG AHEM, 680 niles by 
air from XAIROUAN. ' Army Advance Headquarters wore at ALGIERS, 600 miles from 
SIOILY and over kOQ miles from Division Headquarters at KAISOUVHi, Troop Oarrier 
Command was at S0US3B, 50 miles from KURDUIN, until it :v:vod over 200 miles, . 
into SIOILY, 

Re-supply by air for the VOLTURNO River air assault force was, of 
course, utterly essential. Hindsight shows that re-sup?ly by ground forces 
could not have" been effected for several weeks. Beach landings could not be 
made. So, when the Air Forces determined on August 26 that re-supply by air 
was deemed impracticable, the TOLTURNO River mission had to be drastically 
altered. The Oommander»in-0hief directed a new plan reducing the size of the 
airborne task force to a parachute regimental combat team, less one infantry 
battalion, "carrying enough supplies and ammunition to last four or five days. 
At the time of these instructions it was apparently thought by higher head- 
quarters that ground relief vrould be effeotcd within that period. Notice of 
this major change was dispatched by officer courier from ALGIERS, and the 
next day, September 1, began all of the multitudinous cancellations and re- 
visions down to smaller units. Only seven days remained. 

The Division Commander, Assistant Division Commander, Chief of Staff, G~2, 
J and 4 remained in KAIROU.IN assisting the regimental combat team commander 
affect his plans and checking the air movement of the combat team and the 
remainder of Division (less amphibious force) to departure fields in SICILY. 
They were to sail with the amphibious force on September J. They planned to 
leave KAIROUAN at 1J00 September 2, baggage and personnel was to bo loaded on 
ships by 1600 that day. At 11J0 a message was received that the Commanding 
General, Worth African Mr Forces, desired to sec the Division Commander at his 
headquarters in L MARS A. When the Division Commander and his staff arrived at 
L&MflRSA thoy were informed that an airborne operation was contemplated in the 
ROME Area. The Division Commander was to report to the Commanding General, 
Fifteenth Army Group, at SYRACU3A, 3 ICILY, without delay. The importance of the 
mission overweighed any objections as to lack of time to properly brief troops 
of any other serious defect that might arise. The Division Commander and his 
staff departed for SYRAOUSA by air and arrived at dusk on September 2 and 
immediately went into conference. 
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The BOMB operation, became known r\o GIAFT II j It called for tho placing of 
the strongest airborne tack force which available aircraft would carry, on and 
near three airf id d g . immediately oast =.nd northeast of 3D ME -on tho night of 
Q-l Day, September 8, 19^3, with the mission of defending/that city in con- 
junction with Italian force : in the area* 

Turn bach now to HAIRCUT. There the Division, continued its preparations 
for the VOLTWTO . and for the seaborne floating reserve, wholly unaware of the 
fast-developing radical change. 'Bio ROME nisoion had not become definite enough 
and plans had not reached a sufficiently advanced stage, to justify changing 
the course of preparation £'n which tho Division was already engaged. . 

At SYRACVSA conversations, with the Italian Army roprosontatives continued 
over the next 56-hour period. It finally develop fed that the Italian Kray re- 
presentatives could fake no guarantee that their forces could silence the coastal 
anti-aircraft over which the troop transport pianos 'would have to fly to arrive 
at ROME, nor to guarantee that airfields necessary for air landing woi#ld be con- 
trolled by thcr.}. To have attempted the aission under tticso circumstances would 
have been disastrous, i-icanv/hilo, tine ticked on. 

But American troops had to land in R0K3. The Armistice had been signed, 
sealed and delivered with that understanding. Only the cost unlooked for com- 
plication's could justify the n on -performance of an airborne mission to BOME. It 
was determined to junp md air-land a small airborne tank force of one . parachute 
regimental combat team, less one infantry battalion, with air-landed reinforce- 
ments, and an advance echelon of Division Headquarters, at two airfields, 
■FURSUU and- OSRVST'RI, soac 25 nilqs northwest of PDIIE. Then, if everything went 
well, it was planned to junp ind air-land other elooonts of tho Division on 
successive nights. 

The Troop Carrier Command was busily engaged in noving to SICILY. ?!pon 
completion "of that move the airborne troops at KAIPjOTJAE had to be transported to. 
SICILY and immediately thereafter troops would have to take off fr on tho 
•Sicilian departure airfields for ROME, or whatever ether" mission night bo deter- 
mined upon* 

With the ROMS mission definitely ordered, the- Division Commander released 
his staff planning group an September 5* They returned by air to KAIBDUW and 
BIZERTE and late that evening the Division troops at BIZ7-RTE rocoiyed their 
first notice of this no at recent change. Only four full days regained. Two of 
these would have to be used for air rjove-mont frar: ILIIROUAK and iJIZERTE' to SICILY. 

Meanwhile, on that sane clay, September 5, at about 1J0O the Commanding 
Officer of tho amphibious task force, Colonel Lewis, received radio instructions 
to moot tho Fifth Amy Commander personal ly at BIZ.ERTE Airfield at 1400. There, 
Colonel Leva s was instructed that this amphibious mission had been cancelled, that 
all of the assault craft wore .urgently needed for another ni scion involving other 
troops, and that all of hio troops, supplies, vehicles, etc., now being loaded 
must be- cleared off the craft not later than 1900 that afternoon. Back to the 
amphibious loading area went Colonel Lewis as fast as hiq jeep would take him. 
It was -a bitter disappointment to all of the officers and men, but in the best 
traditions of the Division all hands turned to and unloaded and cleared all 
craft. in record tire. . By 1750 that evening every craft had been released. .Water- 
proofing on vehicles. was removed. Units, vehicles, etc., returned to bivouac on 
the beach ton miles from SIZ.IRTE. Further instructions were awaited* 

An interesting sidelight on the cancellation of the amphibious task force 
orders was the fact that so close was tho tine clc ecnt. that it was necessary for 
the Army Commander at SYR\CU3.V to take the moosagc to Colonel Lev/is personally 
tfhen the Army Commander m-v::e the decision, hio was tho only plane available and 
the order could only bo transported by pi mo in timo to roach Colonel Lewis be- 
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for© his forcc3 would have sailed. 

Late on tho afternoon of September J,. Colonel Lewis roc.eived instructions 
fron the Division 'Cony and or' to prepare for novenent .to SICILY by plane at" onco, 
Tho design?. tod departure, field was at MATSUR, a truck trip . fron the 

bivouac. Such trucks as could bo procured wore -iraod lately put into operation 
arid shuttling of troops, equipment, and supplies *.na conr.cncod. 

The next corning, September 4, the Division Ctonnandcr returned by -ir to 
SIZERTE to dieaSainato the GIVjTT II plan' and opcnl both planning -nd noveiaent. 
On Septenber 5 tho Division Co.n^nc.cr and hie staff at BISr.RTE continued to 
supervise planning for those el en en t a which the dry before had been aboard 
assault craft and wore aov scheduled for cor.p'it'ront to -action by air landing in 
the SOME \roai ' A coapl.i cat-ad iucralihg of available aircraft was vrarkod out 
vjhoroby the troops at 3IZERTE could bo flown to'- SICILY and then on successive 
days to reinforce 'the troops which would have already dropped on D-l in the 
POME Area, " 

On the n it-lit of September 4 representatives of tho Division Staff and the 
Troop Carrier Coauand' jforked until late in the n ight , pi anni-n ft the troop reve- 
rent by air fron -KAIROTJ:© and BIZeJRTE to Sicilian departure airfields. The next 
uorning, - Septcnbor 5 j troop nove"-.ent by air fron Kairouan was conaonced. Two 
days were required for the shuttling of the troooa at KAiaDUAH and BIZHRTE into 
SICILY. 

Meanwhile, at 3IZERTE the Division Contr.ndcr and his staff were preparing ' 
to leave for 'SICILY* At about 0800 that day, Soptcabor 5, radio instructions 
were received to the effect that shipping would be eiade- available that day for ' 
a ssi all seaborne task force of one artillery battalion, three anti- aircraft 
batteries and a coapany of infantry. Also, the sane radio instruction attached 
three platoons of the 81 5th Tank Destroyer Battalion to the Division and directed 
that these three platoons would bo included in tho newly set up seaborne task 
force. The mission of this seaborne task force was to support the ROME operation. 

The Division Conaander designated the 319th Glider Field Artillery 
Battalion, plus tho anti-aircraft batteries of tho 80th Airborne Anti-Aircraft 
Battalion and one. coapany of the' 504th parachute Infantry, together v.ith the tank 
destroyer' cl orients. Lt. Col. Bortsch tr 3 placed in eo;.::.and of this sea- ex- 
pedition. The Division Connander and hits staff left by4.pl.ane for SICILY. 
Colonel Lewis as suae d full responsibility for. the water-borne project. 

!To one know tho vhorc-abouts of the 015 th Tank Destroyer Battalion. None of 
the port authorities had received any ord.era at all .co- coming the existence of 
any such amphibious force as had been ?i rested, Tho Jlpth Field Artillery 
Battalion and the 80th Anti-aircraft Battalion wore divortod. fron aovenen't by 
air just in tine. Late that night the Tank Destroyer Battalion was located 3 oae 
40 niles fron BIZ2RTE. Ml units connencod aovonent into tho dock area. Ve- 
hicles and weapons were again waterproofed. 

Actually, it was not , until the next corning, Sont'oabcr 6, that- Colonel 
Bertsch received definite orders and it was ascertained that two LCTs and two 
LCI a were available for the sea expedition. Additional, vessels had been assigned 
but their whereabouts were not. known, The st; additional vessels were British 
and it was finally dote mined that they night -,-ot bo 'available at all. In this 
onorgoncy tho .Aucrican adr.iral .in. the. harbor aa..-o to tho rescue and, provided 
additional craft. , Loading co -enced on Septenber -7, llo one knew when tho ex- 
pedition would up-anchor and away, Many char. res- >* been nade in vessel assign- 
ncnts, so that the final co-position of the little arcinda was three LCIs and only 
one LST. However, all of the above troops were crowded aboard.. 
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Under secret orders the three LCls sailed September 8. Tho LST sailed 
September 9. 

When the little flotilla pulled away from the BIZERTS docks, its com- 
mander knew only that his destination was "FF", and that if no one met him 
at "FF " he was to sail on to "GG"., He strongly suspected that both "FF" and 
"GG" were in the RCM5 Area, (Later information disclosed that the point "FF" 
was on the beach just north of tho mouth of the TJB3R River and that the point 
"GG" was up the TIBER River halfway front its mouth the City of ROME, : 

Colonel Bertsch, on the LST 3 knew not where his three LCIs were and. 
could only depend on fate and fortune for a rendezvous. Nor would the naval 
officers in command of the vessels know any more than he did. 

Once at sea, radio instructions were received directing that the sea- 
borne force report to the Commanding General, Fifth Army, aboard U.S. AMCON, 
in the Gulf of SALERNO, for orders. Fortunately, these rendezvous instruc- 
tions were received by all of the craft and on September 10 Colonel Bertsch 
reported to the Fifth Army Commander aboard the U.S. ANCON. The Fifth Army 
Commander directed that the seaborne force land on the beaches at MAIORI. "where 
they would go into action as a part of the Ranger Force operating through the 
passes' across the SORREHTBTE Peninsula, 

With destination and mission changed, the flotilla landed on the beaches 
of MAIORI on September 11 and joined tho Ranger Force. 

As soon as the seaborne task force had been set up at BlZERTE, Colonel 
Lewis pyocseded with tho m&vw?Aa% of th© remainder of his force*, principally 
the 325th Glider Infantry and the 3rd Bn., 504th Parachute Infantry, on to de- 
parture fields in SICILY* 

Meanwhile, in SICILY, every member of both the Division and the Troop 
Carrier Command worked day and night making final preparations for the ROME 
mission. Twenty-four hours prior to take-off time, Brigadier General Taylor, 
Division Artillery Commander, was moved secretly by Italian Army authorities 
into the City of ROME. He was accompanied by a representative of the Troop 
Carrier Command. 

It was not until 1A00 on D-l Day, when Brigadier General Lemmnitaer, 
Fifteenth Army Group, arrived at the Division Command Post at LICATA by plane, 
that the Division Commander first knew of the possibility of tho ROME mission 
being called off. 

The Italian Armistice had been signed. It was to be announced by the 
Allied Commander-in-Chief in a radio broadcast scheduled for approximately 
1730 on D-l (September 8), Marshal Badoglio, broadcasting from Radio ROME, was 
scheduled to follow the Commander-in-Chief on the air. By the use of a code 
word inserted into his speech, Badoglio was to signify whether or not the 
Italian authorities were still prepared to support the 82d Airborne Assault. 

The Division Commander and several members of his staff drove to Troop 
Carrier Command Headquarters, LICATA, late on tho afternoon of September 8 to 
listen in on a special receiving set. This set failed to function at the 
appointed time. Had the Armistice been announced or not? Fortunately, the 
Division Chief of Staff discovered a small portable commercial set in time to 
hear the concluding remarks of the Commander-in-Chief } which included an 
announcement of the Armistice. For some unknown reason Marshal Badoglio did 
not immediately follow General Eisenhower. In fact tis radio address came on 
the air about 1900. 



The Division Commanded and his ' staff, 'immediately returned to the 
Division Command Post, believing that the mission vrould be flown as prepared* 
Meanwhile^ General Taylor hid returnee] frora ROMS with the strong recommendation 
that the mission be cancelled bocauae the Germans had full knowledge of the plsr 
and the Italians would be unable to support the assault. Based on this re- 
commendation, the Commander-in-Chief directed the po stponencnt of the mission 
for twenty-four hours. His instructions were received by the Division Oomraandoi 
through Air Force channel 3 only five minutes before the scheduled departure of 
the first piano ay .which were loaded with personnel and the no tors being warmed 
up. 

■ The next' afternoon, as take-off time nea.red, all was in readiness again, c 
ready were men -and ' equipment that the units on one field got into their planes, 
started the -so tor a, 'and .vrould have taken off had it -not been for the arrival 
there of the Division Chief of Staff. That evening the ROMS mission was de- 
finitely cancelled and abandoned. . 

The next instructions for employment of the Division were to be prepared 
to taoy© as many troops as possible by nino LCIs from LICATA, SICILY, into the ■ 
Italians operations^ . . _ 

Lqsb vehicles and heavy weapons, the ~25th Glidor Infantry and the Jrd 
Battalion of the 5Q4th Parachute Infantry wore assembled by plane at LICATA, 
SICILY, on September 15« At 2000 that ni^ht it sailed from the harbor and 
landed near SALEMO, ITALY, late on' the night of September 15. The 3rd Battalic 
of the 504th was sent to join its regiment near ALBAHSLL A. The 5 2 5th was moved 
' shortly thereafter into the 00 e rations on the SOHUiNTINE Peninsula. 

On the afternoon of September ljth, at about IpJO hours., a tired, begrimed 
pilot landed in an AJ6 at LICIT \ Field having just flovai down from the SALERNO ; 
front. Ke had. an urgent message for the Division Commander and refused to give 
it to anyone el ee'. In the meantime, the Division. Coriander, 0-2 and G-k, had 
taken off from LICVTA for TERMINI to report to the Commanding General, Fifth 
'• hray, in ITALY. Hie Chief of Staff of the Division had the L 10 ATA Field Con- 
trol tower - call the Division Commander's plane and bring him back. The ns33ajro 
brought by the .'pilot was a personal letter frora the Comm.ancling General, Fifth 
Arcy, containing an appeal" for immediate help, and requesting specifically that 
one parachute ROT be dropped on the beach south of the S2LE River to reinforce 
the VI Corps that sav.:e night. The Array Oomnander also directed that the 509th 
Parachute Battalion drop on the mountain village of AVELLIK), far behind the 
German lines, on the night of September l4« 

Reallocation of, departure fields, re-shuffling of troops, air routes, coorr 
dination with friendly anti-aircraft fire, etc., wore arranged within eight 
hours. 

On the night of September 1J, the 504th Parachute Infantry, with Co. "C", 
507th Airborne Engineer Battalion attached, dropped on the SELE River beaches. 
The drop zone was well lighted and fron its reflection the paratroops could 
be seen for miles by both friend and f*e. A dr ana tic meeting ensued. The rein* 
forcemeats had 'been badly needed,, The enemy wae dangerously near a breakthrough 
to the. beaches, which would have separated the VI and X Corp a. The VI Corps 
had suffered heavy casualties. With his troops assembled in the dark less than 
an hour after landing, Ool . • Tucker, commanding, reported to the Arty Commander. 
The ' Army Commander directed; "As soon as assembled you arc to be placed in the 
front lines," Col. Tucker replied, "Sir, we are assembled and ready now." The 
504th RCT moved, within a matter of minutes, into a front line position and 
shouldered its battle responsibility. 

.The AVELLIK0 drop wag. made a. .planned on the night of September l4y- The 




drop zone was high in i mountain valley. Navigational obstacle a were tre- 
mendous «■ While only a portion of the ' troo po - were dropped on the proper drop 
zones, the operation ws succsofful in d el in ? and harassing enemy concentra*. 
tions in the vicinity of A VEI. L I- 7 <> Many of the so troops were not contacted 
by ground olonentsfor n period of three weeks 4 

On the same night, September 14, OX 505, likewise parachute, repeated the 
drop on the SELE River beaches «.\id also '.-rent into action i 

There is little doubt but that these mo at timely air reinforcements turned 
the tido of battle in the VI Corps sector* 

On September 1 4, both the Division and Troop Carrier Command moved gliders 
into position on departure fields, prepared air movement tables, and sot up 
glider "ROTs to follow into the SELE River beaches, This called for an enormous 
amount of troop shifting, movement of gliders, etci, 

On 15 September gliders on departure fields wero loaded and the troops 
stood in readiness to clinb in. However, reconnaissance in the SELE River 
Area failed to disclose suitable slider ■ landing areas and on 16 September furthe- 
glider oporati on s wo r e su so on de d » 

On the afternoon of 17 September orders wore received at LIC'sTA to move 
the remainder of the combat troops by rotor vehicle to TERMINI for sea 
_ movement to IT-SLY on the 10th. By jeep, truck, and air the movement was commen- 
ced immediately', Jin advance party was dispatched by plane to TERMINI. No 
sooner bad tho no tor movement to TEHMEfl been commenced than instructions were 
received to air-lnnd 50 planeloads of Division Headquarters and Special Troops 
in the PESTUM Area, ITilLY, on September 18, 25 planes to depart at 1000 and 25 
planes to depart at 1*00, The troops to bo moved by air included detachments' 
of the Quartermaster and Ordnance Companies,, who v.'ore scheduled for 1000 de- 
parture. Those detachments h-d already loft by motor vehicle for TERMINI. Both 
jeeps «*nd cub planes wore- dispatched to overtake then, They wero not over- 
taken until thoy were entering tho outskirts of TEK-ilSI. They immediately 
turned back and reached the departure field at LICiTA the next morning at 
O95O and by O958 disappeared into C47s. !it 0600 a garbled radio was received 
stating it most imperative J_,000 rounds of M2 artillery ammunition bo trans- 
ported .to ITflLY^ Thie ammunition- displaced seven planeloads of personnel and 
equipment and caused a hasty reallocation of pianos. 

These serials landed on a newly constructed landing strip at PAESTtJM RUINS. 
The runway was so short and rough that ten planes crashed on landing. For- 
tunately only one person was slightly injured. 

The- remainder of the Division, less the 456th Parachute Field Artillery 
Battalion and certain base echelon personnel ■ poured into TERMINI on organic 
and borrowed vehicles to meet the embarkation deadline'. But there were no 
craft to be boarded. A last minute priority change allocated all available 
shipping to other units. For many days tho troops were at TERMINI . Finally 
shipping was made available and they were landed on the SALERNO beaches. 

In" such fashion did the airborne, seaborne, truckbornc, railborne, All 
\merican 82d Division go to the \W.ai\ in IT\LY, 




A t DESCRIPTION OF OPERATION. FBOM FLAWMIFG PHASE TO EXECUTION 

1. Oh about July 28, 194?, Pri^dier Con oral Taylor, Division Artillery 
Oommnder, reported at Fifth \rzty Headquarters as- planning representative for - ' 
the Division Coaia sender. On August 7 three Division Staff Officers - joined. 
General Taylor Mid roi-ja'ined '■■nth bin until approximately August 15, 19^5 • ■ There- 
after' the Division wis represented by General Taylor alone* 

. 2, Between July 28 and September 15,. a total of six mission's wore pre- 
pared' in' detail , They are briefly described as follows: 

a-. NOOSRA end SAFNO Parses. : . 

bi VOLTUR^O River .(subsequently known, ss Giant i). 

c» ROME (subsequently known ae Giant II). 

d. AVELLEO (subsequently known *s Giant III), 

"""" < 

e. Area' northeast of FAPLES and vicinity of CAPUA. : 

f* Reinforcement of VI Oorp a on beaches south of, 8ELE River. 

J. Th© .'devdlopnent, changes, and details of the several planned operations 
is best followed chronologically, as shown below, -• 

4, "ffhon planning comaenced at Headquarters, Fifth Any, the eoiabat - prcht . * 
elements of the -Division were in -SICILY. The remainder of the Division and- the 
2d Bn 509th Prcht Infantry, then ' attached, wero' in. North Africa. , " 

5. D~Day for the Italian Oanpaign having been tentatively set for . ■ 
September $y t--a° Division Co^'-aander strongly urged the necoss'ity of at least 
three weeks conbincd training to include a detailed dress rehearsal, in con- 
pl.iance with Paragraph 4, Training, "'-'ev.io.ran dun v'o, 4jj Allied Force Headquarters, 
2 August 1945. Because of considerable depletion both in personnel and mterial, 
the Division Ooixifmd er . 1 ike wi so urgently and rcpcatbd'ly r - 1 corc^end ;..-d that the 
Division bo innod lately «oved to North *f rica for reorganization* 

6 » The ori gin al in issi on a 3 i fp c d th '• Di vi si on wo. s to s i z c th e . towns, of 
NO CERA and SAMO, situ.atcd--.at the "exits to passes' loading north wo s.t from SALFENQ, 
and cover the, dobouchv.ieiat .of 10 Corps (3r.) -'onto the plains' of MAPLES. At that 
time 'it wis considered vital that these passes be seised on D-l Day and held 
at all .cost... Duo to ene^iy . fl ak, necessity for dropping paratroopers and re- 
leasing gliders at high altitudes, and further duo to th© lack of suitable 
glider landing zones, this mission presented considerable difficulties. "Air 

'coverage was secured, and DZ,s and LZs selected. It was tentatively planned to 
drop paratroopers 'frorn height of from 1,500 to 2,000 feet and to 'release ' 
gliders along the 30 RRMTO Ridge at altitudes of f ran 4,500 to -6,000 feet. 

- This was' to 1 be a night Operation with the benefit of noonl ight. 

7. On. fabbut-^Auguat.. 12 'the NO^ERi-^S AMP • mission 'was abandoned and the 
VOLTURWO River pi3sion (later known as ^i ant I) was. assigned.'-' The TOLTURNO" 
River red s si on called' for simultaneous air" and oca landings on D-l Day, Spe- 
cifically, the mission- as. oririn^My approved was a.-s- follows : 

"To land froa sea and air under the cover of darknosenon tho night of, 
IM/D Day couth, of the VOL TURNQ; River, .seize, organize- and defend Rill Mass d 
(just outside of CAPUA) and prevent roovGncnt of hostile: forces south across the 
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X - 0!C ot ifhe * APLiS Area from the Southeast," 

8. Meanwhile, on A^ust 19-21, the Division closed in the "KAIROUAN Area. 

9. On August 22 tho mission was changed to "seize, organize and defend a 
bridghead to include the CidtfCiiLLQ Area". (One prcht bn with attached engineers 
to demolish the river crossings near CaPUa.) ! 

10. The original combined air and sea assault in the VOLTURNO Area con- 
templated the employment of four (4) LSTs and twenty (20) LCILs and 310 planes 
and 130 gliders. The Airborne force consisted of two prcht RGTs, Reinforced, 
and one glider -FA bn. The seaborne force consisted of one glider infantry RCT. 

11. On August 23 the VOLTURNO mission was broadened to include the des- 
truction of the crossings over the VOLTURNO from CiiPUA to the sea. At the same 
time it was ascertained that the beaches in the vicinity of the mouth of the : 
VOLTURNO were not suitable for landings. The seaborne effort was thereupon re- 
duced to one bn of infantry, to one company of infantry, and then limited solely 
to 'a naval bombardment. 

12. The Division Commander was informed on August 24 that these elements 
of the Division not to be employed in the air assault would be embarked and 
used as -a floating reserve for the ^rmy Commander. 

13. About August 24 the Division Commander was informed that it was con- 
templated using the 2nd Bn 509th Prcht Inf, in army reserve for drop missions 
on call. Studies were made for the employment of this bn in the N0CERA, SaRNOj 
MINTURN0, and EUTTIPAGLIA Areas. Resupply by air for the VOLTURNO mission was 
to be daily, automatic, ninety planes per day, until relieved by 10 Corps. 

14. Meanwhile, all arrangements were made with the Navy for route, visual 
lights from ships to be stationed along the route, radio directional beams, etc. ' 
As planned, the air assault would have the benefit of sufficient moonlight, both 
in and out, insofar as tho transport planes were concerned. 

15. The allocation of craft to the seaborne portion of the Division re- 
mained the same. On august 27, Pifth -army directed that loading be completed 
at BIZERTJ3 by UL5. 

16. One week of joint training with TCC was scheduled. However, due to 
a number of factors, including (a) TCC 3 movement to new bases in SICILY,, (b) 
lack of facilities for return of gliders" after landings, necessity for overhaul 
of planes and .equipment prior to departure mission, etc., the training was 

neither particularly realistic nor satisfactory. The main accomplishment was 
the demonstration of the value of the pathfinder radio homing device. 

17. Complete and detailed air support, commencing on D-3 Day, was arrang- 
ed for jointly with the Troop Carrier Command. 

18. Plans for coordination with respect to routes, timings, navigational 
aids, naval, and ground forces, use of pathfinder aircraft, establishment of 
airborne corridors, altitude for flight, use of downward recognition .lights etc., 

19. On September 1 the size of the force for the VOLTURNO mission was re- 
duced to two prcht inf bns, a company of prcht Engineers, and a battery of 
glider AX guns. The mission was restricted to the destruction of the crossings 
at CaPUA. 



20. On September 2 the Division Commander was orally informed that the 
■V0LTURN0 mission was cancelled and that, instead, the' Division would air land. in 
the ROME Area (known as Operation Giant III), commencing on D-l Day. The water- 
borne force, which had meantime substantially completed loading at BIZERTE, was 
ordered to disembark. T he air operation in the 1CQME Area was ordered for para- 
chute and air landings on successive nights, on airfields adjacent to the city. 

21. On September 5, Fifth Army directed that the 2nd Battalion, 509th, be 
prepared for drop missions on call at EBOLI, AVELLINO or BMEVENTO. 

22. On September 6 one LST and three LCI's were assigned to the Division 
for loading at BIZERTE. A Bn of JA, one company cf Infantry, three Antiaircraft 
batteries, a detachment cf. Engineers, and four TD guns were loaded. These troops, 
along with three LCI's loaded with ammunition,, sailing from separate points, were 
to joja the air assault at the, mouth of the TIBER River. The air route, naviga* 
tional aids, etc., were rapidly readjusted with the Navy to fit the new' mission. 

23. On September 6 the Division Cp opened. at LICATA, SICILY, and on Sept- 
ember $ all air combat elements of the Division closed in SICILY. Take-off 
ROME was set for 1745 September B. 

24. On September S, at 1650, orders were received postponing the ROiffi mis- 
sion. 

25* On September 9 the ROME mission was cancelled and orders issued to be 
prepared for Giant I, or a similiar operation, on short notice. 

26. Meanwhile, the one LST and the three LCI's had- sailed from BIZERTE, On , 
Army Group order they were diverted to the SORRENTO Peninsula. 

27. The Division passed to Fifth Army control on September. 9. On September 
12 orders were received directing that 2nd Battalion, 509th, drop in the &VELLIN0 
Area and that Giant I be executed in the area northeast of NAPLES, both missions 
to be executed on the night of September 12/13.. To this, reply was made that the 
AVELLINO mission could bo executed on the night of September 15/16 and the Giant 
I mission in the CAPUA Area on September 14/15, there being no suitable DZ's 
northeast of NAPLES. ' . 

28. On September 13 the Division Commander was directed to execute Giant I 
in the CAPUA Area on call on or after September 14/15, and to drop one prcht RCT ■ 
near the beach south of the SELE River in the zone of the Vi Corps on the night 

of the 13th, 

29. On September 13 the 325th Glider Infantry, with one bn, 504th Prcht Inf, 
less transportation, cleared LICATA in nine LCI's, destination SORRENTO Peninsula. 

30. On September 13 *rray directed the execution of the A VEILING drop on the 
night of September 14/15 • 

31. On the night of September 13 tho 504th Prcht Inf less one bn, with one 
company of prcht engineers attached, dropped near the beaches approximately six 
miles south of. the SELE River in support of the VI Corps, 

32. At 1400 on September 14 orders were received that the AVELLINO mission 
(Giant III) and a repeat of tho SELE River mission would be executed on that night, 

33. On the night of September 14 the 2nd Bn, 509th, dropped on AVELLINO in. 
forty planes and the 505th Prcht Inf; with one company of Prcht Engineers at- 
tached, dreppod near tho beach six miles south of the SELE River as reinforcement 
to the VI Corps. 



34. For these missions, routes., timing use of pathfinder aircraft, est- 
ablishment of airborne corridors, altitudes,, use of downward recognition lights 
etc., were planned as set forth subsequently, in the report. 

■. 35. In all three of the last-mentioned drops, routes, timings, coordina- 
tion with ground troops, navy, etc., > w ere quickly and effectively arranged on 
short notice. 

36. On. September 15 plans were set up for a movement of glider troops and 
Division Headquarters and Division Special Troops into the SELB River area. Gli- 
ders wore spotted and loaded* However, on September 16 "orders were received sus- 
pending all glider operations.. On September 17 orders were received directing 
that substantially all of the remaining combat troops be moved to TERMINI ' for sea 
movement to ITALY. The movement to TEELilNI was commenced. 

37. On September 18 Division Headquarters and detachments of Division 
Special Troops air landed in the PAESTUM Area., ITALY. There were no further air % 
movements. The remainder of the Division, less 456th Prcht F^ have been brought 
by sea to' ITALY 8 

B. SPECIFIC MEASU RES TA KEN TO COORDINATE WITH AI R, NAVA L AND GROUND FORCES 

As set forth in Annex Nc 1, measures for coordination with air, naval and 
ground forces for the VOLTURNO River mission were prescribed by NAaF. However 
the prevision of this plan were inapllicable to the SELE River mission, and since 
time was of the essence, Lt Gen Clark summoned Admiral Hewitt, Nival Commander 
and Maj« ^cn Lucas, VI Corps Comma ndor and personally informed them that troop 
carrying planes would fly a prescribed course at a certain time and directed that 
from 2100 until contrary orders were given by him, all anti aircraft guns on 
the SiiLERNO would be silenced, and barrage ballecms taken down. 

Lt Gen Clark directed Ma j Geyer TCC and Lt Col Yarborcugh, then Fifth Arnjf 
to make a spot check to determine whether crews of *iA ^uns on the SiiLERNO beach- 
head had been informed of the bar on firing. Every gun crew checked by these, 
officers had received order to suspend firing until further orders. 

c « ESTABLISHMENT OF ^I RBO RNE CORRIDORS A ND US E OF GUIDE SHIPS " 

There was no airborne corridor prescribed for this operation and no guide 
ships were used to mark the route. 

In planning the VOLTURNO River mission, airborne corridors were set forth 
and guide ships were to bo stationed to mark the lane* ?bese plane are set forth, 
in detail in *SNE£ 1. While the VOItfURNO wiasicn was still pending, a re- 
hearsal was hold in which a lane was marked as sot forth in ANNEX No, 1 and flown 
by TCC units* The test run was highly successful. 

D. Mg&NS EMPLOYED TO GOlDB AIRCRAFT TO UK 

This phase of the operation was greatly facilitated by the fact that the 
drop was made behind friendly lines. 

The letter from Lt Gen Clark which was delivered to Gen Ridgway directing 
the jumps to be made set forth that the DZ wbuld be marked with a white T. h 
penciled- note indicated how it would be done.- The marking was actually accomp- 
lished by formation of a T, each leg l/2 milo long, and of issue gas cans, cut 
in half and filled, with sand permeated with gasoline. These gas cans were laid 
out during daylight and one man' stood by each. At a prearranged signal all flares 
were. lit, and upon completion of the drop they were extinguished by dousing. 



In addition to those smudge pots, Very signals wore fired -for tho benefit .. 
of pianos at the tail of tho formations. These wore, of material assistance to 
some pilots, 

E *. USB OF DOTMWARD RECOG NITION LIC-iiTS 

Pnr downward' recognition," anfoor lights on bolly and wing tips of each flight 
loaders' plane have been employed by TCC since midsummer. :, They wore employed 
while flying over water on this mission. 

F ' ALTITUDES DURI NG FLIGHT 'S 

Troop Carrier crows wore brief od to fly below 1000 ft to DZ. Departure from 
these orders was necessary' bee; use <-f low cloud formations encountered onrouto 
and duo 'to. hill masses just south of D2 S . Aircraft returned tc bases at 
altitudes of not loss than 6,000 ft. 
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SECTION III 

9 September 1943 



MEMORANDUM FOR: A. C, of S Q , 

Allied Force Headquarters, 

SUBJECT : Mission to RCMiS. 



1. In compliance with verbal orders from AFHQ and the Fifteen Army Group, 
Brigadier General Maxwell D„ Taylor and Colonel W S T, Gardener, A.C., left . ■' 
Palermo for Rome at 0200 September 7 for the purpose of completing arrangements 
in Italy for the execution of Operation GIANT OT0 o Transportation was by a ■ 
British P.I. boat to Ustica Island vhere the party was transferred to a waiting 
'.jtalian corvette. Rear Actairal Maugeri, . Chief of Naval Intelligence received 

the American officers on board and remained with them until their arrival in Rome, 
The corvette put into GAETA at 1950 where the party was quickly put in a Navy 
sedan, taken to the outskirts of town and transferred to a Red Cross ambulance. 
The trip up the Appian Way to Ron.e was uneventful« Few German troops were seen", 
ind the visible defenses along the route were unimpressive. The party entered < 
Rome just at nightfall and was taken to the Palazzo Caprara opposite, the War' 
Office (intersection of V, Firenze and V, 20 Sottombro) where accommodations had 
been prepared. 

2. Colonel Salbi, Chief of Staff to General Carboni, the General's Aide, 
Lt, Lanza and Major Marches! received the officers. No conferences had been 
scheduled for that evening but,, at the insistence of the Americans, interviews 
were hastily arranged with General Carboni, Commanding the Army Corps about Rome 
(concurrently Chief of Intelligence since August 20) and General Rossi, Deputy 
Chief of the Supreme General Staff, For reasons shown subsequently the inter- 
view with Rossi did not take place. 

3» Interview with General Carboni . 

General Carboni arrived at 2X30. He immediately launched upon an expose 
of his views of the military situation in the Rome area. Since the fall of 
Mussolini (he said), the Germans had been bringing in men and supplies thru the 
Brenner Pass and also thru Rosia -and Tarvisio, with the result that their forces 
near Rome had greatly increased,, There wero now 12,000 Germans principally 
parachutists in the valley of the Tiber who. have heavy equipment including 100 
pieces of artillery, principally 88mm* Tho Panzer Grenadier Division had been 
raised to an effective strength of 24,000 men with 50 light and 150 heavy tanks. 
In the meantime the Germans had ceased to supply the Italians with gas and 
munitions so that their divisions were virtually immobilized and had only enough 
ammunition for a few hours of combat» General Carboni' s estimate of the 
situation was as follows: 

If the Italians declare an armistice, the Germans will occupy Rome, 
and the Italians can do little to prevent it. The simultaneous arrival of U.S. 
airborne troops would only provoke the Germans to more drastic action. Further- 
more the Italians would be unable to secure the airfields, cover, the assembly 
• and provide the desired logistical aid to the airborne troops,. _ If it must be 
assumed that an Allied seaborne landing is impossible North of Rome, then the 
only hope of saving the capital is to avoid overt acts against the Germans and 
await the effect of the Allied attacks in the South. He stated that he knew that 
the Allied landings would be at Salerno, whicli was too far away to aid directly 
in the defence of Rome, He stated that General Roatta shared his views. 

k* It was apparent to the American officers that regardless of the sound- 
ness of General Carboni's information and views, he displayed an alarming 
pessimism certain to affect his conduct of operations in connection with GIANT 
TWO, General Taylor proposed that they request^an immediate interview with 
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Marshal Badoglio to permit General Carboni to present his recommendations 
and receive the decision of the Head of the State. The interview was- re- 
quested and granted. 

5. The delegation reached Marshal Badoglio's private villa at about 
midnight, where the household was awake as the result of an air alarm. 
General Carboni was received at once by the Marshal while the American 
officers y/aited in the ahtichamber . After about fifteen minutes they were 
admitted and greeted cordially by the Marshall Throughout the ensuing in- 
terview he made frequent expressions of his friendship for the Allies and his 
desire to enter into effective cooperation^ 

.6. Interview with Marshal Badogl io. 

General Taylor explained the late visit, saying that General 
Carboni had raised questions so grave that the immediate decision of the 
Head of the State was required. VJas Marshal Badoglio in accord with General 
Carboni in considering an immediate armistice and the reception of airborne 
troops impossible of execution? The. Marshal replied' that. he agreed with 
Carboni and repeated much the same arguments s General Taylor asked if he 
realized how deeply his government was committed by the agreements entered 
into by the Castellano miss-ion. He replied that the situation had changed 
and that General Castellano had not known all the facts. The- only result^ 
of an immediate armistice would bo a German supported Fascist government in 
Rome* He was asked if he feared the possible occupation of Rome by the 
Germans more than the renewed attacks of the Allied 'Air Forces which would 
certainly come if he rejected the armistice,. Hie answered with considerable 
emotion that he hoped the Allies would not attack their friends who were 
only awaiting the right moment to join forces. If any bomb ing is to be done 
let it be on the Northern rail centers serving the German troops. 

In -reply to the question as to how he expected the Allied Chiefs to 
react t-o/ these charges he. expressed the hope that General Taylor would re- 
turn and explain the situation. The latter declined to. accept any re- 
sponsibility for the Italian interpretation of the situation but offered to 
act as a messenger if so instructed by the Allied authorities. "The urgent 
business was to send to Algiers a definite statement of the Italian views 
over Badoglio's own signature. 

7. The "Marshal accepted this proposal and drafted the message which is 
appended, as Inclosure 1. General Taylor prepared another message at the 
same time '( Inclosure 2) recommending "the cancellation of GIANT 'TWO and re- 
questing instructions for himself arid -Colonel .Gardiner . The visitors with- 
drew and returned to the Palazzo Caprara where the two messages were turned 
over to General Carboni for transmission, At 0800 the next morning, word 
was received of their reception in Algiers. 

8. In order to present a clearer picture of the local situation, 
General'.'Triylcr -with the concurrence -of General Carboni and Colonel Gardiner 
sent of f' the message attached as- Inclo'sure J. At' 1155a -as no acknowledge- . 
ment of the- message recommending the -cancellation of GIANT 'TV/O had been re- 
ceived, the' code phrase "Situation Innocuous" (inclosure '4) was sent off. 
This had not been sent initially as its 'use-had been reserved for tho case of 
an Italian refusal to transmit a request for cancellation. It was used in 
this instance to save time as tho encoding of; 1 anger mos-sagos was taking ate 
much as three hours. "'.."'.' 

o. The Italians showed great concern over tho possible reaction of tho 
Allied Chiefs to their reversal of pos-ition on the armistice. The American 
officers, reinforced their approhens ion by emphasizing the gravity of the 
situation in which tho Badoglio government found itself. The Italians re- 
peatedly urged the American officers to return and plead their, case whereas 
the latter declined to be anything othor than messengers. It was then de- 
cided that some senior officer should return with the Americans. Tho name 



- 57 - 




of General Roatta was first proposed then withdrawn as hciwas considered 
indi sponsible in dealing with the Germans. (He had been, military attache 
to Germany.) General Rossi, Deputy Chief of the . Supreme General Staff, was 
eventually selected and message Mo, U (Inclosurc $) was dispatched. 

■ 10. The American officers exoresscd a desire to see General Ambrosio, 
Chief of the Supreme General Staff who was reported to be cut of the city* 
This interview was arranged eventually for lp"30 but never took place as the 
officers were ordered back to Tunis by a message arriving about* 1^00, Al- 
though no authorization for their visit had been received, General Rossi 
and Lt, Tagliavia (interpreter) joined the Ajk rican officers who were again, 
put in an ambulance and driven to the Cento cello' airfield. The party took' * 
off at 1705 in a til-motor Savcia-f'archotti bomber which flew straight to 
El Aloina, Tunis, arriving at I90S. The officers wore driven from here to 
"Fairfield" where the Americans reported to the Commander in Chief, 

11, Conclusion ^ 

While the Castcllano mission was committing the Badoglio govern- 
ment tc active military cooperation, the Germans were building up their 
■strength in the Rome area and throttling the flow of munitions and gasoline 
to the Italian trocps. although their fear of the Germans was mounting 
daily, the Italian leaders allowed themselves to become deeply committed 
tc the Allies in the belief (so they said) that the major landings would be 
near. Rome. By the time General Taylor and Colonel Gardiner ■'arrived, this 
illusion was dispelled and the Italians knew for certain that AVAKJJCHE 
would strike in the Salerno area. V/hile this produced a profound pessimism 
and a realization of their over commitments, they were allowing matters tc 
drag without redefining clearly their position tc the Allies, The arrival 
of the American cefficers, their insistence on the imminence of events and 
the importance ©f action brought matters to a head and stopped an operation 
(GL'JJT TWO) which was near being launched into a situation which invited 
disaster. 



/s/t/ lAXVftSLL D. TAYLOR 
Brigadier General, ' 
U.S. ^rmy, 

/s/t/ W.T. GARDINER, 

Colonel, Army Air Forces, 



I nclo suro 1 

Message of liarshal Badogli o to a llied Commander in Chief 

Dati Lutamenti di situazionc 'determinates! in dislocations et entita' 
forze Gormanichc zona Roma non c'piu possible accettazione immediata 
armistizio poiche ' essa prc-voehorebbo occupazione capitalc ed 'assunziono 
violenta governo pcrparte tedesca. Opdraziono Giant Two ncn piu possible 
perchc mancano forze per garantirc campi anazionc, II gonerale Taylor 
c disponibxlo per rientro.ro in Sicilia per proscntare vedutc del governo cd 
attende ordini. 



Badoglio, 



translation 

IHle t& changes' in the situation brought about by the disposition and 
strength of the German forces in the Rome area, it ic no longer possible to 
accept an immediate' armistice as this could provoke the occupation of the 



capital and tho violent assumption of tho government by tlio Germans-. ' Opera* 
tion GLVNT TWO is no longer possible because of lack of for cos to guarantee 
tho airfields j Go nor a 1 Taylor ia available to return to Sicily to present 
tho -views "Of tho govorniaont a>ud await orders » 



Inclosura *?. 



Mac sago Ko. 1 



8 September 



In view of tho statement cf Karshal Badoglio as to inability to declare 
armistice and to guar ante 3 fields GIANT TWO in impossible, -Reasons given for 
change ar e ' irropla ooable lack of .gasoline and .munitions and now German dia— ' 
positions 6 'Badoglio requests Taylor return to present government views. 
Taylor and Gardiner o.waitlng instructions « 



Taylor 



Tj.no sir-nod 0121 



Mosaago No» 2 



Inclosure 5 



8 September 



. Sumiry of situation as- stated by Italian authorities. Gormans have 
12,000 troops in Tiber Valley* Panzer Grenadier D'ivio ion increased by attach- ; 
monts to 24,000* Germans have stopped supply gasoline and munitions "so -that 
Italian Divisions virtually immobilizod and have r.unitiona .only for a few hours 
of co-bat* Shortages uake inpoaeiblo the successful defense of Rone and tho 
provision of logistical aid promised airborne troops-* Latter not wanted to pre* 
sent an their arrival would bring an immediate attack on Rome* Source of those 
vi^ws -Marshal Badoglio and General Carboni. 



Taylor 
Inclosure 4 



Timo signed 0820 



Mosaago No. 5 

Situation innocuous. 



September 



Taylor 



"nc. ::- :| .uro 5 



Time signed 1155 



In case Taylor in ordered to return to Sicily, authorities at Rome desire 
to send with him the Deputy Chief of tho Supreme General Staff, General Rossi, 
to clarify issues. Is this visit authorized? 



Taylor Time signed 1140 




SEC TIO N f,' 

H^PTS FROL1 "NO SP^GILff TI FOS. , BREi J\Fj a 5T " 

(Book by Alfred Wagg and David Brown, publiehed in 1943 by Nicholson & Watson, 
26 Manchester Square, London, W. I.) 

IH ROME 
By David Brown 

C hapter 16 

That fateful message of September 8th, on the very ovc of the attack, was 
one of the last links in a surges of episodes .^hich are certainly among the most 
amazing and rtfnant.ic of the entire war , 

Prime Minister VJinstcn Churchill lifted a corner of the curtain on these 
events in the course - of the briJ.l:Uu"b review of the war he gave to the- House of 
Commons on September 21st. 

'We offered and prepared to land an American airborne division in Rome at 
the same time as the Armistice was declared, the Prime Minister told the House, 
"in order to fight off the two arm urcd divisions vhich wore massed outside it to 
help the Italians, but owing to the Gcn-aon investment of the Rome airfields which 
took place in the" last day 'or t?ro be*or* the announcement of the Arndstit-e., of 
which investment the Italian Government warned us, it was act possible to carry 
cut this part of the plan, which wo s, I think,, a pretty daring plan -(cheers)- to 
cast this p werful force there in feme in conditions which no one could measure, 
which might have led to its complete destruction, but wo wore quite ready to do 
it. But at the last mtmcnt the warning came, • 'The airfields are net in our con- 
trol." n 

The story of that projected airborne invasion dates beck to the final stages 
of the Armistice negotiations. Caste,lIano had stated on behalf of the Italian^ 
Government that with the considerable forces of Germans then in Italy the Italian 
Government, could n^t consider itself a free agency. The capital was almost 
certain to be invested by German troops when the allied attack began, the seat of 
power would- fall into German hands one, the G^jernment would bo rounded up- How- 
ever, said the Italians, if the Allies c-uld loud airborne troops -at Rome they 
felt that, with the divisions they had available in the ¥~me area, sufficient _ com- 
bined strength could be mustered to take immediate control of the Italian capital* 

After considerable discussion and examination of the strategic situation, 
the Allies agreed to aaxe the attempt. An airborne operation was already In prep- 
aration which would have dropped American paratroops, < n the night of the first 
assault, in the valley of the V- ihumo Ri\er, above Naples - a natural defensive 
barrier which the 5th Army finally crossed successfully in mid-October in their 
push North fron Naples to Rome 

Brigadier- General Maxwell Taylor,- Second in Command of all American Airborne 
Divisions, was one of several airb: rne troop officers ha stilly summoned to Sicily 
four days before "D-day", the day of the attack- That was on Sunday., September . 
5th, The Italians had remained at Cans.! bile since signing the Armistice, two days 
before, and on reaching Advanced Headquarters, Taylor and the others were called 
into consultation with them and with the Allied commanders. They were presented 
with a completely new airborne plan. The airborne effort was to be diverted from 
the Voiturno valley to the airfields in the Rome area. It looked and was an ex- 
tremely hazardous and ambitious undertaking*. 

Working out the details cf such an operation ordinarily takes between three 
and four weeks. The decision to undertake it was made at an all-night session 
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at Cassibilc with the Italians and Allied commanders,, the plan was approved by 

General Alexander,, and ' tho airborne coinmandors were a sited to do it in forty-eight 

hours. It was already the morning of, the 6th, and there was to be no putting-of f , 
•of the general attack which was to occur' on the night of the 8th. 

: Briefly, the plan called for parachute drops on several aerodromes north of 
Rome, from which the paratroopers would move rapidly to the outskirts of the city 
where at specified points the Italians were to have piled necessary supplies of 
munitions, guns and other supplies., and to have waiting lorries' and extra stores 
of petrol. With the assistance of the Italian battaliona in the area it was 
figured out that by the following evening the parachute troops would have held 
control of three more airfields contiguous to Rune, and by the third evening they 
would have completed the capture of fill the airfields in the Rome area and as- 
sembled with their Italian allies inside the city and on its outskirts in suffic- 
ient strength and with sufficiently good defensive dispositions to hold it against" 
any German counter-attacks. 

Neither Taylor nor his superior officers were wholly satisfied, however, 
that the help they were to get from the Italians was of a responsible sort, to be 
fully depended on. They were planning to risk an entire division of specially 
selected men, the best and most . carefully trained soldiers in the American Army. 
Without absolute ' certainty of support when they had made their drops, the plan 
would fail. And^thaeslightest false move' by the Italians in making their prep- 
arations for assistance would, naturally, have betrayed the scheme to the 
Germans, and the division would fall into a trap where they would probably be 
annihilated. , 

Taking stock of the project after the all-night discussions, it was felt 
that someone should go to Rome to look the situation over and make absolutely 
certain of the arrangements there. ■ General Taylor himself was selected to go, and 
to accompany him the choice fell on .Colonel William Tudor Gardiner, of the U.S. 
Army Air Force. The airborne operation, however, was aireatry definitely schedul- 
ed to occur, and General Alexander would not permit the two officers to. start 
off.cn their mission until twenty-four hours before it was to become operative. 
The reason for his strange -seeming prohibition was a simple one. Taylor and 
Gardiner were going to run enormous risks. If they were captured too long before 
the aero hour, the plan might become, revealed to the Germans in time for them to 
take quick, effective counter-measures and an entire division might be lost, _ By 
limiting the time of their exposure to capture within Italy, this risk was cut 
down to a minimum which would still allow the airborne operation a chance to 
succeed. 

Taylor and Gardiner sot off from Cassibile that same morning, September 6th, 
but they went only as far as Palermo, where they stayed overnight in the villa 
of the Allied Naval Commander. Meantime, the Italians back at Cassibile were 
working the suitcase-set radio channel for all it was worth making arrangements 
for their secret reception In Rome. . . 

Taylor and Gardiner had known each other only slightly before they set off 
on their great .adventure together. But they took an instant liking to each other 
and worked together well. Taylor, a brigadier-general at 42, is the perfect type 
of the young, alert, aggressive, professional military man. Slim, tanned and hand- 
some In the jumperlike uniform of the . American parachute soldier falling over 
the tops of his, high-laced boots, he personifies tho corps d'olite that comprises 
the parachute divisions of the U.S. Army. He received his appointment < to West 
Point from Kansas City, .Missouri, .his- homo. His rise as a professional soldier of 
-courage and judgment has-been rapid.. . Just before tho start of the war he was a 
captain,. 'serving in .tho -Far East. -. 

1 Colonel Gardiner was . 53, .eleven /year's Taylor's senior.' A product of Harvard, 




veteran of the last war, and a lawyers-sportsman, he had served for a term as 
Governor of his native Stato of Maine, where his heme town -Gardiner, Maine- had *■ 
been named after his family. Gardiner ' s .law practice after he left the Governor- 
ship" was in Mew York City, and he had learned to fly an aeroplane at the age of 
48. so he could travel quickly between Maine and New Y rk. 

■The two officers got as much rest as they could at Palermo; Taylor had been 
up all the night before, and both o.f then. were to be awakened, at 2 a.m. on the 
morning of the 7th to set out for Rome. 

In the pitch blackness of four o'clock in the morning, they went aboard a 
British P.T. boat which was to take thorn <--n tho first stage of their journey. 
Lines were cast off and the boat moved slowly at first, gaining speed as it left 
the harbor and finally moving with its engines rearing at full speed as It headed 
through tho night for the, tiny island of Ustica, forty miles above the north- 
western corner of Sicily'. . ■ 

They reached Ustica at daybreak* . a rendezvous had been arranged for them 
there with an Italian corvette, and she appeared right on the dot. aboard her was 
Admiral Maugeri, one of the top-ranking officers of the Italian Navy, who had 
come to see "them safely on their way and played host to them during the leng day's 
voyage across the Tyrrhenian Sea to the Italian mainland. 

The two officers were going into what was to all intents and purposes a hos- 
tile country. No word had been, breathed of tho signing of the. Armistice Terms. 
Tho Germans in Italy were expecting things to happen and had been fully alerted. 
In Rome, their destination, especially would they be putting their necks in the 
lion's mouth. They had discussed at length the question of concealment and had 
decided finally to wear their uniforms. This would render them technically safe 
from sho ting as spies if they. wore caught. 

"But we weren't under any Illusions about the kind of treatment we'd get if 
the Germans did nab us, " General Taylor- told me later. "It had been arranged that 
if any questions were asked when we were first taken ashore we were to bo des- 
cribed as American aviators who had been shot down in the Mediterranean, and picked 
up by the corvette as prisoners." 

The question of arms -had also been discussed and both officers had decided 
to carry .them. Gardiner had a regular Service Pistol, a Colt .45. General Taylor 
carried a small Italian Beret ti pistol he had picked' up from an Italian prisoner 
in Sicily, and which he preferred to the heavier weapon. The arms, with their uni- 
forms, improved their legitimacy of their status as combatant soldiers as opposed 
to spies, and were comforting to feel bouncing lightly against their hips. 

TOfe were the first Allied Armed Forces to enter Rome," Taylor smilingly said 
aften.vii.rds. 

The day passed pleasantly enough aboard the corvette. Admiral .Maugeri ex- 
tended himself to make their 200-mile trip comfortable. Food and wine were plenti- 
ful, and good. The weather was perfect and the sea calm. They spent most of the 
time cn deck talking. Late in the afternoon the Italian coast came into sight and 
about 6:30 in the evening they pulled into their port and tied up at a naval 
dock. This was at Gaeta/ north along the west coast -of Italy from Naples, and 
about seventy-five miles below Rome. 

: The two Americans came drwn the gangplank ■: n to-' Italian soil under the close 
watch of an Italian guard placed over them to carry -ut the pretence that they were 
captured aviators. They had jammed their caps o-ut'ef sight into their pockets. 
Their hair was dishevelled, their neckties awry, their coats unbuttoned, and al- 
together they gave a very good representation of prisoners of war who had been re- 
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ceiving none too gentle handling. The Italians standing arcund the clockside may 
have remarked that the American prisoners were getting a taste of real Italian ; 
toughness o 

The car sped quickly away from the docks and drove without stopping about two 
miles outside the town of Gaeta, where it turned into a small side read. A little 

up this road,- hidden from the main highway, -was waiting a small' vehicle, 
about the size and appearance of the delivery trucks used by florists or grocers, 
with. frosted-glass windows letting light into the interior and permitting the 
occupants to look. cut. Taylor and Gardiner hopped out of their ear and scrambled 
quickly into the back- of the truck.. 

The truck turned out of the side r<--sd and started up the *ppian Way towards 
Rome. The two officers reflected on the perfection of the arrangements and the 
excellence of the timing displayed by the Italians in the bit of intrigue they 
were now in the midst of . If the Italian -army had only been able to show such ex- 
cellent organization and performance, what might it not have accomplished. 

.. They watched Interestedly through the glass as they sped on towards Rome. 
They noted that between Gaeta and the Italian capital no extensive defensive pre- 
cautions had been taken, They counted only six road-blocks over the seventy-five 
mile stretch. They kept their eyes peeled for German troops but spotted only' 
four .uniformed German soldiers in the whole journey <■ However, along both sides 
of the Applan lay there were neatly lettered signs in ^erman pointing to German 
military units concentrated at points off the main highway, up the side roads. 
Civilian traffic on the Applan Way was surprisingly heavy; apparently petrol res- 
trictions were not too severe, 

Just at nightfall they entered Rome. Their little truck drove through the . 
wide' streets to the Palazzo Caprara and stopped outside a handsome stone building 
just opposite the Italian %r Office. It was used as an adjunct to the War Office 
and housed the offices of some of the Italian Army's senior headquarter' a staffs. 
It was to be Taylor's and Gardiner's hide-out. 

They dropped out of the 'pack of the truck and scuttled across the sidewalk 
into the building, holding their trench coats closed and with their collars pulled 
up to conceal as much as they could of their , American uniforms. 'Inside, they 
found that every effort had been made to provide them with comfortable quarters. 
The combination of the fine old Italian mansion and the ingenuity of the Italian 
officers charged with looking after them had, indeed^ provided them with magnif- 
icence which contrasted startlingly with the field tent or rude billets they had 
been inhabiting in Sicily. Two. huge iffices on the second fl<: or had been con- 
verted into bedrooms for them. They were magnificent rooms, beautifully panelled 
in dark wood, with fine old Italian carvings, adjoining were great bathrooms, with 
mirrors, silver a,nd marble fittings, luxurious rugs. They gasped at the sudden- 
ness of the contrast. & day before they had been sleeping on canvas cots in dusty, 
mosquito-infested fields, shaving and, bathing with cold water out of an old five- 
gallon petrol tin. 

Every precaution had been taken to guard their secrecy- The shutters of their 
rooms had been tightly closed. Armed Italian sentries on guard at the far end of 
the corridor not "only protected their r«--oms, but bl-- eked off the whole wing of the 
building in which they were located. 

Taylor and Gcrdiner were received by the Chief of Staff and aide to General 
Carboni, who commanded all Italian troops In tho Rome area, They had arranged a 
lavish dinner for the Ajsieric^-n guests. Tables «ers laid in their apartments with 
gleaming white linen, shining silverware and flow or s* Soup, filet uigncn, fresh 
vegetables, dessert,, fruit and an assortment of fine wines were brought Out for 
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the hungry Americans who had seen nothing except Army field rations for weeks. 

"They certainly showed no. signs of having a food shortage in Rome".. Taylor 
said. . .. 

The two Italian officers were completely unaware, as were all the. other 
Italians with whom they came into contact, of the imminence of the allied mili- 
tary- operation. They wanted to make an occasion of the dinner, and sit around 
afterwards, and be hosts to the Americans for a social evening. No arrangements 
had been made for conferences with senior military officers, Tomorrow would be 
soon enough to, get down to business, the Italians said, Meantime, have some more 
wine . 

Gardiner and Taylor were appalled at this lack of preparation. It was al- 
ready Tuesday night. The armistice was to be proclaimed to the world on Wednes- 
day evening, less than . twenty -four hours later,, and the ..allies were to land at 
Salerno in the early hours of Thursday morning. The airborne operation with 
which they were specifically concerned was to take place some six hours earlier 
than the landings. Only thirty, hours away their paratroops would be dropping on 
the Rome airfields, and instead cf talks with the Italian commander' they were 
being offered more wine. 

^ ■ 
They insisted on seeing the Italian General ijmediatoly , They could not 
reveal the reason for their pressing haste, but their urgency was apparent 
enough, and after a few more attempts to dissuade -thorn and settle down to a 
pleasant evening of relaxation, the Italians , sent word to General Carboni. He 
arrived after a short delay, and the Americans plunged at once into the question 
of the airborne landing, ■ ■ < 

■ / Immediately they got their first rude shock. General Carboni took a most 
pessimistic view of the whole situation. Numbers of fresh German troops had been 
moved into the Rome area, since the armistice negotiations had got under way, and 
the problem looked far more difficult if not impossible. He thought that any 
announcement of the armistice just then would be highly undesirable and would 
result in the itiimediate occupation of Home by the Germans. The airborne opera-, 
tien, he said flatly, would be disastrous. 

Taylor and Gardiner pressed him for reasons. Vihy did he feel the operation 
couldn't succeed? Carboni said the new German units had taken control of the 
airfields which were to be their- objectives. 

His Rome troops, which were to. have been counted on for. help,, were in an al- 
most defenseless condition. The Germans had been keeping a close grip on sup- 
plies^ of ammunition and fuel in the f.rea and' doling it out to the Italian *rmy 
in the smallest possible rations. His soldiers had only enough ammunition for a 
few hours of combat. They had almost no petrol to ensure their, mobility. They 
could not put their hands on the supplies needed to provide hidden stockpiles 
for the American parachute division. The Germans were alert, suspicious. They 
would come in and slaughter both his Italian soldiers and the iynericans dropping 
from the skies. 

The two Americans were alarmed by Carboni' s pessimistic point of. view,. Their 
responsibility was a heavy one. Knowing, how ho felt, they believed that his co- 
operation in the agreed plan- if they insisted - on carrying it through- would be' 
highly doubtful. The evening was passing fast and every minute was vital if they 
were, eventually to stop the airborne operation. The only way to settle the mat- 
ter .finally, they decided, was to see the head ■■■£ the Italian Government. They - 
asked to be. taken. to Marshal Badoglio at once. 

The Italians demurred. It was late. The Marshal was an old man, and could 



not be disturbed. The ride through the streets was long and risky. Tomorrow 
would do jusb as well; put r.ff the meeting until the morning, and they wculd be 
taken to see Badoglio. 

But the Americans insisted. They could picture the airborne soldiers pre- 
paring to hep off the next afternoon, perhaps to drop into certain death. This 
was no ' time for inaction or the finer courtesies. They refused to be put off un- 
til the next day, and under their insistent demands Carboni finally agreed to tak 
them to Badoglio's home. 

They came down into the darkened street and climbed with Carboni into his 
private limousine « They had put thoi.r trench ci.ats on over thoir uniforms and 
sat well back in the darknoao of the too-oeau., Several times they were- stepped by 
sentries, but their danger on this ride seeded less because of the blackout and 
the presence of Carboni. When their car was halted by a sentry they remained sit» 
ting back as far as they c- uld in the darknoss while General Carboni leaned fcr« 
ward into the pool of light cast by the sentry' s torch and with a word got the' 
car cleared past the b-rrier. bcveral times the sentries were German* Carboni' s 
uniform and Italian officer's - cap v/ould come into view at the car window and the- 
sentry, noting the insignia of his high rank, would refrain from flashing his 
torch inside the car. 

Neither Taylor nor Gardiner felt- any real chill of fear, Thoy knew they wer' 
running a great risk, but it wa.s-only the reaction of the Italians about them 
while they were in Rome that bar ugh t homo to them fully the danger of their pos- 
ition. The Italians were terrified of the Germans generally, and those whose 
job it was to help the two uiaeri-san officers along were afraid for their skins* 
They knew it would be all up with them if they were caught in the company of the 
two American officers. Having no real personal knowledge of how tight the 
German grip was in Rome, G^diner and Taylor basked in the valour of ignorance. 
Their only measure of the perilousneas of their situation they obtained in the 
reflection of the behavior of those around them, 

■There- was an air-raid alert on as they moved through - the darkened srtreeis • 
Ivlilitary targets, in Rome had already been subjected to two .raids by the allied 
nir forces-, and the inhabitants were jittery. The ride lasted for about twenty 
minutes, and the car pulled up before Marshal 3^, doglic 1 s impressive villa. It 
was already- after midnight but the whole household was up in pyjamas and - dress- 
lng«"gowna owing to the alert. 

Leaving them seated in the car, Carboni rang and was admitted to the darken- 
ed' house » He spent fifteen minutes insi le talking with Badoglio. Then he came 
out and invited Gardiner and Taylor to. enter and join Marshal Badoglio in his, 
study, 

"... Bid3QGLIQ H£2IT^IJ33 

By David ~:c- «r. 

C hapter 19 

The great -entrance 'hall of Badoglio's Impressive modern -villa was brilliant" 
ly lighted behind its blackout curtains, and the Americans blinked a little until 
their eyes became accustomed to the light. Thoy had a few moments to glance 
around. before they were ushered in. There were great halls of white marble, deep, 
soft, luxurious rugs, marble nymphs- and other statuary advantageously placed in 
the halls and staircase, lovely paintings, and the most modern type of private 
elevators leading to the upper floors. The furniture was modern and costly. 
Badoglio's expensive' new villa had been the subject. of much comment in Rome, pol- 
itical and otherwise, ■ when it had been built shortly, after his -return from the 
. Ethiopian- war. 
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The Marshal was waiting for them in his sturdy. .Like the rest of the house- 
hold he had boon awakened by the air-raid a.larm, and was wearing pyjamas and ... 
lounging robe, Ho greeted them- cordially and made some reference to the alert, 
indicating his . costume., " 

"I thought there wore to be no more bombings, of Rome," ho said, to them, re-: 
proachfully. " .. . 

They took seats in, the stucjsr, lino:! with pictures and mementoes of . 
Badoglio's long military car^x?- Both 'the wirican officers knew French, though 
their -Italian was not good enough for conversational use. ' So Badoglio and 
Taylor talked in French, while Colonel G P ,rdin-?r tr-ok notes as the discussion pro- 
ceeded* It turned out to bo a very ten-re,, short interview. 

Brigadier-General Tnylor was the spokesman for the Americans, and plunged 
right into the heart < f the matter, Re told the Marshal how alarmed they were 
that Carboni felt the armistice c.ulon't he declared., and that .the- use ■ of the - 
airborne ■< plan was . undesirable ',, ' ' ' ' 

" Badoglio replied that no agreed perfectly with General. Carb-'-ni. . 

The two Americans, had. meanwhile been sizing up the aged- Marshal. .-The 
first and most striking .5 mores sion. they, received was "ne of feebleness, -They 
saw him as an old man, already grovang weak.. Irresistibly they found themselves 
comparing him mentally with Marshal Pe'tain. They Icoked' at the walls of the 
study, hung' with reminders of -a brilliant military career covering fifty-five. • 
years. Bad 03 Ho had already been a soldier for thirteen years before General 
Taylor was born. Badoglio had the wisdom and experience of years, but they 
wondered if he still retained his. attributes^ of strength and. decision, 

He gave them his estimate of. the situation, which was. in large measure a 
reiteration of -General Carboni' s arguments. He pointed out that because of the 

new German dispositions he. lacked sufficient. forces to guarantee holding the 
airfields. The Germans .had, fortunately*, not become aware of the negotiations 
that had been going on., but following Mussolini ! s downfall they had feared . 
what course Italy might take, and had been sending heavy reinforcements into 
the country. There were already nineteen Gorman divisions in Italy. 

P«rothe-a* ically .one of Germany's worst blunders ted been the shifting of' 
her diplomatic staff within Italy, after the collapse of Fascism. ..She had. sensed, 
of course, that something was going to happen.,, but didn't know what or wheho . 
She had . tSken steps other. than military ones . She. had made wholesale changes 
and replacements to break -up what she feared 'might "be harmful Italo-Gorman . 
friendships, and in order, as she thought, to increase the toughness . and alert- 
ness • of her diplomatic and intelligence staffs within Italy, She didn't want .... . 
long usage, carelessness,, or long-standing friendships to interfere with their 
keeness and alertness in a crisis-. But by so doing she had broken many long-" • 
developed channels' of information through which she might have been able to get 
a hint of the' negotiations at 'Liobcn. Cvr^any's xmxx /iiannqr of keeping, up her 
hostile -pressure against her Ally had cost her the possibility of getting ad- 
vance warning of the surrender,, 

Badoglio made it plain that he not only thought the airborne plan couldn't 
succeed, but that he wanted the announcement of the Armistice put off. . 

Taylor quickly pointed out to hiin the situation in which Italy -found her- 
self- a British Army advancing up from the south, her railroads and lines of 
communication devastated by allied air raids,,, which were increasing daily in 
power 'and 'Would continue to increase as long as the Germans regained In Italy 
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and the Italians failed to corns, in on the Allied side. Which -was the more to.be 
feared by Italy, the Germans or the allied "ir Force, backed up by one army al- 
ready landed on the mainland and another one coming? Taylor pointed out the like- 
ly effect on Italy if she repudiated the agreements entered into by. her ac- 
credited representatives in Lisbon and solemnly signed in Sicily only three days 
before. He did not think that Italy desired .to, . or could, repudiate those under- 
takings. 

Almost with tears in his eyes the old Marshal renewed his protestations of 
friendship for the Allies. ^11 he -wanted, ho said, was a delay. He couldn't 
believe that the Allies would turn against friends -who were only waiting for a 
"propitious moment" to join hands j Unaware, like all the other Italians, that the 
assault at Salerno was schedulod for the following night, and that the invasion 
fleet was. already on the Mediterranean, he a sicca Taylor to return to General 
Eisenhower and explain the situation as he saw it, stressing his. (Badoglio's) 
complete desire to cooperate., but stressing, also, the unsuitability . of condition: 
. at that moment for putting their plans into effect, 

' Badoglio, like the rest, was obsessed with all-prevading fear of German re- 
taliation. Rome was the crux, of that fear. They could not contemplate the 
Germans coming in and damaging,, perhaps destroying it. It was the center of thei: 
world. It was the seat of their fortunes, their homes, -of all their vested in- 
terests and the source of all their political and military power. Through the 
long centuries of its ancient glory it had come to mean more to the Italians 
than Italy itself „ They could more calmly contemplate the. loss, of hundreds or 
thousands" more Italian soldiers fighting in the Maples area or in Southern Italy 
through their failure to fulfill their agreement, than the damaging of one build- 
ing in Rome by revengeful Germans, They were all fearful and pessimistic, and 
their fears made them. all see the future through dark glasses. 

Badoglio's attitude epitomised the terror they all felt. "I'll declare the 
Armistice^if you insist., but the Germans will be in here and cut my throat by to- 
morrow night," he said at one points 

The youthful looking Taylor found himself in an unenviable spot. He had 
come on his mission to do a concrete military job. Suddenly he found resting on 
his shoulders the weight of the whole armistice, and possibly the whole future 
of the Italian campaign* - 

actually, of course, it was a pretty clear-cut proposition. Hithin a few 
moments of starting their talks with C&rboni, both Taylor and .Gardiner had felt 
that the whole project was hopeless. Even earlier, when they had arrived and 
found that no staff conferences had been arranged, nothing done to further their 
military mission, they had begun to feel definite misgivings. Despite the fact 
that he was the &• first harbinger of bad news^ they looked upon C^rboni as a stro 1 
.and effective figure ' He was reassuringly anti -German. His mother was an 
American. The -Germans mistrusted him and had him constantly under surveillance. 
Taylor regarded him as the most decisive and commanding figure they met in Italy, 
and ono who would prove of the greatest help to the allies if he managed to es- 
cape from German occupied territory. Ho sat back .now and listened to their talk 
with Badoglio. 

With the shortness of the time remaining constantly in his' mind and guiding 
his decisions, Taylor slid over E-doglio' s suggestions that he return and lay the 
problem before General Eisenhower „ Instead, he urged the Marshal to place his 
own full statement of the case before '-Eisenhower at once by wireless, Badoglio 
agreed, and sat down to draft his message. Hy wrote out at the same time a full 
statement in long hand for General Taylor to take back in person. 



The essence of his position which he incorporated in hi 3 telegram was what 
ho wanted: 

1) To delay the armistice announcements, and. 

2) To withhold the planned, airborne operation/' 

Badoglio had already won his second point .without & struggle, for the Allies' 
depended on his cooperation for the airborne operation, and if he couldn't co- 
operate they couldn't go ahead with it. It was the first point that became the 
all important one, - - ■ , 

Badoglio drafted his -telegram to • Eisenhower twice, each time shrewdly insert- 
ing a phrase that would indicate that Ga&eral Taylor agreed .with him. He «iade 
use of . such phrases as %s G-gner*! i'aylor kncres,. 11 Q.;i& "is is understood by Gotv- 
eral''Taylcr. M Each time Ti^ lor, bo le^a acuto^ looked the message over and 
handed it back to Bfidoglio for rswdgicn. ©a- the third try Badoglio' s aessage 
stood on its own feet, -and Taylor .sat- down at the. Marshal's desk and wrote down ■ 
his own brief " recommendation to 3f-neral Eisenhower that the. airborne operation be 
cancelled. He pu& both messages in his pocket to b<3 handed over later for tran Si- 
mission. 

1 

During the whole of the ints5rvl#w .only French had been spoken.'' But now, as -~ 
the American officers got up to leave, Harshal ,3;:.,c:o^lio spoke in Italian. He ' 
took Taylor by the hand and swore by his honor,, as s soldier of fifty -five years 
service, that he was sincere in his dealings wxth the allies." He was quite 
emotional in his protestations of friendship end good faith. 

"You cannot doubt iry honesty,".}*© *ei<d* "It is my only desire to please and 
assist the allies. " 

'He ushered them to the door, shook their hands again, and bade them good- 
night, "IN two officers dro" •* back to their quarters in the Pallazso Caprera. It 
was. a quiet, uneventful return trip-. They vrere stopped by sentries as before , 
but Car'boni 'got them through without difficulties . Ti hen they reached their rooms . 
they looked through the messages again for a final check-up on their contents, 
and handed them over to Sonera! Carboni for 'transmission over the secret "suit- <• 
case" set," This was hidden somewhere- in the offices of the Italian Supreme 
Command; Taylor signed his message at 01.21. They got tu bed about 2 a.m. It 
was' already Sept©jsber 8th, the dny oh which the Armistice wag to be announced,. 

. - Taylor was. to learn later that atmospherics, which had been raising havoc - 
continually* with their message transmission during the entire three weeks' period,: ' 
were' especially 'bad that night. The message he filed at 01.21 did not reach 
Algiers until six o'clock on the 1 morning of the 8th. And it was hours' - later be- 
fore its vital contents reached Advanced Headquarters, where It had to be -and 
was- acted upon with celerity by General -Eisenhower and his staff. It reached 
them hone too soon. 

With the thoroughness and foresight that had provided General Bedell Smith 
and Brigadier : Strong with prepared armistice terms and with the "3" radio set be- 
fore they set out for Lisbon, Allied Headquarters had also provided for something 
going wrong with the airborne plan. In their discussions at Cassibile, the pos- 
sibility had been envisaged of the Italians not going' through with the scheme, 
and -a code word had been agreed upon to Indicate that the operation was to be Dan- 
celled. : "That code word was the word "innocuous." The Allied Command understood 
that if they got any message from Taylor containing that word they were to., flash, 
a • message at once to the assembly point .of" the. airborne- division halting their 
preparations, . . f . . _ , ' ; - ' 

When Gardiner and Tu^lor akok;* th-ey'' we're 'informed of the difficulties with. ■ 
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the wireless transmission. As an extra precaution, Taylor sent a two word mes- 
sage about 11 o'clock that morning. "Situation innocuous" that messag© read. It, 
too, was delayed, and was relayed through to advanced Headquarters late in the 
afternoon. Taylor's first re common data on had just been, received, and orders 
hastily flashed' through to the airborne troops-, They did not reach the airborne 
coramandor until 4:30 in the afternoon.- The transport planes were already lined up 
to take his men to Italy, and the parachute soldiers, finely trained, tense and 
eager to start their operation, were already preparing their packs and parachutes. 
In a very short time they .wore to be stopping aboard the pianos, the order to 
stop the operation came as a blow to them, and they grumbled some as they stowed ' 
their kit back in their tents < "Khy coulcLv t -Sc- -ahd~So Generals make up their 
minds?" they wondered, as they trapped disconsolately away from the assembly area. 
They could not know they had just been saved from dropping into what at the 
moment looked like the jaws of certain death. 

At the Palazzo Caprera nothing remained for Gardiner and Taylor to do ex- 
cept wait for orders from allied Headquarters, They roamed about their rooms . 
nervously. Taylor peeked out through the closed shutters and got s sudden warm 
thrill of recognition. He was looking down slantwise- the shutters prevented 'a 
full view- on a sight he knew I He had never been in Rome before, but below him 
was a lovely little fountain, and he knew it at once. 

"It was the fountain of Saint 3a mar do, that used to be on the cover of my 
high school -art text book, 11 he said. "I would have recognized it anywhere. It 
gave me a queer and pleasant thrill „" 

Air-raid sirens and then the sound of bombing penetrated to their closed 
rooms. It was the destructive allied raid on the German military Headquarters in 
the suburb of Frascati, a few miles away. The Americans knew it was the Flying 
Fortresses in action, though they did not' know what the target was. "It sounded 
as though tho target were getting quite a pasting," Taylor remarked. 

In the' limited travelling about Rome, most of it at night, they had seen 
no evidence of bombed damage to the city itself. On their entry they had. to 
make detours where bombs had in 'one area damaged railroad crossings during the 
first raid on Home, but all they saw supported the -Airf orce ! s claim that the'- bomb- 
ing had been well controlled and had hit only military targets. Rome had seemed 
to thorn very quiet. They had expected to find chaotic conditions in the city. 
Instead' they had, in their limited observation, seen everything to be normal and 
calm, tho people seemingly rejoicing over having got rid of ] ¥us solini and enjoy- 
ing their new found, freedom from Fascist control. Traffic through the street 
they' had observed to be of the usual wartime 'nature, with a great preponderance of 
military vehicles, but they had seen numerous private cars as well, and the Appian 
Way had been liberally dotted with private automobiles . Their food was excellent. 
The Italians who had been in charge, at least laughed, at the talk of food short- 
ages. "Vac could have had filet mignens at every meal, and there was always wine", 
they observed. 

General Carboni came in to see them about 11 o'clock and told them that orders 
had just been received from Allied Headquarters for them to return, It was part 
of their plan to take . an Italian General back to north Africa with them, to join 
Castellano and his now increasing staff. At first the Italians had decided to 
send General Roatta, the ^rmy Chief of Staff. The allied Generals felt a little 
leery of this choice, because. Roatta had been lidli c M-y attache in Berlin, and 
had always been very close with tho Germans . . But „; oy politely refrained from 
saying so* Possibly the Italians remembered tlii."_. too, and decided that* Roatta 
would be a useful man to have around when the Gora^as ;v-ard the sad news of the 
Armistice, At any rate, their nominee was changed, and Lieutenant-General 
Francesco Rossi, Deputy Chief of the General St-.ff , wa& picked to go along with 



them. They were also taking back an interpreter , whoses name was Taglivavia. 

Taylor and Gardiner had no preparations to make for their departure: They 
had brought no baggage. They 'had an excellent lunch with the Italian officers, 
and rested and lounged in their rooms until half-past four. Then their little 
truck drove up under the porte-cochere of the building, so they might be shielded 
from the gaze of any stray passers-by. The Americans had already said their good- 
byes, to Carboni and the other Italian officers,, The four passengers climbed inr 
General Rossi, Tagliftvia, General Taylor and Colonel Gardiner. Driving out of tho 
town to Centoselle airfield they again had to make do tours, for their road crossed 
the railroad lines which had been heavily bombed 
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As they drove on. to the airfield they had their closest brush with danger of 
the entire trip. Their vehicle had to halt to allow the passage of a detachment 
of marching troops. Peering through the little frosted windows the American of~ 
ficers saw with a sudden chill that they were Gorman soldiers. They marched up 
close beside the truck. Taylor and Gardner, crouching in the back, could. have 
reached out their hands and touch them, hero they going to halt and search the 
truck? The Americans sighed with relief as the truck got its engines started up 
again and drove far out on the field, away from the administration buildings and 
any curious loungers on the edge of the parking areas. 

Waiting for them on the far side of the field was a three-motored Savoya- 
Marchetti, with a crew of four. Its engine was warmed up, the 'propellers whirling. 
They hopped out of the back of the truck and climbed aboard the plane as fast as 
they could. The door was slammed shut, and vdthout loss of time the Savoya taxied 
out to the runway and took off. The interior of the plane was comfortable fitted 
with tables, chairs, charts and piles of memoranda, and had evidently been used 
to take Italian officers about the country. 

They took off from Centoselle at 5 o'clock. It was a beautiful, sunny after- 
noon. As- they climbed the. Americans had their first real look at Rome, spread .out. 
in panorama beneath them. The dome of Saint Peter's rose in the distance and 
was quickly left behind as they headed straight for the coast, between Sardinia 
and Corsica, Once over the sea they turned 6cuth and made for Tunis. 

Allied aircraft patrolling the North African Oca st had been warned the 
Savoya was coming, and instructed not to molest it, Mono came near them until 
just as they were crossing the Tunisian coast* Then an American fighter plane 
spotted the Savoia with its Italian rcarkings and came over to investigate; it 
circled the Savoia for a while and gave tno Italian and American occupants some 
moments of real anguish. Then, apparently satisfied, and aware of the "don't 
molest" instructions, it flew off. 

The flight from ^ome took about two hours. When they put in at El aouina 
Airfield, a few miles outside Tunis, it was just after 7 o'clock. General 
Eisenhower had gone on the air and announced the Italian Armistice to the World 
at 6;30. almost Simultaneously the Eritish Broadcasting Corporation from London 
and the American Radio networks had started to spread the news around the globe. 
The airfield personnel were in a ferment of excitement. 

But before they left the Airfield, Taylor, ' Gardiner and their two Italian 
companions had their own surprise,. Radios had been kept tuned in and had picked 
•up the news of Badoglio' s announcement. He had gone on the air one hour after 
General Eisenhower, and had made his proclamation to the Italian people and the •• 
armed forces of Italy. Here is v;hat he ■ said: 



The Italian Government, recognizing the impossibility of continuing the un- 
equal^ struggle against the overwhelming power of tho enemy with tho object of 
avoiding further and more grievous harm to the nation, has requested an armistice'' 
from General Eisenhower, Gommander-in-Chiof of tho anglo^merican allied Forces. ' 
Tms request has been granted, 

. , " The It,ali ^ n F otcos will, therefore, cease all acts of hostility, against the 
^nglo-^orican forces v? her over they may be met. They will, however, oppose at-, 
tacks from any other quarter," 

Marshal Badoglio had retreated from the position he had taken the evening be- 
fore, and had made tho announcement as ho had originally agreed. Tho die was" cast. 
Italy was now in it with the lilies. 

_ Taylor and Gardiner looked curiously at General Rossi when he heard the news. 
Rossi turned grey under his skin. Hie feelings had been the same as that of 
Badoglio and the other Italian leaders. He had wanted more time to take prepar- 
atory measures against the Germans who. wore now swarming in Italy, Like them, his 
only thought was, what would happen to Rome? 

The two American officers had completed their mission, and everything had 
worked out satisfactorily. Though the Italians didn't yot know it, the invasion 
fleet was at that moment heading in toward the beaches at Salerno. The airborne 
operation had 'been called off by the narrowest of margins, 

"VJe believe that the whole value of our mission was that it stopped f>n 
operation which in our judgment would, under the circumstances, hays' been disas- 
trous,' General Taylor summed it up. for me. 
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DIVISION AFTER ACTIO?: REPORT, SEPTEMBER - N OVEMBER I9u3 . 



1. Preparatory to the operations undertaken by the Division and its 
component units during the ma nth cf September, 19u3> six different 
missions were prepared in detail by the Division Staff, only two of which 
were destined to be put in execution. These two wore a jump by the !o09th 
Parachute Infantry Battalion in the vicinity of AVELLINO on the night of 
September lU and juirps by the £oUth and 505th Combat Teams on the nights 
of* September 13 . and Ik en the bcaehos south cf the SELE River as rein- 
forcement for the VI Corps. Although the Division Staff participated in 
the planning cf these operations, the combat teams undertaking them passed 
tc Army or VI Corps control on their take-off and the history of their 
subsequent maneuvers is therefore the history of the units themselves and 
cf the Army or Corps cf which they wore at that time a part. Likewise the 
325th Combat Team (including 3rd Battalion, !?0Uth Parachute Infantry), 
which cleared LICATA, SICILY September 13 for a seaborne movement to 
aVaIANCHE began its Italian operations under control other than that of the 
8 2d Airborne Division Command. 

2. Division Headquarters and detachments cf Division Special Troops 
air-landed in the PAESTUE Area September . 18 and the ft>lith and 5o£th Combat 
Teams were brought under Divi si :a control after, they wore vathdrawn from 
actual combat operations in the vicinity of AH5ANELLA arid ALTAVILLx, ITALY, 
Thereafter, for several days the Division Command, through these two combat 
teams, undertook patrol activities in the vicinity of ROCCADASPIDE and 
CaSTEIt-CIVITA, while the 325th. Combat Team was being actively engaged on 
the SORRENTO Peninsula as an element of the Ranger Force. 

3. Ixvomcnt of the main body of the Division from the vicinity of 
.CASTELCIVITa to the SORRENTO Peninsula was begun September 26 and the 
Division CP opened at I.AORI on that date and immediately, took command of 

a task force on the peninsula, consisting principally cf what had been the 
Ranee r Force already operating there and the divisional parachute elements - 
newly brought from CaSTEICIVTTa. Lt, Cel. Darby was placed in command of 
the East Force under the Division Commander, with headquarters at I.AORI, 
and Cel. James Id. Gavin, in command of the Y/cst F<„rcc, in the AGEROLa 
Area. The Division CP was m.vod to A aLFI September .27. That night a 
general advance was begun, v/ith the main effort through CKIUNZI Pass in the 
East, and a supporting effort through the AGmOU— GiVjGIi'JIO tunnel in the 
¥ost. The advance was lightly cpovocd and entirely successful, the first 
troops debouching into the SaKHO Plain early the following morning," From 
the 28th tc the 30th the entire forao converged on CaSTELL.' J ARE and con- 
centrated in that vicinity. On the 30th the Jr.d Battalion, $05'th Para- 
chute Infantry, led the advance along the main highway routes as far as 
TORRE ANNUHZIATa, and the entire division proceeded into the city of 
NaPLES the following day. 

k. Loading elements cf the 82d Airborne Division, -with the Jrd 
Battalion, £d5th Parachute Infantry, serving as advance guard, entered the 
city of NaPLES about noon October 1, 19h3, on the main highways loading into 
the city from the South. The Division was preceded as far as the southern 
extremity cf the city suburbs by reconnaissance elements of the 23rd 
Armored Brigade (British), which at that point diverged to the Northeast 
and by-passed the city itself.- The entire city was occupied and put under 
patrol before nightfall. 

5. Except f:r elements of the Division detached from it tc serve 
under other commands, the Division remained throughout the month -in the City 
■of NAPLES, charged with the responsibility for maintaining order, and saw- 
no. further combat service ^ sailing for North Ireland on 1? November 19U3-. 



HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY 
A. P, 0..#464j U. S. Army 



In tho field, 
1 October 1943. 

SUBJECT: 'Division of Responsibility between CG, #2d Airborne Division 
and CG-j Fifth ^rmy Base Section. 

TO : CG, 82,6. -wr.bcrae -Division 

CG, Fifth *irr.,;.- Base Section 
GG, 10th Corns < Br) 
CG, VI Corps (.. .3.) 

1. The. GG, 82nd 'drborns Division, utilizing Allied troops under his' 
command, is charged with tho maintenance of peace and good order -in the 
City: of Naples and the guar ding of all mlitary installations, . public works 
and other public property. He -will act directly under the Commanding 
General, Fifth ^rmy ; pursuant to Operation. Instruction -No. 3, 22 September 
1943 » Ho will also utilise the services of the Carabinieri and other 
Italian civilian police which he will control through Allied Military Govern- 
nent channels, He will also be responsible for local defense, and the dis- 
ciplinary control of all Allied Military personnel within the city. 

2. Tho CG, Fifth Ariry Base Section (Brig. Gon. Pence) will be charged 
with the general administrative control of Naples, except for the function 
allotted to CG, 82nd airborne Division under Per. 1. i*iong his functions 
will be: 

a. Control of ■'tilled Military Government within the area, except for 
its policing functions. This will include supervision of the provision of 
food and medical supplies for the civilian population. 

b. Maintenance of utilities of all sorts to the extent necessary for 
.military purposes, ■ 

c. Establishment of supply dumps in coordination with chiefs of section, 
Fifth imry. ■ 

d. Reconstruction and operations cf the port area. 

e. Acquisition of reel estate and matters of quartering, billeting and 
similar activities, as proscribed in Administrative, Instruction No. 11. 

f „ Signal communications within the Fifth Army Base Section. 

g. Transportation insofar as it pertains to base section activities. 

h, PAD, fire fighting, traffic control and sanitation. 

By coamand of Lieutenant General CLARK; 



/s/t/ M. F. (SUM 

Colonel, AGD, 
adjutant General 
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THE 325TH GLIDER INFANTRY' 

On September first, 19U3* "the 325th Combat Team, 1 consisting of the 325th 
Glider Infantry;, with an attached parachute infantry battalion, field and 
coast artillery, combat, and shore engineers, and medical personnel, was under- 
going intensive training near Bizerte, Tunisia, for the shore landing operatioi 
known as "Avalanche," On September 3rd, "while the Combat Team was engaged: in 
loading its heavy equipment on LST's, the mission was cancelled. 

Planning was 'commenced, on September hth to move the Combat Team to Sicily 
by plane, and on the' 5th, the 1st' Battalion, . 325th Glider Infantry, Company 
"A", 307th Airborne Engineers, and. the advance party of the Combat Team moved, 
to Airport Mo, 2, I-i'ateur, Tunisia. The advance detail boarded planes at 1700 
and fended at .Licata, Sicily, at 1915 on September 6th. On the same date the 
2d Battalion of the 325th moved to Airport No. 2, I.iateur. Both the 1st and 2d 
Battalions boarded planes on the 7th. The 1st Battalion landed at Gela West, 
Sicily. The battalion headquarters and part of Company "F H of 2d Battalion 
landed at the Trapani-Mico. airfield, Sicily, and the. rest of 2d Battalion land- 
ed at Comiso, Sicily. On the same date the 3rd Battalion, 5oUth Parachute 
Infantry, attached, moved by plane from Africa to Comiso. Also on September 
7th, the 319th Glider Field Artillery Battalion and the 2d Platoon of the 307* 
Airborne Engineer Company attached left by water for iaiori, Italy, from which 
point the 319th was used in support of the Ranger Task Force. The Engineer 
platoon was also used in action north of Haiori. 

Regimental Headquarters Company, Service Company and the Regimental . 
Medical Detachment of the 325th, together with Battery "A" of the 80th Air- 
borne Antiaircraft Battalion and Company "A l( , 307th Airborne Engineers less 
the 2d Platoon, moved by plane to Castelvetrano, Sicily, on September ■ 8th, 
The ' advance echelon of 'the Combat Team had already moved from Licata to 
Castelvetrano by truck on September 7th. The dispersion of the 325th Combat _ 
Team, less detachments, among various Sicilian airfields was dictated by the 
possibility of a mission involving air landings In the vicinity of Rome. 

. The next few days were spent standing by in case the airborne mission 
materialised. On the ?th, reconnaissance was made for a possible bivouac 
area to be used in case of concentration of the Combat Team near the Trapani- 
I-alo airport. On September 10th, the Regimental Personnel Section arrived 
at Castelvetrano from Bizerte by plane. 

The Combat Team, less the elements previously sent on a separate mission 
on the 8th, and less the two antitank platoons of Regimental Headquarters 
Company, moved by nlane to Licata on September 13th and was loaded on ICI's, 
which left t>ie oort at 2000 the same date. At 1U30 the following day, the 
LCI's arrived at Palermo, Sicily. The troops remained aboard overnight, and 
at 0500 on the l5th, the LCI's left for a destination near Salerno, Italy* 
At 2300 -that night the Combat Team landed on the beach lo kilometers south ol 
Salerno and remained there until morning. 

On the 16th, the 3rd Battalion, 50lrth Parachute Infantry, left on an un- 
. known mission. : The 2d Battalion, 325th Glider Infantry, less Company "G", 
which was attached to Headquarters, Fifth Army, departed by LCI's to work wxth 
the Rangers on a beach head north of Salerno. For the re xt five days the dd 
Battalion held positions on Hfc. San Angclo di Cava against enemy action which 
culmnated in an eight-hour attack on September 20th. The Battalion held xts 
ground, 

' The remainder of the Combat Team marched five miles to a bivouac area neal 
Stas di Cappuccio, Italy. . At O7OO .011 September l?th, Company «G», 325th _ 
Glider Infantry, left by .LCI's to occupy the Island, of Ischi-a, southwest of the 
harbor of Naples. The 3rd Battalion of the 50kth was relieved from attached 



at 0001 the same date, and the rest of the Combat Team was alerted to go to 
the front at 2130, 

At 0300 the following morning, the 1st Battalion, 325'th Glider Infantry, 
moved' out and took up positions northeast of Albanella, Italy, in support' of • 
the 3rd Battalion, 5ol.;th Parachute Infantry. Regimental Headquarters Com- 
pany, Service Company, and the Regimental Judical Detachment, 325th, v/ith 
Company Headquarters of Company »A" of the 30?th Airborne Engineers, moved to 
< a bivouac ar.oa ^bctifc one mile southeast of Albanella, The Regimental CP was 
also established at this point,, At 0630 on the game date (September 15th), 
the 1st Platoon of Company "A", 307th Snginesrs, joined the 1st Battalion. " 

The Intelligence and. Reconnaissance Platoon, of Regimental Headquarters 
Company, 325th Glider Infantry, established an observation post northeast of 
Albanella during the morning of the Ichh. During the afternoon there was more 
' or less shelling frow Ccraan 36 1 s, and Airing the night there was sotie artil- 
lery fire. At 1622 on the le'th, .Company »c" of the 1st Battalion furnished a 
30 man reconnaissance detail to a Tank Destroyer unit, . During the 19th, the 
1st Battalion remained in a defensive position, • At' 0935 a patrol from Company 
«C" reported that" It x/as vrost of Altavilla and that there vas no enemy 
opposition. At 1700 it was 'reported that the 30 man detail with the tank 
destroyer unit was at Altavilla. 

On September 20th," the Combat Team nyas mthdravvn from it's positions and 
moved by truck to Beach Wo, 1 near Paestum, Italy, remaining there overnight. 
.At 1500 on the 21st the Combat Team personnel moved by LCI and LST to Isiori, 
Italy, Eouipment \tm sent overland by truck. , The Combat Team arrived at 
Maiori at "1630 and was attached to the Ranger Force, "Ihc 1st Battalion ,.. 325th, 
moved up to positions at tat. San Angolo cii Cava to relievo the 2d Battalion, 
which moved back and took up positions behind the 1st Battalion* The 3rd 
Battalion, $0hth Parachute infantry, less Company "H", was again attached to • 
the 325th Glider infantry and took up positions on Hb. di Clrlunsi. The 319th 
Glider Field Artillery Battalion was* relieved from attached and was attached 
to the 1st Ranger Battalion. ' The Regimental CP was temporarily established 
at haiori, and 1.1a jor Zinn, Regimental S-3, ^ith Captain Berkut Regimental 
S-2, -rent forward to the front to give the field order for the following 
day's operations. 

On the 23rd.,. the 1st Platoon, 30 7th Airborne Engineers moved up to work 
with the 1st Battalion of the -325th* The Intelligence and Reconnaissance 
Platoon of Regimental Headquarters Company was also sent to the front, where 
it was extensively used, in patrol work. Lt, Col. Sitler, Regimental Executive 
Officer, and Major 'Zinn, S-3, established a forwrrd CP on the "road to Chiunzi 
Pass, A renort was received that the 1st Batt-lion was in position by l500. 
HeamThilo, ' the general attack, in which the. 325th' s mission was a defensive 
one, had started at 0330 on the 23rd. Allied naval vessels shelled the 
mountains north of Kaic-ri during the dry. ■ .. 

The Regimental CP was moved -from Ubjtaol into the mountains on the 
Chiun'zi Pass road, on the morning of the 2Uth, and the forward -CP personnel 
moved to the Regimental CP location at 1200. At 2000 Colonel Lewis, Com- 
manding 'Officer of the 325th Glider Infantry, directed a machine gun platoon 
of 1st Battalion with rifle protection to occupy high ground at Pomace and 
strafe the road 'toward Camerclle. By 6°00 the following day, however, these 
troops were forced to withdraw, having suffered several casualties. 

On the 25th the -1st Battalion positions r/crc the sane as on the pre- 
ceding day, strong enemy opposition being reported in front of Company "B" 
from 0530 to.C600, On this day, information was relayed back from the 
Regiment's observation aoet which enabled British artillery and naval guns to 
shell an enemy truck column south of Camorelle, destroying 17 trucks. 

hajor General Ridgway,. Commanding General*. 6 2d Airborne Division, ^wa-s 
placed in command of all the area west of Salerno on September 26th. The 



area -was divided into oast and ivost sectors, Lt. Col, Darby of the Rangers 
remaining in command of. the east sector, in which the 32£th eais operating. 
The 26th was a day of patrol activity, the British being reported out of con- 
tact Yvdth the enemy. The, 1st Battalion, of the 325th sent patrols toward 
Carcmclle, the 2d Battalion, toward Hocena. The 3rd Battalion, 50hth Para- 
chute Infantry, patrolled toward Fagsni, and other units, to the south of 
Sala, On this date the 3rd Battalion of tho 50/jth reverted to regimental 
control, and the 325th returned, to Division control at 2^00, 

On orders from the Commanding Officer of Force Headquarters, the 1st 
Battalion, 325th, attacked the mad sonthrost of highway 18 to establish con- 
tact aath the U6th Division- on the right* This operation weve part of the 
Force plan to seise positions in tho valley in the cast sector. On the 28th of 
September -this operation mas successfully completed as far as units of the 
325th Combat Team wrc concerned, and \\nits,hold the positions established on 
the previous day. 

On September 29th, the 325th Combat Team moved to San Bgidio and 
bivouacked* there overnight. On September 30th, • the Combat Team moved to an 
assembly area cast of 0astolla.mmarc, a r hcro the tv. r o antitank platoons of 
Regimental Headquarters Comoany rejoined tho Regiment, having arrived by boat 
from Termini, Sicily, On this day the officers of the Combat Team were in- 
formed of plans for the occupation of Maples by the 8 2d Airborne Division to 
restore order end prevent rioting, 

HEADQUARTERS 325th GLIDER INFANTRY 
APO #l.i.69, U. 0, Army 

October 20, 19h3 

AMEX #1; 

To "The 325th Glider Infantry in Action", dated October 19, 19U.3. 



The 1st Battalion, 325th, In execution of orders to attack the "road ■ 
southeast of their position and establish contact v/Ith the British U6th. 
Division, sent Conaany "B", with one rlatoon of Company «;,«, against enemy, 
strong point at 1330 on September 2?th. Alter a four hoar fight, in the 
course; ox -which Lieutenant" Gibson, co:;m;\anaing Company "B", ivas -wounded and 
Captain Bishoa of Company "A" took over tho direction of the attack, tte 
strong aoint '.'ids. captured, together vrith four prisoners, a German radio and 
considerable other enemy material. Our losses .;eru eight oounded against 
thirty Germans killed. This strong point had been protecting an artillery 
observation post*. and had been holding up the advance of the British 15th 
Armored Brigade and tho British ).j.6th Division, 



b. THE 50lpTK RARACIIUTE INFANTRY 
(EXCESPT3 FROM " DEVILS V/ITH BAGGY PANTS" ) 

lost Een of the $0k v/ere reluctant to leave their newfound home in 
Sicily; grapes were ripe for one thing, the language was much easier than the 
thousand "and one Arab dialects encountered in Africa, and then the Sicilians, 
who were firmly convinced that their homeland aas now an "American Island", 
wore quite railing to show their nor/ bosses a good time. 

An order from Fifth Army headquarters, ho-. /over, returned the regiment to 
Kairouan, North Africa, -more it became Imeodl:'-toly evident that another 
parachute mission was; in the aind. . Rcplacuixr-ts aero absorbed by the com- 
panies, training v;as resumed, and the 3"G ■Bata.R.icn i/as once again detached 
from the rcgiment-this time tray rcre sent to Biacrt^ for special beach 
assault training with the Rangers and the 32$th Glider Infantry, 
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Orders soon came for the £ok to return to Sicily; a more suitable 
juinping-off place for the invasion of Italy. They again boarded pianos in 
Africa, and flew, this time undisturbed by enemy and friendly flak, to Comisco, 
and Trapani, Sicily. 

Weeks of preparation for a jump at Capua, briefings, tiny scale use-dels 
of the proposed drop zone expertly carved by former German toy makers-were 
forgotten. The mission to Capua, had been cancelled j the enemy had been warn- 
ed and T/as waiting on the DZ„ 

Then there was the mission where men of the regiment v.'orc to jump on Rome 
and with the help of Italian partisans, occupy the city. That, too, had been 
cancclled-and only three- raLmitos before the scheduled take off. $0h men were 
disgusted at' the time, but subsequently felt differently when they learned the 
full story of General Taylor's negotiations 7.1th Marshal Be.doglio. in Rome, and 
of his resultant decision to stop the S-'QU -from jumping into what his eleventh 
hour information dirclosod to be a trap. 

The 3rd Battr.lion then jnovod to Licato. and rejoined the 325th ai d the 
Rangers. Here they boarded Id's and set out to sca$ they knew they were 
going, to Italy, tut other than that, information was vague. H Company's 
boats left the convoy, and on September o, v/ith' a group of Rangers, made the 
initial landings on the Italian coast at Vwicri,, Opposition on the beach was 
slight, and the parachutists quickly advanced into the mountains overlooking 
the coast whore they crc turcd the now famous Chiunzi Fass and a vital rail- 
road tunnel. 

G, Headquarters, and I Companies, with the remainder of the 325th Combat . 
Team, swerved south, and on September 11, landed on the bloody Salerno beach. 
The Luftwaffe and the American and British Air Forces provided an overhead 
show' that ran 2h hours a day. That the military situation at Salerno was not 
as it should have been became more evident with each passing hour? German 
tanks and strong infantry forces were pressing relentlessly toward the beach, 
and the word was passed around that it would be fight or svd.ni. No paratrooper 
on that' beach was in the mood for a twelve-mile swim, and with the prospects 
of a last-ditch stand staring them In the face, men of the 3rd Battalion 
settled down and awaited developments. 

The remainder of the SOU was restlessly waiting at airfields in Comiso, 
and Trapani, Sicily, for the -parachute mission that they had been told to 
expect. On September 13, they were again alerted. ''Another dry run", was 
the cynical comment of most men. Nevertheless, each man gave his equipment 
a last minute check-- just In case. Early chow was oaten and immediately 
afterward the troops fell in at their bivouac areas in the appointed plane 
loading formations; then marched to the battered and roofless hangers where 
they picked up their chutes. 

It was not until the men were seated In the planes that the mission was 
disclosed. In probably the briefest briefing of any comparable operation of 
the war, men of" the £0b wore' informed that the Fifth .Army beachhead in Italy 
was in grave . danger of being breached; that the $0h was to jump behind- 
friendly lines in the vicinity of the .threatened breakthrough in order to 
stem the German advance. A pathfinder ' group was going in ahead with special 
equipment to guide the pianos onto the D2, the center of which the Fifth Army 
was to indicate vdth.a .large flaming "T». That was allj no one knew speci- 
fically what was to bo' required of him-no thing more than the fact that' the 
Fifth Army was endangered and 'that the 5Q'U was needed badly. Each iran felt 
an inward surge of pride in -his importance. Morale climbed. 

As the planes sped down, the air strip. _and. lifted into the night sky, these 
men felt that they had a big assignment -ahead" 'of them:, the rescuing of the 
Fifth Army. Though some may have had misgivings about what the morrow would 
bring, they were confident in their strength and 'happy to be on the way. 
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Shortly after midnight the pianos, flying in a col iron of battalions, 
passed over the clearly marked DZ and unloaded their human cargoes. With the 
exception of ci<?ht planes which failed to navigate properly io the DZ, but 
whose planeloads were subsequently accounted for, there «.s little di, faculty 
of confusion experienced in cor-pleting fee operation.. Assembly was mdo^ in 
the d.^l^iatod areas v/ith a jainiistra loss of tiao and a later check revealed 
that only 75 men had suffered injuries as a roav.lt of the jump. This fission 
is still regarded as history's greatest example of tho mobility of airborne 
troops— in oVctly sight hours tho 504 had. boon notified of its mission, 
briefed, leaded onto planes, jumped on its assigned drop zone, and committed 
against the enemy. 

On tho DZ, situated a fa*? hundred yards from tho beach and two miles 
South of Paootu:..., tho boom of oar.noo and the flash of gunfiro wora distinctly 
evident a short distance to tho north, Assembled, organized, and entrucked, 
tho roginont v/as within tho hour moving .:: lowly along the road that lod in tho 
direction fron whence the sound a of battle cane. ■ 

3y' dawn tho rogimont, loss the 3rd Battaloh, was firmly e&placed in a- 
defonsivo sector throe miles from PaosttR and Scuthwost of ■Albanolla. ■ Tho 
days of tho l4th and 1.5th of September, wore spent in anticipation of a tank 
attack that threatened, frco tho Caioro Riven region to tho North. The 2nd 
Battalion assisted in tho repulsing of one tank attack across the Solo River 
whilo E Company, ona reconnaissance in force of the same area, encountered 
scattered and snail elements of tho enemy. Tho regimental recon platoon 
patrol od the ar ca • several nil 03 to the front and battalionaals sent out 
reconnaissance and conbat 'patrol a of their own with particular emphasis on the 
Altavilla sector . . 

Hos tile artillery fire, was spasmodic and largely interdictory in char act- 
: cr. - Air activity v;as confined principalis to friendly, craft, though tho enemy 

in groups of two and throe, would occasionally r.ako an appearance over 
. positions only, to be driven off by intonse fire from supporting anti-aircraft 
units • 

L 

On the norniug of tho ] 6th, . the regiment- axrehod four riles to occupy the 
town of Albanolla, v/hcrb 'at nocn, Colonel Tucker iscuoa to tho battalion 
commanders the order to seise and hold tho high ground surmounting Altavilla-* 

.Tho days following wore, in the words of Gon. Mark 'tf. Clark, commander 
of the Fifth Army, "reap: nsiblo for saving tho Salerno beachhead", son of 
tho 1st and 2nd Battaliona advanced across the flat valley floor, were sub- - 
joctod to intense enemy artillery and sr-.all arr.10 fire; contact between tho 

' battalions and the CP group were lest, but all units . pressed rol-ontlossly ■ . , 
forward and in spite of o : /orwholming enemy superiority in numbers, took' their 
assigned objectives. The' enemy counter-attack od stubbornly, and on tho night 

'of the 17th, it became evident that help had to be secured -if -tho .£04 , now 
completely cut off from friendly forces, was to hold those key positions so 
necessary for tho security of the beachhead. 

G-enoral Cawloy, cor.qindor of the Sixth Corps, was contacted by radio, 
and suggested that the regiment t-dthdrav/ and. attempt to establish s: lino' nearer 
to the beach. It was then that Col. Tuck or uttered the statement that 
epitomized the saga of Altavilla— "Retreat, Hoi It- — Send 'Hd riyfcthcr battalion" 
The 3rd Battalion was then sent to rojoin the rogincnt. They novod into 
.'position on Hill- '344, tho 1st and 2nd Battalions repulsed strong on orgy 
counter-attacks , contact' between the. uni^s was made, and tho Salerno beach- 
hoad was saved. The' next day tho 504 was 'relieved by elements; -of the J6th 
Division. 

This, the first Contact with. thp. enemy for -non of the 504 since Sicily 
and the first tine that the regiment' had. ' boon committed as a unit in any 
fling lo tactical operation, ins a battle that turned tho tide of the German 
onslaught on tho Salerno boachhoa'd and frustrated thoir attempts to contain 
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the Fifth Army within the confines of the coastal plain, reaching as- far as- 
Altavilla. With its flanks secured, the Fifth Army was at liberty to extend 
itself northward in the direction of Salerno, and ultimately to Naples. 

The /area in the region of Altavilla for several years had been a firing 
r.ange for a German artillery school; consequently there was no problem of 
range,, deflection, or prepared concentrations 'that the enemy had not solved 
long before the advent of the Americans. Heedless to say s hostile artillery 
and mortar fire was extremely accurate and capable of pin-pointing with lethal 
concentrations such vital features as vy^'ils. 'trails , and draws . During the - 
three days that the 504th occupied the several hills behind Altavilla, approxi- 
mately 50 paratroopers died, I50 were wounded, and one man was -missing in 
action. 

The majority of these casualties were caused by the enemy's artillery fire. 
Enemy casualties were, judging from the number of dead left on the field of 
battle and from information divulged by prisoners, several times those of the 
regiment. Four separate and distinct attacks by the enemy launched from the 
north, east, and west of 504th positions were driven back with heavy casualties 
resulting for the Germans. 

On. the morning of September 20, the ^Qhth, less the- Jd Battalion, moved 
back into a reserve position. The 5'd Battalion moved directly from Hill 344 
to. Blue Beach in the vicinity of Paestum where they boarded LCI's- and headed 
toward Maiori to join fl H" Company, still holding out with the Rangers at 
Ohiunzi Pass . ■ 

For the remainder of the regiment, the period 20-25 September, was for the 
most part one of rest and r*esupply. However, road patrols- were maintained by 
the regiment recon platoon which at the same time kept in constant touch with 
the British Eighth Army on the right flank. . The enemy had apparently withdrawn 
t'o the north, and the report of the. villagers was always the same-*- that the 
Germans had passed through in trucks a day or two before headed northo 

Before noon on the 25th 1 , the regiment was ordered to join the 5d Battalion 
and boarded LCI''s at Red Beach where they skirted the coast to Maiori.. 

Terrain in this sector was precipitous and hilly with plenty of concealment 
provided by underbrush and trees. All evidence of the enemy was confined to the 
valley which stretched like a vast carpet bolow — the valley of Naples. Even in 
the valley there was. little, aside from an occasional truck movement or a gun 
flash, to bo seen of the Germans ^ Positions were occasionally shel led, par ti- 
cularly that portion of the road that wound around the mountain and came- out in 
full view of the German guns located a.t the base of Mount Vesuvius some ten 
miles to the f»ont« This outlet was known as Ohiunzi Pass— -but because of trig- 
ger happy German. artillerymen, was promptly renamed "88" Pass by 504 men. 

On September 28, the regiment contacted the British 10th Corps, and moved 
out in the attack, spearheading the drive for the great port of, Naples. British 
tanks skirted around the base of Mount Vesuvius to the cast, bypassing the city, 
while 504 men turned west, captured Castellamare. The 504th entered Naples on 
October 1st. . 




The city was a scone of ruin, starvation, and general wretchedness. 
Bombed buildings were to be seen everywhere and tho streets were littered with 
an accumulation of rubble piled by months of bombing. The public utilities- 
water, gas, and electricity— had each been carefully and systematically do-r 
strovod°by the enemy on the eve of his departure from the city. Business was 
at a" standstill, with the exception of an occasional barber who did, needless 
to say, a great trade. 

Looting was common, riots were in constant occurrence, and everywhere 
the American soldier was' called upon by civilians to arbitrate and judge their 
street differences.' For most Verier, ns this was a difficult and most irk- 
some task, inasmuch as the language was foreign and the simultaneous pleadings 
.and callings of the conflicting parties for a .judgment would increase in in- 
tensity and dramatic quality until the confused soldier in -his inability to 
understand the accusations, or even have the faintest idea of the bone of 
contention, would throw vco his hands in dismay to wash himself of the whole 
affair. Then the Italians would smile gently and mutter with a little nod 
in the direction of the American, "I» : o capisco ll e 

Those were haoey days; duty was light, -sine, women, and song were tho 
order of the day, and with each passing week 'Naples could be seen to progress 
another degree toward business and life as usual. Shops and cafes opened 
gradually in spite of the ?s.cars of war. Then came inflation— everything 
doubled, then tripled, in nricc; champagne, wine, and cognac disappeared in 
favor of a new and more deadly beverage— "Ton-minute 11 cognac, rurc medicinal 
alcohol, with sugar and water added, and primed with a few drops of the 
essence of cognac, was bottled, labeled*" aged, and sold on the streets within 
a matter of minutes. ' 

Naple s and its dubi6us pleasures had begun to pall on most Eton and it ^ 
was with a certain amount of enthusiasm that the news 'of a forthcoming mission 
'ivs.s received. Advance information indicated that the mission involved the_ 
assaulting of -orecioitous mountain positions. A group of thirty men was dis- 
patched, to- the' Fifth Army Mountain Climbing School near Naples to receive 
specialised training in cliff scaling and mountain climbing. . 




functioning of tho Combat Team, 




the Italian campaign was aoggeu. t.i/;.u,uaia vuu..u«v -^-u^,..^~ ~* . ~, 
come or circumvent all obstacles In their pursuance ox the part they w 
ordered to play in this operation. 




On this mission , almost without exception, c onto at was restricted to 
small local ongr.gcm.jnts between patrols over a broad front. •The terrain vias 
such that no distinct front line , either onciriy or friendly;, could be designat- 
ed. German patrols operated behind our "lines-" and the same -thing was 'true ' 
of the American patrols to an even- greater extent. It is in this type of •war- ! 
fare that the 5'0l| proved itself to be the uneo/uivocai master of the enemy- 
there vrerc few encounters, oven ifhon the Germans' had the advantage of numor- 
ical superiority, that the enemy didn't come out second best, Trained to ■ . : 
fight in snail independent groups, in the technique of scouting and stealth, 
and for starcina and perseverance, the paratroopers proved the value of their 
specialized preparation 'for combat, 

'with the enery falling back for a stand along a. line running frora Cardit'. 
to Alfcdena, the 50U Coirbat Team was warndd to stand by for a displacement 
forward to Scapoii* However, before any such movement began, the CT was 
ordered into Corps .reserve, its positions to be exchanged with the 133rd In- 
fantry,- * 

The 3rd Battalion moved to the' rear on November 23,' followed by the re- 
mainder' of the Combat Tcan on successive days ''theroaftt: r a IA Ciorlano, 
Thanksgiving was celebr.ated with a sumytuous repast transported in special 
containers ' to' the regiment froiv. Naples, and arrived in such quantities that 
mess 'kits 'were foregone in favor of the greater volume • of tin helmets,, 

After a dull and somewhab uncomfortable two weeks spent in bivouac in a 
reserve position near Ciorlano, the Coaibat Team received orders to r.ovc 
forward for an assault on lit. Souiiucro "nd the adjacent hills beyond Venafro — 
positions that dominated the gateway to the German stronghold of Cassino, 

On the rainy cold evening of . Doccnbcr 10, l?li3, the regimental CP' was 
established .at Venafro,, and the 1st and 2nd. Battalions closed in on their 
respective bivouac areas at the base of •the high ground overlooking the 
Voituroo Valley- and Venafro, Coit: aides G arid I of the 3rd Battalion moved 
immediately forward to relieve elements of the 3rd Ranger Battalion who were 
in -position on Hill. ?50,, .7hilo advancing .to relieve the Rangers, I Company 
bocauo subjected "to enoay small arms fire and. in the midst of a" German 
counter-attack, rrnagod. to take up their assigned petitions. ■ The next 
tea Ive hours found the Germans ecuntor-nttneking seven times in force, and 
although I Company had suffered 46' casualties by noon of the following day, 
they still held the position. 

The following Morning the ' 2nd Battalion completed the: difficult cli-ib 
up lit. 3ai"iTiuero (1205 ) to take up positions foracrly -occupied by the llj.3rd 
Infantry. The remainder of the 3rd. Battalion- joined G and I Companies and. 
continued to repel repeated enemy counter-attacks . 307-th airborne -Engineers 
laid a uri.no field in the draw between did!::- 'd:o r ' and'?f?0. Knomy -artillciy 
increased' in intensity to a. degree unprecedented in- the Itali.an-caLipaj.gri--'" 
it became quite' evident that the Gorreans were detemlneci to regain these • 
-heights at 'all costs. : . ' "'."'''.'■"'* 

' The .1st Battalion, supposedly in reserve, ' was used for litter-bearing 
details, arid to' carry food, " water, and ammunition up' the rocky, heavily- 
shelled, trails' to the troops clinging stubbornly to- positions on the heights. 

During the succeeding several 1 -days' ' the 2nd Bat'talion launched an attack 
on the enemy-hold dill 607, but wrs repulsed and withdrew to a defensive ■ 
position in front of hill 120-., The 1st Battalion i.iov-d cut of reserve and, 
with the exception 'of B Company which occupied "Hill ?1C', moved up to Kill 
1205' in support of the '2nd Battalion's abVack. ' The 3rd Battalion sent out 
patrols iowr'rd the enemy lines., .and: : although -'meeting little resistance, 
discovered' extensive' rdne fields- and defensive positions that- had recently 
been- vacated. ■ ■ 
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By this' time the 3?6th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion was well em- 
placed and giving direct support to the 50U Combat Team that was of excep- 
tional accuracy and efficiency,. The wire section established and maintained 
communications with the various units of the CT — an endless and fatiguing 
job frequently necessitating work under artillery fire, which usually 
knocked out the wire as fast as it could be replaced,. 

By December 20, the $0h. GT was holding Hills 1205, 9^0, 9$h, 710, and 
687, with patrols operating on Hills 877 and 610* The fighting of this 
operation consisted of the assaulting of one hill after another. It was an 
uphill fight all thev; ay characterized by rock and trec,.barc, U5 degree 
slopes, and unusually stubborn resistance by. the enemy. Supply and cvacuatios 
of the wounded was a matter of back-breaking work,. The medic Is task, at 
best a difficult one, was increased, ten -fold on the high, craggy, windswept, 
and shelterless hill tops. Medical supplies were short when they were need- 
ed most and there was no quick way of obtaining more, -Casualties had to be 
carried on stretchers down to the road— a painful six hour journey,,. Mule 
trains were able to carry supplies to a certain point, after which it became 
necessary because of the increased angle of ascent, for all supplies and 
ammunition to be transported up to the. summits by carrying parties of men,., 
This work \iras carried out over heavily-shelled trails, with supplies always 
reaching the units engaged just in time. 

During the 19 days that the $0h was in . action near Venafro they 
suffered a total of 5h dead, 226 wounded, and two men missing in action. 
Those figures arc exclusive of the 376 FA Battalion and Company C, 307 \ 
Engineers, each of whom suffered dead and wounded, I.ios t of the casualties 
were the result of enemy artillery fire, which was, as has been mentioned, 
intense, 

■ However high the number of these casualties may seem, compared to these 
of the enemy they must be considered light,. Only the very roughest of es- 
timates can bo made of the enemy casualties, . however information- revealed 
by prisoners (£l were taken) indicated German dead and wounded 'to be at least 
five times greater than those suffered by thc.^OU. On December 27, the re- 
giment was relieved of duty in the Venafro sector and was moved to ibw 
bivouac areas in the vicinity of Pignatoro. 

Small, much-bombed pignatoro, located in the heart of the lower ,Vol- 
turno Valley 'in the shadow of Hill 620, which five months before had been 
designated as the objective for the SOU on their much-brief cd Capua mission, 
had now becorae a scene of rest for men of the regiment, A belated Chris tmas 
was celebrated, New Year's Day dinner eaten under the hungry gaze of the 
town's population, and finally the long-awaited Christmas packages were 
received and opened,. The regiment was paid and for the next several days 
the Italian courtyards of Pignatoro echoed with the almost forgotten sound 
of rippling dice, and the strident coaxing of "Whup, seven — do iti" 

Shower baths were made available, movies were shown nightly in a tiny 
renovated picture house, orange trees groaned under the weight of fresh 
fruit (all off limits), and "tough guy" Humphrey Bogart, wife, and company 
put on a few skits for the regiment from the back of a six-by-six parted in 
a nearby soccer field. 

Still, these were simple pleasures and the paratroopers longed for 
Naples' gaeity and relaxation of another sort, so it was with cheery hearts 
that the Combat Team moved-. again on January U, l U).j, to the suburbs of Naples. 

"Officially", Nanles was off limits to the 50l|, but then who were they— 
the victors of Altavilla, the assaulters of Mt. Sammucro, and the partici- 
pants of a hundred ' other engagements— to suddenly become impotent at the 
flicker of a PBS directive j besides hadn't they taken the town four months 
before? Haples' was retaken by mass infiltration,. 
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The city had changed; in some ways for the better ond in others for the 
worse. The lights had cope on, water ran in the toilets, thc : opera ;?.nd the 
movies wore playing to packed houses, the streets verb cleared of the vfreck- 
■ago of bombed buildings, stores wore wsll stocked with everything but good 
"vino", arid the. enlisted men's Red Cross Club --as a structure of .grandeur 
that topped anything from the United States to the UK,; 

Naples had assumed the cosmopolitan and multi-colored atmosphere of 
Casablanca, -Hgiers, and Cairo „ The streets "Tore i iridescent with the un- . • 
iforms of sailors and soldiers of half" a dozen different nationalities. In 
a manner of speaking, ■ Topic o had become the pro-porty of the world. There 
were those -die said mth v nostalgic sigh,.. "I liked it better before 15 , but 
then such statements arc merely ira-^an and not necessarily to be taken ser- 
iously, for Naples, though it- 'had changed, was still the mother of fun and 
Maria was still as friendly as ever, even though her ideas had changed too. 

However, all was not play.. There was training, inspections, re-equipp- 
ing,, and it soon became evident that the rumors of, "v/c * re going home", or 
"England is next 1 ',, were doomed to go the way ,of all rumors;- .another mission 
was forthcoming — this tine . a parachute mission „ . . 

Sand tables wore constructed, recognition crews sent cut to nearby unite 
and filially came the briefing— on January 20, the $0k was' ready to take off. 
The cocration was called "Shingle"! arid, involved a vertical envelopment of - the 
enemy in a sector behind the coastal town at' Viiszio, 26 rales South of 'Rome, 
The S-2'-s estimate of the enemy's capabilities did not appear encouraging, 
to soy nothing of the fact that- in -spite of all efforts to maintain, secrecy- 
of the .imp ending operation, it seemed that every Italian ..Joe in l-!ap3o s and 
vicinity had a least a vague idea of whatowas going on. Consequently, there 
was. a certain amount of I' sweating" 'on the part of the paratroopers, 'for most 
felt 'certain that the Germans, aware of the plans, would be waiting, .on the DL 
with upturned bayonets— a situation, ' that to say the least, 'would have been 
embarrassing o However, subsequent events on .the beachhead proved that their 
fears wore unfounded, for that particular sector of the Italian coast was 
lightly defended and the jump wculd. probably have gone off without a hitch, 

Nevertheless, on. the morning- of January 20, orders. were received from-- 
the Fifth Army to' the effect that the $0h would not jump in the "Shingle" 
operation, but would gc in on the beach assault in XCI's.. l-jovcm^nt orders 
and boat loading lists "acre issued -to ell elements of the Combat Team and • 
the folloadng morning found, the $0h loading on boats at the t iny fishing 
port of Pdzauoli, 'Jorth of Naples* . _ 

That afternoon the regiment's sr_all .convoy of LCI's swung out from the 
port to become part -of the huge northbound invasion ' fleet that stretched' in 
both directions" as far as the'eye could see. The afternoon was quiet and as 
the -. sun submerged.- into the sea, men become impressed with the - magnitude of 
the' ope notion--- an endless string of ships' moving on. their predesigriatcd 
course like. the hand of fate across the sea, . 

■ Down of the' 22nd found the $0h standing out from the beach upon which 
they were to later debark. There was an 1ST sinking off the port bow of the 
lead. 50l|. craft, but aside from this there seemed to be. amazingly little ' • 
evidence of- the enemy that had. been expected— ovoiything seemed, quiet; too 
quiet. 

Reports, had been, received that five -waves: had been- landed when, through 
the loudspeaker of a neighboring boat, Col, Tucker was ordered to land the. 
Combat Team on Red Beach,, Immediately the 13 LCI' s-. 'that'- contained %ho mem- 
bers of the. regiment commenced to. move toward the -shore. There as no con- 
fusion;', everything was proceeding with the regularity and order of clockwork. 
The lead boats were . grinding into-, the sand. Already the ramps had slammed 
down into the water and- men were- splashing their -..ray. toward the shore. It 
was perfect, The .operation couldn't Jiavu gone more smoothly. The only thing 
that was lacking to* make this a perf ect movie operation was the enemy. ' 
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At. that precise moment the tense stillness was shattered by a whining 
roar that left no doubt in. anyone's mind as to its source. Straight out of • 
the sun the enemy planes came-"'- their machine guns blasting, For a few brief 
seconds the. world became one great kaleidoscope of raging sound, then the 
planes wore gone and in the water whore they had passed over lay several 
'boiling circles whore tombs had struck. One ICI, its nose disgorging men, 
settled in the shallow wat or, -Its after-section "fas a mass of twisted metal *- ; 
and oily black smoke. Men could be seen hanging from the bits of twisted 
steel. That had boon LCI' number 20 — G Company's craft. 

The landing craft continued, to come, unload, their personnel,, and back 
out into the water, whiLe the German dive bombers returned again and again. 
The paratroopers ran .down' the 'ramps and jumped into the surf© Some went 
in to their knees., some to their waists, and some went in over their heads 
and. swam for the shore... And all the while the German planes continued to 
roar in from the sun to bomb and strafe, The ship borne anti-aircraft units, 
sent up a terrific barrage* but nobody in the l jQk was watching for hits — 
they were too busy getting ashore and seeking cover. 

Two days later, the regiment 'was -ordered to the right flank of the. 
beachhead where German elements had forced the withdrawal of Third Division 
reconnaissance units in the vicinity of bridges number Two and number Five 
over the .Mussolini Canal c , > 

Near bridge number -Five, Lt» Col, W* R„ Williams, . commanding the 1st 

Battalion, ordered B Company to attack the Germans in the vicinity. After 
an unsuccessful attempt to take the bridge, a platoon of A Company was 
committed along with a platoon of" tanks*. Four hours later, with the aid of 
tanks and 57mm guns manned by the 376, the enemy was pushed across the canal 
and bridge number Five was secured, ' 

In the vicinity of bridge number Tito, Lt. Col. L, G. Freeman, commanding 
the 3rd Battalion, committed I Company to clear the. sector. The company was 
ambushed, however, and forced to t ake up defensive -positions. At dawn of the 
2l[th, I. Company, now reinforced by -a platoon of tanks and naval gunfire from 
'the sea, counter-attacked front ally while G and II Companies ^ brought, the 
enemy under cross fire from the flanks. Two hours later the enemy, after 
suffering 6?" killed, ?3 wounded, 33 prisoners,- two halftracks knocked- out and 
one - captured, was driven back to the other side of the canal, $Q\\ casualties 
were two men killed, three wounded, and .none missing. 

Following days found the regiment pa.tro3.ling actively and oo nsolidating 
its line along the Imssolini Canal. It waf .then decided to attack the town 
of Borgo Piave, an important road center that came to be known as the "spider' 
because of the five main roads that joined in the city, 

'At 1330 pn January 25>, all three battalions . moved out in the attack. 

The 1st Battalion attacked Sessano, the 3rd Battalion Borgo Sabatino, and 
the 2nd Battalion made. the main drive for Borgo Piave, The 3rd Battalion 
attained its objective and, pushed strong combat patrols to the North and 
East supported by naval gunfire. Tlio 1st Battalion encountered stiff 
opposition and heavy enemy artillery firoj nevertheless, a small group of 
C Company men did roach the objective — Gessa.no, The 2nd Battalion, support- " 
ed by a rolling barrage, reached Borgo Piave and D Company pushed 200 yards' 
East of the town... " However, the encisy - cotintcr-rattaoked with - an armored 
force of about five tanks and eight flak, wagons and isolated D Company from 
the remainder of the battalion. Upon order from the Third Division, the 2nd 
Battalion withdrew to the Hussolini Canal leaving behind a strong combat 
outpost and several tank-hunting teams, D Company, after suffering heavy 
losses, subsequently infiltrated through the -enemy's encirclement and re- 
gained their own lines c 

As a, result of these operations, the. regiment had gained outpost posi- 
tions on the ether side of the canal, but generally speaking, had not ad- 
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vancod any appreciable distance — tho MIR still remaining along the Fussolini 
Canal. 

.after a -.reck of holding end attacking along n front extending from 
bridge v number Five south to the sea, the was relieved in this sector. by 
the 17^th Infantry, The 3rd Battalion was attached to the First Armored 
Division and sent to the northern (British) flank of the beachhead, while 
the remainder of tho 'Goribat Team was sent North of bridge nuribcr Five to ' . 
participate in an attach scheduled to take place in the Third Division sector, 

■ The 3rd Battalion, after, several ' .hoys in reserve •with the First lermor- 
cd Division, was corouittod yrf.th tho British hirst (Chiards) Division in the 
Carrpceto sector. German artillery fire in this area v/as' unusually intense 
and it was here that the encra^ lav.ncb.od his moin drive to push tho beach- 
head into the sco»* defter one of the heaviest ' ai»txllery- barrvagos ever ox*- 
perianccd by 3'0h men, the Ociracns began their attack in the ear Day hours of 
February 19 Uh.' On successive days British units wore cut off from the 
3rd- Battalion, which wad forced to T&thdrsa/ to the fanc-us "factory" in 
liassoliidds r;onder-tawn of Aprilia, Enemy railroad guns and dive bombers 
then concentrated their- efforts on the 3rd .Battalion garrison. The para- , 
troopers suffered severe casualties, -cart by the tine enemy infantry moved 
in, the companies had been reduced in strength to bet', to on 20 and 30 men. 

Fierce hand-to-hand fighting ensued, in which the paratroopers by sheer 
determination and courage, were able to repel repeated Gormen onslaughts, 
Rather than remain in the exposed positions in which' they iaa? f ound them- 
selves, they withdrew to a railroad underpass several Irandred yards behind 
the -"factory" and established defensive positions. H Conpany was ordered 
to attack and attempt the rescue of a 'British general who had been captured, . 
After bloody fighting, they recaptured tho general, only 'to find themselves " 
cut off fron friendly forces. I Ccnwany was then ordered to attack and 
make contact with H Company, The 16 men regaining in the oniony carried 
out this mission successfully and a semblance of order was restored to this 
sector — the' backbone of the German attack hod been broken. It was for this 
outstanding performance in tho period 8-12 February, .. that_ the 3rd Battalion 
was given one of - the first Presidential Citations in the s'kiropean Theater of 
Opero/bions. ■ . 

Tho remainder of the Combat Team, meanwhile, had- boon engaged in heavy 
fighting in the Third Division sector* On the January 30, the 1st and 2nd 
Battalions juried off in an attack that was to take them to the Ci stoma • 
River. Tho 1st Battalion led the way- and' encountered only light resistance 
as they passed through the' G-eroan entrust line. 'Scon after, however, as 
they noarcd their first bridge objective over- the mssolini Canal, they were 
engaged by strong enemy forces. The reserve coioeony was committed and the . 
encry driven back across tho strerr., first, bloving tho bridge behind him and 
thus- saving the paratroopers the trouble* 

hThile the 1st Battalion was consolidating its gains, the 2nd Battalion 
advanced along tho left flank of the 1st Battalion end under simxlar ^ 
circumstances, were ensraged by the enemy in the vicinity of -a briogc xartner 
up-stream. • Hero again, "tho enomy was forced to retreat across tho canal aitcr 
blowing the bridge behind thorn. The 2nd Battalion continued to attack to wc 
n-^rtb on the -heels of the retreating Gerrans, whe proceeded to blow another 
bridge— this time it was the bridge crying the Cistorna' River. The loss ^ 
of this bridge denied the pax^atroorjers any further support frnvi fnondlly 
tanks, a factor which caused the 2nd Battalion to halt its advance and dag 
■ in 'on the- far side of the river, ■ 

' Much enenv material in the form of halftracks, 75nm howitsers, small 
arris, one! vehicles was cither -canturod er d t .st?a: yod in this attack. Eighty 
prisoners wore taken with very heavy casualties inflicted upon the enemy. 
S'Oii losses wore comparatively Tight. 




For the remainder of their eight-Track stay on the. Anaio "beachhead 
J>OU ne n found themselves confronted with a defensive situation, rather than 
■offensive for which thoy had boon trained. With the exception of the first 
week of fighting on the beachhead, no appreciable advance' was made by our 
forces. It vras strictly trench-type warfare' characteristic of the First . 
World War, For the first time, f>ol; men were digging dugouts and living 
in then for v;coks at a time; barbed wire entanglements and mine fields in 
unusual depth covered all areas where the • enemy might conceivably tread; 
alternate positions wore prepared for any eventuality, and there were times 
when such an eventuality did not - 3Com toe remote, .all in all, this was net 
the type of combat £ or which the $0h "as psychologically suited. In fact, 
it was absolutely contrary to' the way that paratroopers had always boon 
•taught to fight, and so it w as with somothing more than the usual en- 
thusiasm that the rren of the $0h received "the order to embark from Anzio 
on March 23j for the trip to Nap 32 s 9 - 

•As the LST's loaded with paratroopers got under way, the Germans were 
dropping shells into the harbor, as though in some final frantic gesture- 
to keep the £0)4 from leaving; like a murderer's last stab at his executioner. 
This had been a costly campaign for the $Qk — but ten times as costly for. 
the enemy. During the eight-week period, 120 paratroopers were killed, 
Ij.10 wounded, and 60 missing in action. Many lessons had been learned at 
'Anzio, and many men had boon lost. It was a good place to bid farewell. 

-. After one uneventful night on the water, the small convoy turned in 
toward the coast and before long the port' of Poz^uoli, fren which the 
regiment had sailed on the mission tc Anaic, hove into sight. The big 
LST's nudged their noses up- to the boach, dropped their ramps, and the . 
already entrucked troops rolled out onto land again, • 

B-agnoli;, the bivouac area, was but fifteen minutes from the heart of 
Naples' by way' of the local railway system and. vras the site of the projected 
Italian World's Fair, ■ liany fine buildings, statues, and other architectural 
features typical of this type of exhibition were .in evidence. The $Qk was 
quartered in the modern, and only recently constructed Italian University , 
.for .the -education of Ethiopian students. The buildings of the university 
.were spacious and an excellent example of modern Italian designing. 

Once 'firmly ensconced: in their quarters at the university,, the ' regiment 
fell into a daily routine which for 'the most .part, consisted of very light 
training, turning in equipment, and taking off for Naolcs at" every 
opportunity, • General Clark reviewed the regiment at a ceremony, hold ia. 

. honor of the 3rd Battalion -and presented Col, ' Freeman, the battalion . 
commander, with a Presidential Unit Citation for the battalion's outstand- 
ing performance at-Carrocoto. ' 

It had been gene rally, assumed that the $0h would leave Italy and sail 
to England to rejoin the 82nd joirho mo . Division; however, up until the last 
moment the. hcocfui rumor that the regiment was on the way back to the States 
could still bo heard. On April 10, 19kh, the Combat Team moved by train _ 
into Naples whore they alighted at Garibaldi Station, marched d-rsra the Via 
Umborto to the water front, an d boarded the Capetown. Castle— a largo British 
ship of streamlined appearance., . 

The following morning' £oli men awoke to foci the throb - of the ship's 
engines beneath them and with the knowledge 'that Italy now obscured by a 
mist that hung against the horizon its -battles, its moments of sorrow and 
happiness, had become another chapter in the history of courage of the £Ohth 
Parachute Infantry. . v 




c. THE SOSTII PARACHUTE. INFANTRY 



1-. After many various' plans- had "been made to jump the Combat Tean, 
first near the VOLTURNO River., then on ROME., a final mission was received 
1U15>00B Sept, , I9I4.3. This mission as planned and executed involved jump- 
ing en the night of Sept. H4. and 1$- behind the lines of friendly troops, 
the VI Corps, then engaged to the North and East of PAESTUM, Italy. In 
describing- this operation .ia succeeding paragraphs the following points 
vail be disensaed: ■ 

A, Plans and operation of SO^'Ooisbat ?oaa 

B. a-.- Organisation of a Pathfinder Group 
f>«, -Equipnent of Pathfinder Or sup 

c. Plans for a^loywjht of personnel and equipment 
cE» Actual execution ..if plan 
' c. Results- achieved 

2* Plans and operation of Gc$$s$% -^tms - 

Fortunately the Corbet f t?oon on air alert status for a 
seven- (? : ) day period and all i&e #ivsiet,l lab^r that remained tc be done 
pricr to taking, off- was to kia-d. &$$£$a9r& bundles, which were already 
packed, and draw personnel chutes. rl5nc,aesignnents and take off air- 
dromes had previously boon designated, hoa'evor, a time schedule remained 
to be worked out. It was decided to take off and jump according to the 
-following plan: ■ 1 

' AIBPLAKES DEPARTURE ^IRDROiiS ■ DEPARTURE 

Pathfinder Group 3 AGR1GENTQ ' 2100 — ' 

3rd Bn rf . 36 CASTELVETRAEO . ' 2130 

Hq Go bOS -CT a CASTELVETRAKO 2l)r? 

Go "B%. 307 Engr Bn ' 9 BARIZSO • 2130 

2nd Bn 36 C03 ISO 21US' 

lst 1: ' n 36 B.JU3Z0 2200 . ? 

Drop times Were in general to follow sane sequence as units are listed 
above It was realized at the tine that co nsidcrablo difficulty would 
arise in regrouping -planes following the junta cf the &)Uth CS the night 
before, , 

Bn. and separate unit compandors were ass crab-left at 1600 nr.. given the 
situation and plan to bo executed. The DZ located just N cf the- - 
SOLOFROlffi River (S 78^699) was to be narked by a "T" of white lights. The 
horizontal line was to represent the "Go" line.- 

Units wore to assemble as follows: 

Pathfinder Group Center of limits 

*t(T~ ~— ■ — 

3rd En . H e a gG of DZ on red flare 

■■n Co . N17 cdgO of DZ-.-- 

£ nd . Bn S edge cf DZ on green flare ■ 

iinganecrs ■ s edge of DZ 

lst Bn . SW edge of DZ on white flash- 

light 

RESULTS OF THE OPERATION: ' . . ■ . 

u ^f T DEPARTURE TliVE ' DROP TUiE PIWJ4ES TfTqqnTrv 

.PatHfTndor Gr-mp • ' £^'^ > yiobl^G - 

3rd Bn ' 221,0 - 0110 ' h 

? q 9.?.. . _ _ 2240 . - . 0120 1 



Co M B", 307 Engr Bn 2330 ■ .' 1 4 







Cont. RESULTS OF TKE OPERATION 

UNIT DEPARTURE TIME DROP TH E PLUMES HESSING- 

2nd En • 2320 0130 

1st Bn . ■ 0100 02$$ 2 

Jumping , at: tu^lo: 600 - 900 foot 

Ifoonl ighl r" : 3/k Moon 

Course " "i Just inside N coast of Sicily, passed immediately N 

of Iff ETNA, then NE to coast of Italy, then N along 
coastline to uoint opposite SOL0-FR0NE River, then 

E to DZ* 

As a -unit the CT loaded and jumped without incident,'' The Bn. jump 
patterns were extremely small and with exceptions as noted, all personnel 
and equipment wore assembled in a remarkably short period of time (Wo Bn* 
taking more than 60 minutes to assemble). Jump casualties were extremely 
light* Of the seven (7) missing planes' four {h,J had turned back due to. 
faulty navigation, two (2) never got off the ground, and one (1) dropped 
its load near EB0LI, This- plane load later joined the CT in ft. PIES on 
Oct 1. • 

-The use of radar equipment was definitely, proven as most successful, A 
.more detailed description follows: .. " ' ' 

The narking of the DZ was satisfactory from the standpoint of results- 
achieved and the situation of jumping behind our own lines. It is 
believed, however, that under normal circumstances Krypton Lights or 
" Aldis Lamps, would be more practical from the security viewpoint. ' Smoke 
Pots as used consisted of gasoline and sand, and threw off a con- 
siderable flame ■ 

■Plane recognition was accomplished with Amber Lights on the underside 
of the wings. The lights wore easily visible from the ground. Plane for- 
mations flew directly over friendly ships in harbor at PAESTTJM, and also' 
over shore installations. Previous instructions to shore and naval gun 
crews had. been given - not to fire on transport aircraft, THSase instruct- 
ions with the additional aid of ;j±>er Recognition lights. v/oro most ne- 
cessary and no doubt helped prevent a- reoccurrence of the disaster, which 
met the 2nd Lift in the SICILIAN Operation two (2) months previous, 

' The use of flares by the 2nd and 3rd Bn 1 s, for assembling off the DZ- 
was most instrumental in the rapid assembly of their personnel, however, 
it is believed that ten (10) to twelve (12) flares are excessive and . 
should' be reduced to two- (2) at a maximum, Furthermore, if plane loads arc. 
sufficiently close to DZ, a -complete assembly by use of flash light .is pre- 
ferred. We later found that our ground signals wore easily visible to 
enemy, observation fifteen (l£) to- twenty (20) miles away where enemy gun 
installations were reported in position at the time* 

3. B* a Organization of a Pathfinder Group 

(1) When and -Atcrc Organjz c'c 1 ; One week prior to combat. 

(2) Personnel : Lt, Gel, Billingslca and two (2) radar "teams. 
(Sec' para c below for Organisation) 

(3) Training : 

(a) 'Largo proportion of personnel- i.e. same Rtidar 

Operators had made a previous tost of equipment .in a- 
■ practice operation (3G2100B Aug., 1 U3 ) ?,t ENFIBAVILLE, 
'"N Africa - (Known as "SNOWBALL 1 . 1 ),' In this operation the 

two (2) sots '.of radar were both ready for, operation • 

within five (f>) min. ■ after drop time, 




-. (b) One (1) wock at AGRIGENTO was spent with further 
famili arizing tcsns with equipment: nomenclature, 
operation end method of wearing same, Hon actually 
became pi'oficiont at sotting up equipment blindfolded 
in a few minutes. 

(c) Lt. Col, Billingsloa accompanied $6h C'-C for their 
jump the night previous. 

h . 'EQUIPMENT OF P/dlhFlKQER. GIO UP 

"(l) 2 sets, of radar equipment, each consisted of four (it.) 
parts: 

(a) Btry 12 Vo'l:b ? wet cell 

(b) Power r.v.-rt.r 

(c) Receiver and transmitter croup with detonator 
device.' 

■(d) /.crial 

• Sach set weighed about • $1 lbs fitted into a com- 
pact container knevra as- a leg pack, jumped en one 
man, Tvro (2) men wore required to work each set; 
one - (1) to jump -with equipment, and the ether to 
assist in setting up and provide a' safety factor 
for operation. Both men know how to opera-bo the 
equipment '.roll. 1 

(2).- One (1) beacon or radio compass device was packed in an 
k-$ • Container together with one (1) Aldis Lnpp. • The criminal idea was tc 
check the beacon and the radar, one against the other, and test the use- 
fulness of the lights > Lt the last minute the above ..container and contents 
were loft behind siicc the S09th Prcht Bn. was executing a c; mbat jmp the. 
same night using a beacon ;),nd interference was probable, 

.(3) Twelve (12-) Flash Lights, Government Issue. 

/ Pianos to bo loaded as follows: - o- . > -, ■ . * 

Fir st : Piano : '. Piloted by Lt. Col, .'Crouch':- .Jump Master CTcA. 

Gavin 1 

Lt d-oior, with one (1) radar sot to bo put into operation 
immediately o • • '■ ■ 

Lt. Col. Billingsloa, with one (l) SCR 5.36 to notify plane 
Mc. 2 in case of accident. 
Cpl ftoust.cn, to. assist Lt Kcnar 
" ; Cpl Fitzgerald, vdth team of two (2) men equipped with flash 
lights t--- augment DZ markings if necessary 
Two (2) rifle men from. 307 Engr Bn to provide security 

■-.-... ' i 

Second'' Plane : Pilot unknown - Jump master, Major Llulcahy 
with SCR $36 to provide communication with plane 'No, 1 
Cpl Huth, ...with one' (.1) radar .set to bo ready for operation 
■pending 'mishap to team in piano Tf Jo, ,1 

■ Cpl Girodo, to assist Cpl ftuth 

• : Same light and security Warns as Plane No, 1 , 

s 

• .Third Plane ; Piloted by .Ilaj Brown - Jump master Captain 
'Norton Us.pt .Wight • 

Lt -Cooporider,. in charge of light -crews . 

'(Crows to assemble on center ef DZ or center of. l, T H of 
' lights ) , 

■ 'Same light and security teams as plane No. 1. 
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d. ACTUAL EXECUTION OF PUNS; 

This Pathfinder group leaded at AGRIGENTO, Sicily at 2100 hr, 
after a. .brief conference, concerning the DZ location and a final review 
of each mans job* , It was evident at the time that the navigation of the 
lead plane would largely govern the results of the Pathfinder work. Our 
planes flew in a close "V" formation at an altitude from 6000 to. 7000 ft, 
from AGRIGENTO along a prescribed course until a few mile s off the coast 
of Italy. We crossed the coastline at about 1GQ0 ft, and jumped at 700 
ft* There wasn't any wind. The chutes came straight down near the center 
of the 'DZ. Groups assembled as planned without difficulty and without 
casualty. In three (3) minutes 'Lt Konar's radar sot was in operation, 
Cpl Huth (standing by) had his sot ready fcr operation. The flash lights 
were not needed as the gasoline sand fire signals were operating in -good 
crdcr, 

e. RESULTS ACHIEVED: 

From observation frcai the DZ and from later conversation with 
pilots and men ? the radar was the chief reason for such a successful jump, 
and without a doubt it was the nest successful jump the $0$ CT has ever 
made. In numerous cases .Squadrons and groups approached fron varied 
directions further indicating that the radar was instrumental in their 
locating the DZ, In almost every instance, however, the formation of 
plaios split the DZ and dropped their loads within £00 yds. cf its center, 

I would further like to emphasize that 'only the ability of the 
lead pilot of the Pathfinder Pianos to hit the DZ plus the efficient 
operation of radar made possible such a successful jump, 

/s/t/ JOHN NORTON 

Captain,' Infantry 

S-3 
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Section 6, Unit Reports. 
- — j — ~— — — --■ 

"• '505th Parachute Infantry Report 

2ND BN, 505 INF., COMBAT' REPORT 

J 

•October 4, 1943 ■ 

The 2nd battalion was alerted at O65O hour on October k> 1943* a nd at 0930 
hour all. of ■ the details were received from higher headquarters. The movement 
order was issued at : 0845 hour and at 1000 hour the battalion moved north froiiv' 
its present bivouac, area: a.t a point, opposite the Naples Airport the battalion 
entrucked on-30 British lorries at 1130 hour t at 1315 hour the battalion de- 
trucked 1000 yards west of GIUGLIAN0 IN C/lsFANIA and moved by foot 1^ miles 
west into a for¥/ard assembly area. D Company .■mounted British tanks and the bal- 
ance of the battalion moved out on foot at 1450 hour. 

The- battalion continued the march toward Villa Liturno until 2030 hour when '•" 
a Cp vies set up in farm house on south edge of Villa Liturno » F Company sent 
one platoon at 2045' hour to secure bridge, at the canal, and also a road block to 
the east and west' of -the village. Thosu patrols made first contact with the- 
enemy at 2116 hour in village square, but after firing several thousand rounds of 
automatic small arms' fire the 'enemy withdrew to the north and F Company continued 
on mission. '•■ E' Company bypassed the village and moved into defensive .position on 
north 1 edge, Harrassing enemy small arms fire continued through most of the night* 
Curing 'the night D Company returned^ to battalion control,. 

■ ; - ■'. October 5,' 1943 

At 0530 battalion continued attack; D, E, and F were 1/4 mile North of VILLA 
Li'iTERNO; D' Company made contact. They continued attack but were held up after 
300 yards by. strong enemy forces to the left of Street. E Company was- committed 
on left flank, cleaned' up situation and suffered light casualties from numerous ""'■-' 
booby traps placed in open fields and around buildings, and advance continued to 
bridge which was reached at 0830 hour. One section of a three section bridge was 
blown' Ih sjiite' of stubborn resistance from the platoon of F Company which had the 
previous night been. given "the mission to seize the bridge. The platoon did pre- 
vent the enemy from completely destroying the remaining two sections of the 
bridge,' :' : 

With E on the right, D on the left, and F in reserve the battalion pushed 
aggressively- 'forward .never losing contact with the enemy and at 1000 hour, the 
canal was reached where . or d6rs from higher command ' stopped our advance^ Battalion 
moved into' defensive position,- ' 

At 'I83O hour : platoons from D, E, and F- companies- were sent on patrol to re~ 
connoiter . routes to the; river, ' possible river crossings and any en'emy ; information. 
Patrols reported to Battalion CP. 

East patrol reported route passable, river approximately 25 yards wide, depth 
unknown and easy to bridge. They encountered small groups of enemy, 

C6nter patrol- wag- unable to reach river due to enemy activity, ■ ' 
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West patrol reported route 'passable, river approximately 60 yards wide, 
depth unknown, and difficult to bridge. They also encountered small groups of the 
enemy. '. ' _ • 

October 6, 1943 

At 0230 hour another platoon patrol from F Company was sent out to capture 
prisoners but returned at 0530 hour after being unable to contact enemy. 

At 0900 hour a platoon from F C^^uny was sent into «rnone to seize and se- 
cure the village and with the exception of artillery fire they encountered no 
enemy resistance. 

At 1130 hour the balance of F Company plus the 81mm mortar platoon was' ordered 
into the village, . . 

At I430 hour the 1st platoon of 15 Company was committed north along railroad 
to protect F Company's left flank. 

, At ' 1530 hour a very heavy enemy artillery concentration began ■ to fall on 
ARNONE and at 1540 hour F Company reported the enemy counter-attacking. Prisoners 
later volunteered information that one company was to -.attack 'the village from the 
west and they were to be reinforced by a battalion which was to cross the river. 

The balance of E Company was committed north along railroad at 1540 hour. At 
1600 hour the 1st platoon of E pompany hit the 'enemy' s ri^ht flank along the rail- 
road tracks in the vicinity of the railway station and at the same time the platoon 
of F Company covering the companys' viithdrawal struck back at the enemy crossing 
the river. Our artillery opened up all along the river and the. enemy was -stopped 
in his tracks o By 17OO hour E ^nd' F Companies- had withdrawn to road running east 
and west' 1000 yards- south of aHNONE and a defensive position established. 

At i847 hour a Company of the 1st 'battalion moved into E Company? s former- : '_ 
position oh the canal, 

Outposts were placed and with the exception of harassing enemy artillery fire 
the night was quiet, 

','■';_ : October 7, 1943 

At 0957 'hour E Company reported an enemy patrol crossing the river on the re-,, 
mains of the railroad bridge but bur artillery stopped any further action on the 
enemy's part. During the day our patrols were .active to the river and no 1 enemy 
were encountered. 

At 2130 hour the battalion was relieved by the 46th British Division and the 
battalion moved into bivouac 3/4 of a mile to the east of Villa Liturn'o. The night 
wa_s quiet. 

October 8, 1943 

jit 0630 hour the battalion entrucked on British lorries and returned to the 
City of Naples, The convoy arrived at 0930 hour. Tho > be lance of " the day 'was 
spent cleaning equipment. 




HSAPOU/^RTRHS FIftST BATTALION 
505th PAHaCHU! 1 ? ..SPANTAY 
i- 4 P0 469 # POSTM...8TI?,.. NE?f YORK, N.Y. 



11 October 1943 

Subject: Combat action First Battalion' October 4~9, 1943 Inclusive, 
To : S-3, 505 Parachute infantry/ 

1« . Following arc the accounts of activities cf 1st Bn. during the' above 
mentioned period.. 

At 0900 hour the Bn, moved by foot to Capuccini Airdrome in preparation 
f or movement by motor" to tho vicinity of Villa Litcrno where the 2nd Bn. had 
relieved a Bn» of tho 143rd Inf „ Tho effort was toward the Volturno River 
along the Villa Lit'erno---.rnone highway and tho 1st Bn ' v/as in regimental, re- • 
serve. 

^t 0600 Oct. 5 the Bn; moved cut. and at 083 reached Villa Litcrno set 
up the Bn, CP in the eastern outskirts of town and set 'up a defense straddling 
.the road north just out of town about 200 yards- ' <<L1 day tho Bn. received 
artillery fire, three casualties resulted, none fatal. 

-nt 1700 hour Bn. moved forward again and set up a defense to cover rear * 
and flanks of the 2nd Bn< Center of the defense was KJ 049706, right flank 
067700, left flank 032691. Bn, CP In. a farnhpuse 054704. On tho way to this 
position two casualties resulted from trip wires. 

Oct- 6-0800 hour Capt, Say or was seriously wounded by an "3" mine. 

"C"' Co. patrols, composed cf one p it-. toon, left early to reconnoiter 
th» coast road south of Cz^lls Volturno,, the town itself and the area between 
the Villa Liter no •-< rvaci^ voz d a;,c tic coast road. No enemy was contacted ex- 
cept for a few sniper a in Ctist." co^tuvno * Both bridges over canal immediately 
south of Castlcvolturro were blown,, ^t 2000 hour Co. attached to 2nd 
Bn. and moved out to join them at approximately 043717. 

Oct, 7-Two patrols were sent to reconnoiter as follows- one to reconnoiter 
.Grazzanise and the main roads between our own positions and Grazzanise, The 
other to reconnoiter Ca st.lovoltii.rno and the area between our own positions and 
Cas tl evplt urno . Patrol that' wont to Grazzanise reported on air- field with 
wrecked planes at 07:574 5 •• - n Grazzanise British B-eccnn units were contacted. 
A German patrol was o'no evnterod at La Socia. ^ short fire fight ensued, two 
Germans killed.- "he ether paorol reported heavy shelling of - Ca s telvolt urno buf 
no other enemy activities. Civilians report North bank of Volturno River heavil; 
mined. 

Continuous patrolling by "B' 1 Co. during the night protected both flanks 
of the 2nd Bn. on Sept. 7-8. Sept. 8 the Bni was relieved at 2030 hours by 
British, 3n, marched to Villa Literno, bivouacked Aast South iSast of thsro 
about 600 yards until 063Q hours when the Bn. departed in trucks for Naples, 
arrived in Maples approximately 1000 hours. 



. /a /t/ D**LE i'. ROYSDON 
Capt. 505 INF. 
' S-3 




HEADQUARTERS THIRD BATTALION 
505TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY 
• A. P.O. A69 

31 October 1943 



BATTALION HISTORICAL RECORD 
OCTOBER 1943 

On October 1st, 1943 ths Th5rd Battalion left forward assembly area at 
Torre-Del Annunziata at 07? .hour abe-a;-.-' British motor lorries and moved; Wort] 
toward Naples, on hij^iswy ?Jk>* .'<£ : . b^ldijd the 7th Araored Corps, reconnaissance 
units. At a temporary assiaWy area at Porfcici this battalion (less "I" 
Company) was given the ;aiss5 en at 1200 hour of escorting the Fifth Army 
CaviEander into the . city of. Kaples.. The battalion was employed as follows: 
One. (1) platoon of ''G ,: Company assigned as ^rmy Commander's personal guard, 
balance of battalion, to fellow in, convoy to the first stopping point, Piaaai 
Garibaldi., and deploy, immediately around perimeter of square as a civilian ■ 
mob control cordon, 

. /The above mission "was expedited on schedule and elicited the Army 
Commander* s commendation^ 

The battalion C. P» was established on Northwest Island of Piaaai Gari- 
baldi, The battalion (less "I" Company attached to the Scottish Grays, of the 
10th Armored Corps in the vicinity of SanGiorgio, Southeast of* Naples) was 
then dispatched to patrol previously assigned area of responsibility, this 
being accomplished by 1600 hour* Company was relieved of assignment and 

closed the battalion area at 0330 hour 2 October 1943- 

One platoon of "H" Company and one (1) section of .81mm mortar platoon 
was with-held from patrols and assigned a mission by the Battalion Commander; 
S-3 report comei-rung this nassi an quoted herewith: (other than stated hereir 
no contact was made with the enemy) rf 

(l) Following is the account of the action of Third Platoon Company 
"H", on an assigned mission to secure a reservoir that supplied the water for 
the city of Nap oil., 

At 1400 hours October lst e ' Major Krause ordered Lt. Ziegler to take 
a platoon of men and accompany him on a mission to secure, a water re- 
servoir that was alleged to be in German hands. The platoon with the. 
. Mortar platoon, of Headquarters Company attached, moved from the/Railway 
station at 1A00 hours, 1'ith the aid of a civilian guide they arrived 
on trucks at ,113509. The men detrucked and Major Krause gave Lt'» Zleglei 
the order to take his men to 212515 and determine if there were~>any 
Germans in the area. It was found that the Germans. 'had left' after blow- 
ing up the reservoir* 

i ; in investigation by Major Krause disclosed another important re- 
servoir in the nearby vicinity that was also alleged to be in German nan 
Major Krause then ordered Lt, Ziegler to take his platoon and investigate 
■ reservoir and prevent its destruction if it Were 'possible. The platoon 
moved out at 1525 hours. They arrived at 193518 at I63O hours. Lt. 
Ziegler took a six man patrol and moved to 197518,, The reservoir was 
found to be intact and civilians stated the Germans had left a few hours 
earlier, , The reservoir was left', guarded and the remainder of the platoor. 
was assembled at 193518. At 1800 hours a civilian reported that the Ger~ 



nans had prepared a bridgo for demolitions, and woro returning to blow 
it that night* Lt. Zioglor took four r.on and with tho civilian as a 
guide went to investigate tho BrWgo. Upon arrival there ho found tho 
charges. Ho ar ran sod for a guard at tho Brides all night, and returned 
to his platoon 0. P. At 020S00 the 7th Arrorod Force arrived and tho 
demolition charges -roro removed. Lt. Ziogl or vrith tv;o an as scouts 
ncvod out ahead of the British Reconna.isaan.co unit and at I9655I ca:::io 
in contact with a Gcrnan Kark 17 tank. 'The tank fired a few bursts v/itl 
ita Machine Guns and departed. Neither scouts cr tho officer vroro 
named by tho shots. Lt » Zioglor stayed '.. : ith the Reconnaissance unit 
until he returned to his oe -'■"■any area at 021400. 
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'(Co£i- ootad to 5 ;;a/ 1945) 

Di \/ J. S.J ! 'ii J 1 -^--'^ 

Enlisted 







Officers 


Ken 


TOTAL 


Killed in cr, „....* 


* • * * 


30 


230 


s 260 


Died of Wounds 


* » * « 








Prisoners cf '» ! ar ,.-,,„.,„ 4 . r . 


n * • * 


1 


IS 


19 


Missing in action .. ■> > ... 


r> * n « • 


- 


71 


71 


Kissing in action to Return to \h\ty , 


t <■ O it 6 


2 


62 


64 


Wounded * P , . » » . . . .. - - • • 


* a » C « 


24 


316 


340 


Wounded to Duty ...... 


v r a & * 


61 


7.39 


800 




TOTALS 


122 


1433 


1605 


UNIT TOTALS 








504th Parachute Infantry Regiment 










Killed in action ...... . . . . 


• * * • 


19 


loO 


179 


lci_cd of *^ou,nds ..... 


* * * * 


1 


33 


34 


Prisonous of Vjar , , . . . 


* * t » 


1 


13 


14 


Kissing in motion 


• A 4 P • 




61 


OX 


Hissing in action to Returned to Duty 


* s * 




10 


10 








223 


236 






51 


5«cl 


5 ,'2 




TO'i«LS 


85 


1021 


1106 


5 5 1 h_Pa ra chute In is ntry; Regiment 














4 


8 


12 


Died of V'founds , „ . . 


• a * * * 




4 


4 








1 


1 


Missing to Returned to Duty ...... 


* « * • y 


1 


22 


23 


bounded . , . « c ,„..,... ^ . . 


3 • * t 


3 


21 


24 


Wounded to Returned to Duty . . . . , 


* * f * 1 


3 


_1Q3 


JLL1 




to:. .is 




164 


175 


325th Glider Infantry Resident 














1 


15 


16 






1 


3 


4 








5 


5 


Missing in -taction .,...,..<,-, . 


* % e * 




4 


4 


Missing in action to Returned to Duty 


• • a * • 




1 


1 






1 


18 


19 


VJounded to Returned to Duty 


* • • * ■ 


i 




26 




TOTALS 


4 


71 


75 



Of floors Mori TOTAL 



507th Airborne Briginoer Battalion 



Killed in Action 1 5° 51 

Died of Wounds . . . . . • • . — 1 1 

1' is sing in Action, „■>... - 5 5 

Hissing in Action.' to tvoturncd to Duty . » « . 1 29 50 

Wound od • . ,« 1 17 18 

Wounded to Returned to Duty .,.<,.»,.. , 4 59 45 

TOTALS 7 121 128 

576th Parachute ^iold, Artill cry Batta lion 

Killed in Action 2 8 10 

Diod of '-founds- 1 5 6 

'•found od . . . 5 1^ 21 

Wounded to Returned to Duty ......... - _29 2 9 

8 66 



456th Parachuto Fiold Artillery Bat tal 



ion 

Killed in Action ..... 2 - 2 

Diod of '-founds 1 1 2 

"founded 1 7 8 

''■founded tc Roturnad to Duty ......... ^- 1 1 

TOTALS 4 9 15 

519th Glider Fiold Artillory Battalio n 

Killed in Action ....... 1 5 ^ 

bounded — ■ 7 7 

'.'found od to Returned to Duty 2 8 10 

TOTALS 5 18 21 

520th Glider Field Artillory Battalion 

Killed in Action .............. — ■ 4 4 

Wounded to Returned to Duty - 2_ 2 

TOTALS - 6 6 

80th A irborne Anti-Aircr a ft Battal inn 

Killed in Action 1 1 

Wounded to Duty ~ _1 _1 

TOTALS - 2 2 

407th Airborne .Quarter <;.?a, a tor Company 

Wounded - 6 6 

Wounded tc- Returned to Duty .. ~- _5_ _J5_ 

TOTALS - 99 

Hoad quarters Company 82 d Ajrborno Division 

Killed in Action - 1 1 

Wounded to Returned tc Duty ~- _1 _1 

TOTALS ----- 2 2 
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Enlisted 

Off icer a H on TQTAL 

^0~th Airborne Medi cal Co mpany 

Wounded - I 1 

82d Airborno Military Policq..PlatoQa 

Wounded 'to Returned to Duty - - - - - - 1 1 

Total Division Casualties • 122 148? 1605 




83D AIRBORNE ".'DIVISION 
IN 

SICILY A KB ITALY 
PART IV - DISTRIBUTION 



Airborne Head guar tors • Of f in os- Within , Pi vis i£n 



FAA' 


2 


CG 


1 


11th Abn Div 


2 


Asst.CS 


1 


IJth Abn Div 


2 


C/S ' 


1 


lOlat Abn Div 


2 






Prcht School 


2 


G-2 "■ 


1 

J- 


Abn Board 


2 




i 


508th Prcht Inf 


2 


G—4 

LT" ■ t 


T 

J. 








1 


Higher Head quarters 




Aft l?rl a 


1 






IG 


1 


AO of S, G-2 0PD, ■ 




Sig 


1 


War Dept. (Son. Staff 11 


Ohem 


1 


War Dept. 


3 


Fin 


1 






JA 


1 


Courtos y r Copies 




Div Burg 


1 






Ord 


1 


Gen. Marshall 


1 




' 1 


Goh. Eisenhower 


1 


SSO 


1 


G-on. Bradley 


1 


Engr 


1 


G-on. Patton 


1 


PRO 


2" 


Gon. Ridgway 


1 


Div A'ssn 


2' 


Gen. Koyes 


1 


D'iv Hi3"b 


2" 


Gon. Gavin 


5 


Hq- C'omdt' 


1 


Gon. Taylor 


l 


1 ea Field 


with Div 


Gon. Eaton 


1 


at time 


(Eat) 60 


Gen. March 


1 




Col, Tucker 


1 






Col . Skfeaan:-. 


1 






Col. Wienecke 


1 






Col. Billingslea 


l 






Col. Griffith 


1 







Units Within Division 

525th Gli Inf 50 

504th Prcht Inf 50 

505th Prcht Inf 50 
Hq & Hq Btry, D'iv 

Arty 10 

519th Gli FA 8 n 15 

JEOth Gli FA Bn 15 

576th Prcht FA Bn 15 

456th Prcht FA Bn 15 

507th Abn Engr Bn 15 

80th Abn AA Bn 15 

407th Abn QM Cc 5 
782d Abn Ord. feint 

Co 5 

507th Abn Med Co 5 

82d Abn Sig Co 5 

82 d Prcht Maint Co 5 

Hq Sp Trs- 2 

82d Abn Ren Plat 2 

82d Abn MP Plat 2 



PART V 



WORL D WAR II CAS11LTIS3 
PEG ORATIONS, CITATIO NS ■ 
(Also mio collanoous information.) 



. SECTION TITLE 

1 DAYS IN COMBAT 

2 CASt&LTISS 

5 AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 

^ CITATIONS 

a, NETHERLANDS CITATION 
_b.- BELGIUM CITATION 
5 COMMAND AND STAFF 

' 6 ASSIGNMENTS AND ATTACHMENTS 

7 , COMMAND POST LOCATIONS 



SECTION I 



SUMMARY OF DAYS IN COMBAT AREAS 



OPERATION 



(Note: The term "front line pos- 
itions" is used below as any per- 
iod of time in which a regimental 
combat team or. larger group of the 
Division,, whether or not detach- 
ed from the Division,, was in di- 
rect contact with enemy troops.) 



SICILY (HUSKY) 

(1) 10-14 July '43 

15-16 JuV '43 

17-24 July U3 , 

(a) 25 July - 19 Aug. '43 

Sub-Totals 



FRONT LINE 
POSITIONS 



5 
8 

(13) 



CORPS ARMY 
RESERVE RESERVE 



(2) 



26 
(26) 



TOTAL 



41 



(41) 



ITALY 

Naples-Foggie (Avalanche) 

(Giant) 
Rome-Arno (Shingle) 

(2) 14-18 Sept. '43 5 

(3) 16-25 Sent. '43 10 

(4) 18-24 Sept. '43 7 
■ (5) 25 Sept. - 2 Oct. '43 7 

(6) 4-7 Oct. '43 4 

(7) 27 Oct. - 25 Nov. '43 30 

(8) 6 Dec. '43 - 1 Jan. '44 27 

(9) 22 Jan. - 23 March '44 62 
(10) (b) 3 Oct. - 19 Nov. '43 tuet) 

Net Sub-Totals (142) 



163 



21 
(21) 



(163) 



NORMANDY (NEPTUNE) 

6 June - 8 July ' 44 
9-11 July '44 
12-13 July '44 

Sub-Totals 



33 



(33) 



38 



3 

(3) 



(2) 



(38) 



OPERATION 



HOLLAND (FARKST) 
(Rhineland) 
17 Sept. - 15 Nov. '44 



FROL'T LINE 
POSITIONS 



58 



CORPS 
RESERVE 



ar.:y 

RESERVE 



TOTAL 



58 



ARDENNES 
18- ; Doc. '44 -'11 Jan 
12-2? Jan. '45 
28 Jan. - 4 Fob. '45 
5 Feb,. .. 
'6-18 Feb, '45 

Sub- Total a 



25 
8 
15 
(46) 



65 



16 
1 

(17) 



(65) 



CENTRAL EUROPE ' 
4-16 April '45 ' 

(c) 17-25 April '45' 
26-27 April '45 

28 April —8 May '4j 

(d) 9 Kay —1 June" '45 



Sub-Total a 



15 



11 



(24) 



24 
(55) 



(2) 



59 



(59) 



GRAND TOTALS 



516 



55 



51 



422 



TOTAL DAYS IN COMBAT AREA - 3Y YEAR: 



1945 — l4l 
1944 —-175 ' ' 
194.'5 — 108 

TOTAL 422 ' 

TOTAL-" DAYS TN'CONBAT AREA AS A RESULT OF 



AIRBORNE DEPLOYMENT 



SICILY 
ITALY 
NORNANDY 
HOLLAND 

' TOTAL 



41 
20 
58 
58 

157 



GROUND DEPLOYMENT 



ITALY 
ARDENNES 
CENTRAL' . 
EUROPE 

TOTAL 



145 
65 

265 
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'OTSS 

(1) 505, 504 Prcht RCTs 

(2) — 504 s 505 Prcht RCTg 
(5) 525 Gli RCT 

(4) — Div on right flank of Fifth Army 

(5) Div on S or r onto Ric^e and Kaplep Plain 

(6) — 505 Prcht RCT on Voiturno River. 

(7) _„ 504 Prcht RCT in loernia Sector. 

(8) —,-504 Prcht RCT in Venafro Sector. 

(9) 504 Prcht RCT on Anzio Beachhead. 

(10) — Ket, doe3 not include periods 4-7 Oct '4? or 27 Oct. - 25 
liov* '4j 

(a) — Aloo occupational duty in 'Vaotern Sicily* 

(b) — . Aloo occupational duty in I T aplea. D090 not include per- 

iod a 504 Prcht RCT vnz in Cor pa or Army reserve aftor 
Div proper left Italy* 

( c) Aloo occupational duty in Cologne, Germny,' area. 

(d) — Also occupational duty in Ludvrignluct, Gorsany, area. 



f, 0n tho firct day of the year of final victory in 
Europe, the Battalion wan relieved of tho attachment to VII 
Corps, Jd Armored Divio ion, and attached to XVIII Corps 
(Airborne), 82d Airborne Division* These were truly fighting 
men. A oquad of the 82d Airborne Divio ion will take on a 
company of the Ger ran Army, an 82d Airborne Division Company 
will take on a German Battalion, and to assign any unit of 
the 82d Airborne Division an objective is to know that tho 
objective will be taken and held." (Excerpt fron "Victory 
TD ,: ', the unit history of the 628th Tank Destroyer Battalion) 




SECTION 2 



CA SUALTIES 

a » Avorago ca sualty,, rats i The 82d Airborne Division occupied front lino 
positions for a total of 5 16 days and suffered a total of 19,586 casualties of 
all typos, an average of 6l ,98 casualties for oach day, on tho basis of com- 
putations made 28 May 19^5 > 

(1) An avorago of 4 a 85 men were missing in action, oach day. 

(2) An avorago of 59-88 men wore wounded each day. 
(5) An average of 8.8 men wore injured oach day* 

(4) An avorago of 8.45 men woro killed in action or diod of woisnds 
oach day. 



b» Casualties by campaign s Figures available as of 25 October 1945 show 
that only 106 individuals of the 82d Airborne Division are still listed as 
"Missing in Action", all others listed earlier as "Missing" having been libera- 
ted from prison camps or legally declared dead. A tabulation of casualties on 
this basis, however, would not present a true picture of the Division's status 
during the particular campaign, and two sets of computations therefore are 
given below. _ t t 

CAMPAIGN . MISS.IMj WOUNDED IN INJURED IN KILLED IN ACTION 

111 '■ ' ACTION . ACTION ' DIED Of V/OUNDS 

ACTION ■ Not Rtd " Not Rtd 
Rtd Rtd 



*' SICILY 


48 


474 


556 


X 


, X 


197 


: * ITALY 


75 


1140 


799 


X 


.X 


509 


* . .NORMANDY 


661 


2575 


155^ 


704 


502 


1142 


* . HOLLAND 


622 


1796 


821 


527 


196 


555 


**ARDENNES & 














, RHINE LAND 


101 


,2075 


I056 


609 


564 


440 


♦♦CENTRAL 














EUROPE 


50 


168 


54 


49 


51 


42' 


TOTALS 


1555 


.8024 


4580 


1689 


1095 


2665 






' 12,604 


2,782 



* 



** 



Corrected to 12' December 1944 



Corrected to 26 Ib.'y 19'4p 
x -- r Figures not kept for these campaigns 
Not Rt'd — Did not return to Division 
Rtd — Returned to Division „ '■ '. 




Computations corrected on the basis of official reports received to 25 
October 19^5* . - 



CAMPAIGN 



MISSING IN ACTION 



KILLED IN ACTION 
OR 

DIED OF BOUNDS 





12 


206 


ITALY 


2 


527 


NORMANDY ■ 





1 j 282 


HOLLAND ■ 


80. 


658 


ARDENNES &> 
RHINELAND 


• 7 


.67O 


CENTRAL 
EUROPE 


5 


75 



TOTALS 



106 



3/228 



On the last day of its' -last campaign the 82d Airborne Division liberated 
five of its soldiers who had been captured in Sicily and' later had been "hired 
out" to German farmers as farm hands. 
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c. Casualties by unit (corrected to 28 May 1945) ! 



UNIT MIA, WOUOTSD OTJ UPJS D KTA 

Nob Ktd Not Rtd or 

Etd Rtd DOT 



THv Kn 


4 


1 1 


1 1 





4 


4 


Div Hn On 


1 


15 
^P 


10 


Q 

y 


7 


1 7 


82 'Abn MP Plat 




4 


2 






1 


525 Gli Inf 


190 


1256 


751 


291 


181 


580 


504 Prcht Inf 


208 


I850 


1122 


125 


85 


522 


505 Prcht Inf 


146 


1760 


1081 


557 


265 


465 


507 Prcht Inf 


557 


526 


27O 


96 


56 


251 


508 Prcht Inf 


512 


1280 


665 


466 


284 


551 


2 Bn 401 Gli Inf 


I65 


650 


274 


109 


56 


141 


Hq & Hq-Btry 




l? 



y 


c. 





I 


519 Gli PA. Bn 


44 


75 
(P 


45 
^P 


P 1 


^7 

P ( . 


P° 


520 Gli FA Bn 


49 


48 


50 


P ( 


?4 


P? 


^ 7^ Pv* ^>i+ T?A 


7 

( 


07 

y ( 


50 


lei 





/Co 


456 Prcht FA Bn 


1 


- _ 1 

104 


65 


16 


8 


44 


80 Abn A.l Bn 


17 


91 


57 


46 


40 


42' 


507 Abn E'ngr Bn 


54 


255 


140 


21 


14 


94 


407 Abn QH Co 




9 


5 








507 Abn Mod Co 


1 


12 


6 


15 


7 


7 


82 Abn Sig Co 


9 


5 


2 


22 


16 


11 


782 Abn Ord Maint 


Co 


l 


1 


1 


1 




82 Abn Ren Plat 


5 






6 


2 


5 



TOTALS 1555 8024 4530 1689 IO95 2665 



K0TES s The 507th Parachuto Infantry was attached for the N0RMANDI Campaign. 

The 508th Parachute Infantry was attached for the NORMANDY, HOLLAND, 
ARBENNEa & RKINELABD Campaigns. 

The 2d Battalion, 401st Glider Infantry, was attached to the 525th 
Glider Infantry (to giva the 525th a total of three battalions) in 
the NORMANDY, HOLLAND, ARD3NN 3S & RHINSLAND Campaigns and was abeorbe 
by the 525th on 1 March 1945 . 

Figures for the 82d Parachute Maintenance Company (Prov)'are included 
in those for other Parachute units* 



SECTION III- 



AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 



A. INDIV IDUAL DECORATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA 



CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR 



PRIVATE JOHN R. TOWLE 5Q4TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY 

(Posthumously. Gallantry in Action in Holland) 

1ST SERGEANT LEONARD A. FUNK 5Q8TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY 

(Gallantry in Action in the Ardennes) 



DISTINGUISHED. SWIC^ CROSS. 
-Denotes dak Leaf Cluster also' awarded 



NAME RANK, 

Atcheson, Robert B. ' ; Major 

Baldwin, Lewis N. Cpl. 

rBednarz, Walter , J* Cpl a 

^Billingslea, Charles E, Col. 

Clarke, James F. 2d Lt. 

Cook, Julian A. Lt, Col. 

Cymerys, Charles F. Cpl. . 

Del Grippo, Daniel T. Pfc. 

Doerfler, Eugene A. 1st Lt. 

Dunham, Don B, Major , 

Dustin, SheltonW. %t<, 

Fe3sler, "John H. -S/Sgt . 

■ Foley, John P. 1st Lt. 

Funk, Leonard A. 1st 3gt. 

tfGavin, James M. Major Gen. 

• Gilbert, Emmil P.. T/5 . 

Gordon, Oscar L. . 2d Lt. 

Gorham, Arthur F. Lt. Sol, 

Grenade, John Cpl, 

Gushue, Charles A. Sgt, 

Hanna, Roy M, 1st Lt, 

Harper, Lee W, Pvt. 

Harris, Wesley 0. Capt. 

' Harrison, Willard Major 

Henderson, Alvin H. S/Sgt, 

Holstoi, Raymond S. Pfc.- 

Hord, Shelby R, Pvt, . . 

Huerapfner, Milo C,, Pfc. 

Hughes, John A s 1st Lt» 

Jusek, Joseph J. Cpl* 

Kaiser, James L. Lt. Col, 

Karnap, Bernard E. 2d Lt, 

Kelley, Charles B, Pvt. 

Kellogg, William M. Capt. 



UNIT / 

504th Parachute Infantry 
456th parachute Field Artillery 

Battalion 
503th Parachute Infantry 

.325th Glider infantry 
507th Parachute Infantry 
504th; Parachute Infantry 
505th- Parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
505th Parachute Infantry 
504th : Parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
507th Parachute Infantry 

■ 50Sth Parachute Infantry 
503th Parachute Infantry 
505th. Parachute Infantry 
507th parachute Infantry 
5 05th, Par a chute Infantry 
505th Parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute. Infantry 
508th Parachute .Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
456th Parachute Field artillery 

Battalion 
307th Airborne Engineer ;-3f;tta 

Battalion 
504th Parachute Infantry 
500th Parachute Infantry 
'504th Parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
Division Headquarters Company 
507th parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
505th Parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
507^h Parachute Infantry 
-307th Airborne Engineer 
■ Battalion 
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EM _RANK 

Kero, William E. Sgt". 

Kiernan, James R a ' 1st Lt. 

KInsey, Paul S. 1st Lt. 

Kirby, Yarsel T/5 

Koss, Joseph M,' Pfc c , 

Krause^ Edward C 8 Lt. Col. 

Kumler^ Lyle K» Sgt, 

Larnin, George D„ l s t LU 

Lanseadel, William" G, pfc 

Lockwood^ John A„ Pvt 4 

Madlock, Hy F, 'Pvb fi 

Megellas, James ' 1st Lt 

Mendea, Louis G, Lt, Col. 

Myers, Joseph F, .1st Lt. 

Muz yn ski, Walter J, pfc, 

Nau, Charles E e ' Cpl, 

Ostberg, E.J, Lt. Col. 

Parris, Harold Li' Pfc 

Polette, Lloyd L. 1st Lt, 

Prager, Clarence' S/Sgt* 

Prager, Leonard A. lst Sgt. 

-*Ridgway, Matthew B. Major Gen. 

Roberts, Ernest T. Cpl* 

Rutledge, James A. T/Sgt* 

SSanford, Teddy A. Lt, Col. 

Sayre, Edwin M. Capt, 

Shanley, Thomas J. Lt. Col.. 

Sirovica, Frank L. S/sgt a 

Sprinkle, John I. 1st Lt e 

Stevens, Stanley E. S/Sgt* 

Swenson, John H. Lt., Col. 

Taylor, Stokes M. ' Cpl. 

TTerry, Dewitt.S. Sgt. 

^Tucker, Reuben H» Col,, 

-*Vandervoort, Benjamin H. Lt ( Col. 

Walsh, William P„ . S/Sgt. 

Wason, Donald B„ 2d Lt* 

Wertich, Jake L. 1st Lt. 

Ziegler, Harvey ■ lst Lt. ■ 

Zwingman, Otto K. Pvt 



UNIT 

307th Airborne Engineer 

Battalion 
504th' Parachute Infantry 
325th Glider Infantry 
507th. Parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
505th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute .infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
507th Parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
325th Glider Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
507th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
505th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
Division Headquarters 
508th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
325th Glider Infantry 
505th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
505th Parachute Infantry 
508ih Parachute Infantry 
325th Glider Infantry 
80th Airborne Anti-aircraft 

Battalion 
325th Glider Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
505th Parachute Infantry 
504th Parachute Infantry 
325th Glider Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
505th Parachute Infantry 
508th Parachute Infantry 
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"'87 ' SSMMftT' 0T DECORATI ONS ' OF' UNITED 

* * fTTr^r: 1 ";' !, . j, , 

" " " BY' CiUKPAIGN' ■ 



. NOTE : . Compilations lVste'd below' includ'e'B&cb "rations awarded through 
12' October 1945. Approximately '140 recommendations for decorations were 
being processed at that time. 

DECORATIONS 



CAMPAIGN 


MofH 


DSC ' 


LofM 


SS BS 


SICILY 9 July '43 - '19* Aug 43' 




V* ' " ' 10" ' 


... 9 


102 5 


ITALY 12 Sept 43 - 19 Nov 43 


■ t • , 


4' ■ 


"• 2 


58 59 


*22 Mar 44 ' ! 


* ■ 1 * * 1 








NORMANDY 6 Jun 44 - 12 Jul 44 




32 


11 


271 925 


HOLLAND 17 Sept 44-13 Nov 44 


1 


200 


3 


209 709 


BELGIUM 18 Dec 44 - 17 Feb 45 




II"- 


5 ■'■ 


169 396 


GERMANY 2 Apr 45 - 


1'- *■ ' 


• ' 2 ' 


...... 2 . , 

.. . - ., 


85 384 


TOTAL 


2 


79 


32 


894 2478 


*504th Parachute Infantry 










- ■ ■ BY '.UNIT 














Silver 


Bronze 


UNIT ■ MofH 


DSC 


LofM 


Star 


Star 


Hq 82d Abn Div 


4 


12 


11 


108 


MB Platoon 




1 


1 


5 


Pi*cht Maint Co 




1 




4 


307th Abn Med Co 




1 


9 


53. 


82d Abn Sig C ' ' ' 




'3 


I" " 


' 9 ' 


. 407th Abn QH Co 








5 


782d Abn Ord Maint Co' 




2 




17 


Recon Platoon 






4 


9 


307th Abn Engr Bn 


3 


2 


20 


.100 


325th Gu im v- 


10 


2 


95 


266 


80th Abn .AA Bn . .. . 


1 




A 


45 


319th Gli FA Bn 






. ■ 8 


45 


Hq Div Arty 




1 


5 


22 
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Silver Bronze 

UNIT ,. . ,. fclofH DSC LofM Star Star 



320th Gli FA Bn 10 54 

456th Frcht FA Bn 2 24 25 

376th Prcht Fa Bn 7 44 

504th Prcht Inf 1 20 2 200 428 

505th Prcht I n f 12 4 275 596 

Other 1 26 1 220 641 



TOTAL 2 78 32 894 2478 

C. SUMMARY OF DECORATIO NS OF 
' A LLIED QOVE RNi^ENTS 

AWARD NUMBER PRESENTED 

FRENCH 

Croix De Guerre A L'Ordre De L'Armee (Army Level) ................ 7 

Croix De Guerre L' Ordre De La Division (Division Level)., 3 

Ctfoix De Guerre A L'Ordre Du Regiment (Regimental Level)... .16 

Croix De Guerre Certificates. ... tf .. , 27 

53 

BRITI SH - 

.U/Eilitary Cr ss . . . , , • • • . • '6" 

Military Medal. «, .-. » .» * .....<...... ♦ H 

Distinguishe d Service Order. . , . , ...... ,....»<>. 2 

Distinguished Conduct Medal, „.*.<=.<■. •• » * • 23 

42 

RUSSIAN 

Order of Alexander Nevsky. . ....... 1 

Order of the Peoples War, 1st Degree ........ , 2 

Order of the Peoples War, 2nd Degree. , . 4 

Medal. For Valor. . . . . » .• 4 

Medal For Combat Service. ........... ....... __3 . 

14 

HOLLAND 

_____ — # 

ORANGE NASSAU IN 

Degree of Grand Officer. , »..»• 1 

Degree of Commander. ,».............•».••.•••<•,«••••«»».*•»••» • 1 

Degree of Officer... ..... c ........... . 5 

Military Will ems Order..........***... ,• 1° 

Bronze Lion. .. .................................. ....... .....».•••..••••»••*» 42 

Br ons e Cross .*.....».. .... .:. .... # ... f .*...,..•<« » » * 14 

73 



SECTION 4 

CITATIONS 

CITATIONS OF THE 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION AS A TOOLE 



THE NETHERLANDS — MILITAIRE WILLEMS 0RD2, DEGREE OF KNIGHT OF THE FOURTH 
CLASS. Awarded for gallantry inaction in the NETHERLANDS during the period 
17 September 1944 — 4 October 1944. (S ee Annex 4a) 

BELGIUM — THE FOURRAffERE 1940. Awarded for gallantry in action in BELGIUM 
in December 1944 and January and February 1945 in the ARDENNES s the 82d Airborne 
Division having been cited twice in the Order of the Day of the Belgian Army. 
(See Annex 4b)'' 

FRANCE — CITATION. For gallantry in action in NORMANDY. 

PRESIDENTIAL CITATIONS OF OKI 13 OF THE 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 



UNIT 

Division Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company 

525th Glider Infantry 

1b t Battalion, 504th Parachute 
Infantry (Less Company A) 

Company A, 504th Parachute Infantry 

Jd Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry 

505th Parachute Infantry 

507th Parachute Infantry (Attached) 

508th Parachute Infantry (Attached) 

Headquarters and Headquarters 
Battery, 82d Airborne Division 
Artillery 

519th Glider Field Artillery Battalion 

520th Glider Field Artillery Battalion 

82 d Airborne Signal Company 

507th Airborne Medical Company 

Headquarters and Batteries A,B, and C, 
80th Airborne Antiaircraft Battalion 

Companies A and B, 507th Airborne 
Engineer Battalion 



CAMPAIGN 
Norirandy 

Normandy 
Ardennes 

Central Europe 

Rome-Arno (Anzio) 

Normandy 

Normandy 

Normandy 

Normandy 

Normandy 
Normandy 
Normandy 
Normandy 
Normandy 

Normandy 
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MERITORIOU S SERVICE PLAQUES AWARDED UNITS 

407th A irbor|ie Quartermaster Company 

507th Airborne Medical Company 

782d Airborne Ordnance Maintenance Company 

82 d Parachute Maintenance Company 

666th Quartermaster Truck Company (Attached) 



PRISONERS OF WAR 
CAPTUR3 D 3Y THE 
82D AIRBORNE DIY IS I ON 



CAMPA TON 


NO. OF P.f 


SICILY 


25,191 


ITALY 


74 


NORMANDY 


2,159 


HOLLAND 


2,995 


ARDENNES 


4,529 


CENTRAL EUROPE 


148.152* 


TOTAL 


181, 100 



3 Figures include only prisoners of war processed through the 
'Division Prisoner' of T .fer Cage and do not include any prisoners 
captured by units of the Division while such units were detachec 
from the Division. The above figures thus *do not include pri- 
soners taken by the 505th Parachute ROT in the early days of 
SICILY, the 525th, 504th and 505th RCTs on the SALERNO BEACHHEAI 
or much of tho OHIUNZI PASS sector, the 505th ROT on the VOL- 
TURNO, or the 504th ROT in tho ISER1IIA , VENAFRO or ANZIO sector r 

*The figure of 148,152 prisoners captured in the CENTRAL EUROPi 
Campaign include an estimated 144,000 captured when the German 
Twenty-First Army- surrendered to the 82d Airborne Division at 
- LUOTIGSLUST, GERMANY 




HEADQUARTERS 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 
Office of the 'Division Commander ' ,'. ; 

t 

: APO 469 U. S. Army ' 

12 October 1945 

GENERAL ORDERS ) 

NUMBER 125 . ) . SECTION 

NETHERLANDS • DECREE, DATED 8 OCT 1945, AWARD OF THE "MILITAIRE 

WILLEKS ORDE" - '_ - _ . - _ I 

MINISTERIAL DECREE, NETHERLANDS GOVERNMENT, . 8 OCT 1945, - 
BEARING OF THE ORANGE LANYARD, ROYAL NETHERLAND ARMY jj . . 

I — NETHERLANDS DECREE ; 

Announcement is mad 6 of the Netherlands award of the '"Mil ita ire Willoms- 
Ordo", degroo of Knight of tho fourth class, to the 82d Airborne Division. The' 
Netherlands Decreo, dated 8. October 1945, is hereby quoted! 

"WE 'TIL HELM INA, by tho Grace of God, Queen of the Netherlands., Princess 'of 
Orange-Nassau, etc., ptc, etc. 

On the recommendation of Our Ministers of "/far and for Foreign Affair's, dated 
October J, 19.45, Secret Nr.Y.22; 

In accordance with tho provisions of tho amended Act of April' JO,' I8I5, Nr.* 
(Statue-Book Nr. 55); 

In view of the clause 18 of tho Regulations of administration and discipl'in: 
for the "Militairo Willems Ordo"; as laid down in the Royal Decree of Juno 25, 
1815, Nr. 10; ' 

Considering that the 8£d Airborne Division of tho United States-Army, during 
the airborne operations a.-d tho ensuing fighting actions, in the central part' of 
the Netherlands in tho period from September. 17 to October 4, 1944, excelled in 
performing thetosks, allotted to it, with tact, coupled with "Superior iga-llah&ry, 
self-sacrifice' and loyalty; J ' 

Considering also, that tho actions, fought by tho aforesaid Division, took 
■place in the area of NIJMEGENj 

HAVE APPROVED AND ORDERED: 

1. To decree, that tho Divisional Colours of tho 82d Airborne Division of the 
..United States :Army shall bo decorated with the "Militairo Will ems- Orde" ', 
. degroo of Knight of tho fourth class; 

2;i To authorize the Division to carry in its Divisional Colours tho namo of tho 
; town of 

■ ' NIJf'iSGEN 1944 ' 

Our Ministers of War and for Foreign Affairs are, each for his own part, in 
charge of the execution of this Decree, copy of which shall be sent to the 
Chancellor of the Netherlands Orders of Knighthood. 

THE HAGUE, October 8, 1945 
■ ri ■ (sgd.) "JILHELhlNA . 
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THE MINISTER OP WAS 1 ^ 

(sgd.) J. KEIJNEN i 
THE 'MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

(sgd.) VAN KLEFFENS 

: Conformable to the original, 
tho Director of the Cabinet of the Queen, 
(agd.) VAN TSTS VAN GOUDRIAAN. 
For true translation, 
The acting Chancellor of the Nether lands Orders - 
of Knighthood, 
(sgd.) KOFFLSR." 

II — MINISTERIAL: D ECREE, NETHERLA NDS GOVERNl-iENT ; 

Ministerial Decree of the Netherlands Minister of War, dated 8 October 1?45, 
granting the personnel of the 62d Airborne Division, who participated in oper- 
ations during the period of 17 September to 4 October 1944, authority to wear 
tho ORANGE LANYARD of the Royal Nether lands' Amy is quoted} 

"MINISTERIAL DECREE OF THE NETHERLANDS MINISTER OF WAR, dated October 8 
1945, Soction III A, Secret No-X 25. 

The Minister of War coneidoring, that the outstanding performance of duty 
of the 82d Airborne Division, United States Army, during the airborne operations 
and tho ensuing fighting actions in the central part of the NETHERLANDS ' in the 
period froia September 17 to October 4, 1944, have induced HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
to decorate its -Divisional Colours with the "KILITAIRS WILLEL'S-ORDE" degree of 
Knight. of tho fourth class; CONSIDERING also, that it is desirable for each 
comber of tho Division, who took part in the afore-said operations, to possess- 
a lasting aenento of this glorious struggle; 

DECREES: that each -er.-ber of tho personnel of the 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION, 
UNITED STATES ARMY, who took part in the operations' in the area of NIJMEGEN in 
the period .from Septonber 17 to October 4, 1944, is allowed to wear the ORANGE 
LANYARD, as laid down in article 12jg of the Clothing Regulations/1944, of the 
Royal Netherlands Amy.' 

THE HAGUE, OCTOBER 8, 1945, 

. ' THE MINISTER OF WAR—" -> 

(Minister van Oorlog) 

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL GAVIN 1 



Ri Hi WIENECKE 
Colonel, GSC 
Chief of Staff 




DISTRIBUTION: 



"A". & "C" plus 5 to TAG (Attn: Decorations & Awards Branch, 

Munitions Bldg., Wash. 25, D. C.) 
2 to CG, USFET .(Roar) (Attn? Awards & Decorations- 
Branch, AG-Mil Pero Div)) 

1 to CG, US Hq Berlin District 

2 to CO, 45th MRU (Mobile) AFO 755 



HEADQUARTERS 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 
Office of the Division Commander 



\AP0 469, U.S. Army 
8 October 19^5 



GENERAL ORDERS ) 
NUMBER 125 ); 



Pursuant to authority contained in the Belgium Ministry of National De- 
fense Decree Humbcr 1034, dated 4 October 194^, announcement is made of tho 
award of tho fourragoro 1940 to tho 82 d Airborne Division and the 5^8 Parachute 
Infantry Regiment. Appropriate portions from the Decree are hereby quoted: 

"At tho proposal of tho Minister of National Defense, we have decreed and 
wo order: 

Article I; The 82d Airborne Division with tho 508th Parachute Infantry Regi 
mont attached is cited twico in the Order of the Day of tho Belgian Army and ia 
herewith given the fourragoro 19^0, for: 

'1. This elite Division which has gone with great elan through the' cam- 
paigns of Tunisia, Sicilyi Italy, Holland and Franco, has distinguished itsolf 
particularly in tho Battle of the Ardennes from December 17 to December 51, 1944. 
Called upon as a reinforcement by the Allied High Command in the evening of the 
17 December,'' at a time when the division- was in tho vicinity of Reims, tho Div- 
ision was '-a bio to take up combat positions, in the region of '.ferbomont only 24 
.hours later and this under very sovere climatic conditions. Progressing towards- 
Amblevo and the Salm, the Division opened and maintained a corridor for the ele- 
ments of four American Divisions which. were surrounded in tho vicinity of St. 
Vith, thus giving new courage to the engaged units. The Division had preventod- 
tho enomy from" pier cing the north flank of the pocket created by tho offonsivo 
of Von Rundatedt and thusly succeeded in saving the city of Liege and its sur- 
roundings from a second occupation by tho Germans. 

2-., After .having '.excelled in defensive warfare at tho banks of tho Salm and 
the, Amblove and after having repelled successfully tho repeated attacks of the 
best German shocktroop.s, tho 82 'd Airborne Division with' tho 508th .Parachute In- 
fantry Regiment attached, in spite of extreme cold and oxoossively deep snow, 
wont on tho offensive themselves and advanced, to tho German bordor, capturing 
2500 Gorman prisoners, including 5 battalion commanders. This fighting was ex- 
tremely valorous as the organic composition of tho Division handicappod tho unit 
considerably, not having at their disposal, as any other Infantry Division would 
havo, heavy -capons to support their attack. During 2j days, under most painful 
and adverse conditions, the veterans of tho 82d Airborno Division did not cease 
to give a wonderful example of courage and- heroism, exemplifying thoir fighting 
spirit by several remarkably brilliant actions. By' its valor, tho Division wrote 
another page in heroic annals, of Allied Airborne troops and rendered an important 
service to Belgium and to tho Allied cause by establishing tho necessary basis 
for tho new pursuit of tho enemy towards tho Rhine River. 1 

Article 2 : The Minister of National Dofonso is herewith ordered to oxecute 
the decree. 
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GO No 125 Hq 82d Abn Div APO 46? US Array dtd 8 Oct 4^ contd. 

For the Rodent: 

' • - Tho Klniat'or of National Dofonso, 
Bignodj' L. Kundolcor-." : 
.. BY CXM-iAKD OF iLWOR-'- GSrCTAIi GAVEIs' ' 



OFFICIAL-: 



R. H • ".'/ISIISOKE 
Colonel,' 530 
Chiof of Staff 




lorn D. GRA1 
i-iajor, AGD 
Adjutant General 

DISTRIBUTOR 

"A l! &. " 1! - plue > to TAG (Attn! Decorations & Awards Branch, 
Ilunitions Bldg., '.fash. 2% D.C.) ' 
'2 to CG, USF2T (Roar) (Attn: Awards & Decorations. 
Branch, AG Kilite.ry Pora Div) - 
l.to OG, US Ha Borlin District ■ 
25" to CO, 508th Prcht Inf 




s ection 5 
comm and and staff 
82d infan tr y division 

AND 



8£D AIRBORNE DIVISION 

25 MARCH, , 1942 — 2g OCTOB . SP, 1945 

NOTE; Dates shown for promotion are datec of rank unlooo shown with an actoriok 
» (*).• If ahown with an asterisk tho da too aro dates cf acceptance of pro- 
, notion. , . 



COMMANDING GENERALS 

Major Gen. Onar N. Bradley 
Brig. Gqn. Matthew B. Ridgway 
Major Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway 
Brig. Gon. Janccs M. Gavin 
Major Gen. James M, Gavin 

ASSISTANT ' DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Brig. Grpn.- Matthew B. Ridgway 

Co;. Don F. Pratt- ■ . • ' 

Br j.g. Gen. William M, Miloy 

Col, Char lea L. Koorano, Jr. 

Brigo Gen*. Charles L, Koorans, Jr. 

Cbl » James M> Gavin 

Brig. Gen*' James M. Gavin 
■... Col, Ir.a P.. Swift. 
■ ; Brig. Gen, Ira 'P. "Swift , ; 

COMMANDING ; GEN ERAL S, DIVISION ARTILLERY 



Brig." Gon. Joseph' M. Swing 
Brig. Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor 
Col o ' Franis A . Ma'r ch 
Brig. Gon; Maxwell D. Taylor 
C6l«, Francis A, March 
•Col i -Lemuel '.Mathowsorv 
Col, Francis A, March 
Brig Gen* Francis A. . Mar ch 



2 5 
26 

' 7 
28 
20 



' FROM 

March '42 
■June '42 
August ''42 
August '44 
October '44 



..TO' 

25 Juno l: 42 

5 August '42 ■ 
2 J Aijguct l 44 
19 October ^44 
To Date 



25 Juno '42 . 
15 August '42 
15 January '4j 
6 February ,' 4j 
February '45(MlA)ll' July ! 45- 
Octobor '4j 6 ' October 1 :45 



25 March '42 
j:. July '42- 
18 August '42 
17 January ! 45 

7 
4 
■* 7 

13 
20 



October 1 4j 
December '44 
March '45 



25 March '42 
*12 Do comb or 

6 October • 

7 February 
22 February 

3 May ! 44 
22 May '44 
16 November 



'42 
'45 
'44 
'44 



'44 



27. August '44 
19 March '*45 
2 September '45 



11 December '42 

5 October '4j 

6 February 
21 February 

7 May '44 
21 May ! 44 
15 November 
To Date 



'44 
'44 



44 



CHIEFS OF S TAFF - 

Colo C-oorge Van 'J. Pope 
■ Col, Maxwell D* T&ylor- : 
Lt/, Col. Ralph P. ; Eaton ' 
Col, Ralph' ?. Eaton 
Lt» . Col . Robert H. ; -Vfionocko 
Col. Robort 'Hi 'Jionocko 



25 March-' '42 
6 July '42' 

12. Deccmbo-r '42 
. 5 January ''45 

26 August '44 
29 -October '44 



5 July '42 
11 December '42 
4 January '4j 

27 August '45 ■ 

28 October '44 
■To Date 
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ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, (V I 

Lt. Col. Ralph P. Eaton (Acting) 
Major Ralph C. Cooper 
Capt. Frederick M. Schollhamner 
Major Frederick M s Schollhanrior 
Capt. Thomas- B. Kottorson (Acting) 
Capt. ThoKae B„ Kottorson 
- Major Thomas B. Ketterson 

Major Frederick .M» S, chollhammor 
Lt. Col, Frederick Mo Schellhammer 
Major Alfred W. Ireland 
Lt. Col. Alfred W, Ireland 

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF. G~2 

Major George E. Lynch 

Lt. Col. George E, Lynch 

Lt. Col. Whitfield Jack 

Lt. Col. 'falter V/. Winton, Jr. 

Major Michael K. Berkut (Acting) 

Major Paul E. Vaupel 

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF. G-5 

Major Willis S, Matthews 
Lt. Col. Willis S, Matthews 
Major Richard K. Boyd 
Lt. Col. Richard K. -Soyd 
Lt.Ool. Whitfield Jack 
Lt. Col. Paul L. Turner, Jr. 
Lt. Col. Robert H. Wlenocko 
Major John Norton 
Lt. Col, John Norton 

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF. G-4 



FROM 

25 March '42 ' 

5 fey x hl' 
22 Juno ! 42 
14 August '42 

9 September '42-: 
17 December '42 
50 January T 4j 
28 March '4j 
12 April T 4j 
28 August. '44' 

6 Novomber '44 



25 March '42 
*4 April '42 

2 October '4j 
28 August '44 

1 July ! 45 
19 July 



25 March '42 
*4 April '42 

6 July '42 
8 October '42 
20 August '4? 
2 October '4j' 
17 February '44 
28 August '44 

26 October '44 



TQ 

2' May '42 
21 June '42: 

15 August '42 
17 December '42' 

16 December '42 
29 Jamjar y '4j 
27 March '4j 

11 April -4' 

27 August.' 44 
5. November '44 
To Date 



5 April '42' 

26 September '43 

27 August '44 
20 June '4$ 
18 July '45 
To Date 



5" April '42 

5 July '42 

7 October '42 
19 August '43 

1 October '43 
16 February '44 
27 August '44 
25 October '44 
To Date 



Lt. Col.. Truman C. Thorson 

Major Robert H. Wienocke 

Lt. Col. Robert H. V/ienccke 

Major Bennie A. &inn 

Lt. Col. Bonnie A. Uinn 

Lf. Col. Frank \1 . Moorman (Acting) 

Lt. Col. Frank W. Moorman 

Major Albert G. Marin 

Lt, Col. Albert G- . Marin 



25 March '42 
19 August '42 

1 February '43 
17 February *44 

1 June '44 

7 June ! 44 
17 July '44 
28 August '44 
11 November '44 



18 August '42 , 
51 January '4j 
16 February '44 
51 May '44 
16 June '44 
16 July '44 
27 August '44 
10 November '44 
To Date 



ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF , G-5 (See also Military Government Officer) 



Major Arthur W. Seward, Jr, 
ADJUTANT GENERAL 

Lt. Col. Ralph P. Eaton 
Captain Raymond M. Britton 
Major Raymond M. Britton 
- Major John Poole 

Major Raymond M. Britton 



lj August '45 : 



25 March '42 
12 December '42 
JO January '4j 
17 February '4j 
lj March 



17 October '45 



11 December '42 
29 January '45 
16 February '4? 

12 March '4^ 
Jl January '44 




ADJUTANT GSN3RAL 



?HOM 



TO 



Lt. Col. Raymond M. Britton 
Major Maurice E. Stuart (Acting) 
Major Maurice E. Stuart 
Lt. Col. Maurice E. Stuart 
Major John D. Gray 

CHAPLAIN 

1st it.- Garner D. No land 
Major Charles '.'{. Lovin 
Capt.' George L» Riddle 
Major George. L.., Riddle 
Lt. Col. George L,' Riddle 
Captain. George B,« Wood 
Jfajor George B. Wood 

CHEMICAL OFFICER 

Major John P. Geiger 
■ Lt. Col. John P. Geiger 

FINANCE OFFICER 

Major Willian S. Johnson 
■Lit. Col. William E. Johnson 

HEADQUARTERS OQI-iMANDANT 



1 February '44 

2 February f 4j5 
22 February '45 
16 Kay ( 45 

*. July '45 



25 March x kZ'- 
50 March '42" 
9 February '4j 
1 March '4j 
1 February '44 
15 November '44 
22 January '45 



25 March '42 
*8 April '42 



25 March '42 
5 August '42" 



21 February l 4j5 
21 February f 45 
15 May '45 
50 June '45 
To Date 



29 March '42" 1 
8 February '4j 
1 March "45 
5 January '44 

12 November '44 

21 January '45 

To Date 



7 April '42 
To Date . 



2 August '42" 
To Date ■ 



Capt. Jean G. Callahan 
Major Jean G. Callahan 
Capt*. 'John H« Swenson 
Major' John H. Swenson 
Capt ,1.' William C. Shrove 
Capt. '.'falter H. Chandler, Jr. 
Capt. Don 0, Faith, Jr. 
Major Don C. Faith, Jr. 
Capt. William H. Johnoon 
Major William H. Johnson 
Capt. George J.- Claussen 
Major' Lawrence L. Lynch 

INSPECTOR GENERAL 

Lt. Col. Wil lard S« Wadolton 
Lt.Col. Chard es F. Barrett, Jr. 
Lt.- Col. Frank P. Dunnington 
Capt. ■ William F. Jones' • 
Lt. "Col. Edward S. Nelson, Jr. 

JUDGE 'ADVOCATE GEiiERAL 



25 March ''.42. 
*8 April '42 
14 August '!42 
14 September '42 
21 February '43 
21 August l 45 
18 January l 44 
10 May '44 
24 August '44 
7 October '44 
1 March '45. 
1 July ! 45 



25 March '42 

9 September '42^ 
28 August '44 
17 March '45 

1 July '4:5 



7 April .'42: 
13 August '42 ' 
15 September '42 
20 February '4j 

2 August '45 
17 January '44 

9 Fay '44 
25 August '44 

6 October '44 
28 February '45 
JO June '45 
To Date 



8 September ! 42~ 
27 August '44 
16 March '45 
JO June '45 ' 
To Date 



Major Eugono G. Gushing 
Lt. Col. Eugene G. Cushing 
'Cdpf. Oaqimir D. Moss 
Major Casinir D. M033 
Lt. Col .Casinir D. 'Moss 
Major Nicholas S. Allen 



25 March '42 
9 July "42 

15 August '42 
7 Soptor.ber'42 
5' April '43- ' 

28 August '44 " 



8 July '42^ 
14 August '42 ' 

6 September r 42 

2 April '43 
27 August '44. 

6 December '44 



; ;Xt.,. q e l Nicholas 2. All on 
' jlfa.j or Robert F. H. Pollock 

' QRDHANOS OFFICER 

Capt. Joshua A, Finkel 
- v-Ma-jor" Jochv. A. Finkol 
Lt. Col, Joshua A. Finkol 
/'.Major Mayo 3. Silvcy ' 
. Lt. Col. Mayo S, Silvoy 
'.Lt-. Cel. Rayrjcmd Snith 

PROtfOST MARSHAL 

Major Joan 0. Callahan 
Capt. John H. Swonaon 
, .Major John H, S wens on 
, "Oa.pt. '.'/i-lliaa' P. Bowdon 
Major 'Vil-lian P. Bowden 
Major Frederick G. McCcllua 
Major- Paul E. Vaupel 
_ . Capt Robert B. Patterson 

QliiRTERMAS TSR 

. Lt. Col, Samuel H. Bakor 
Major Eric H. Land or s 
Lt. Col. Erie H. Landers 
1st Lt. Harvoy M. Lifsot 
Major John Mohrnan 
Lt. Col. John '.7. Mohrnan 
, Lt. Col. Raynchd H, Tiffany 
Major Sanucl M, Mays 

SIGNAL OFFICER 

, Capt. Frank •'.'/" « Mccrr.an 
'. Major Fra-nk ■ W. Moor nan 

Lt. Col. Frank Mo or ran 
■ Capt.; Robert E« Furnan 
Major Robert E. Furnan. 
;;Lt...Col. R<-b :.:>-.+ E. Furnan 
' • "Lt. Col...: Jo'sc^h P. Ahem 

special .ssavi-c-5 'officer 

,",-lo£, Lt. ; Harold A. Shebeck 
'.Capt. Ha-Eold A; Shebeck 
1st Lt. Shirley H. Dix 
-.r-fept'. Frodorick G. McCollun 
Major Frederick G. McColluu 
,. .Capt. Rudri'ck.-R. -Otto 
, , Ma j or ' Rud r i ck R . ' tt o 
' Ma jpr,. Sanuol Hi Mays" ' 
'. Cap^t.- -John T. . Elliott" 



. 7 .Doc pub or '44 
1-7 October '4j 



25 March '42 
4 April '42 

pO Ncvorbor .'42. 

15 Docor.bor '44 

20 March .'45 
1 July" '45 



25 March '42 
14 August x k2 
14 September '42 
20 October »42" 
50. January '45 
7 January '44 
25. May '45 
19 July '45 



25. March '42 
- 15 August '42 
50 Ncvcnber '42 
19 March '4j 
24 March '4? 
19 Novonbor '4j 

1 July '45 
21 September '45 



2p March '42 
*4 April '4-2 

8 October '42 
17 July '44 

8 September '44 

1 March !4^ 

1 July '45: 



25 March '42 

4 August '42 
21 Docenber '42 

5 March '4j 
19. Sopt. 

7 January '44 
. 1 September .'44 

1- July '45, 
21' Septonbor '4-5 



16 October • '4? 
To Date 



5 April '42 

29 Novor.bor '42 
12 Dccoribor '44 
19 March '45 

30 Juno '45 
To Data 



.1? August '42 
13 Soptonbor '42 
19 October '42 
29 January '45 
6 January '44 
22'. May '45 
18. July: ! 45 
To Da to 



14 August '42 : 
29 Novonbor '42 
16 March '4j 
25 March '4j 
18 November '45 
JO. Juno. '45 
2 Soptonbor '45 
To Dato 



5 April '42 
7 October '42 

16 July '44 
7 Soptonbor '44 

28 February '45 

50 Juno '45 

To .Dato 



5 Auguot '42 . 
20 Docenbor '42 

2 March '4j 
18 .Soptonbor ! 4j 

6 January '44 
51 August '44 
50 Juno '45 

20 Soptonbor '4? 
To Dato 
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SURGEON 



FROM 



TO 



Lt. Col. Clifford' Boat 
Ma jor 'Woolcott L« Etlen.no 
Lt# Col. V/oolcott L, Stionno 
Major 'Gillian C. Lindctrom 
L't. Col. Nil Han C, Lindstron 

MILITARY GOVERNMEN T" OFFICE R (Soe also G~5) 

Capt. Potor Shcuvaloff 

Capt. Arthur Sovjard, Jr. (Acting). 

Capt. Arthur Soward, Jr. 

Ma j or Ar thur S owar d , Jr . 



25 March '42~ 
50 January '4? 

5 March ! 45 
28 August' '44 



8 Septcnber '44 To Date 



21 January '4j 

2 March '45 
27 August ■'■44 
7 September ! 44 



£2 May '44 
16 Doconbor '44 
26 Doconbor '44 
11 February.:' 45 

PARACHUTE MAINTENANCE OFFICER (Aphorized 1 March '4*5 ) 



Capt.. Janes E. Griffin 
Major, Jane a E. Griffin 



1 March 1 45 , . 
1 May '45 



26 December '44 
25 Doconbor '44 

11 February '45 

12 August. f 45 



50 April '45 

To Date 



CCM;:.^DIMG O FFI CER, 525TH INFANTRY (Redesignated 525th Glidor Infantry on 15 

August" 1942 . 



Col. Claud iuo Mi Eaalcy 

LtVCol. Joan,.D. Scott 

Lt. Col. Harry L, Lewis 

Lt. Col. Char.los.E.- Billingaloa, 

Col. Charloa E. Billinssl ca 



25 March '42 

28 July '42 
14 August '42 
22 August '44 

29 October '44 



27 July '42 
15 August '42"- 
21 August '44 

28 October '44 
To Dato 



COMMANDING OFFI CER, 526TH INFANTRY (REDESIGN ATED 52 6 TH GLIDER INFANTRY ON 
15 AUGUST/ 1942')' ."'TRANSFERR ED FROM DTVTSTON f)W 10- FEBRUARY 1945 ' 

Col. Stuart Cutlor ' "25 March '42 10 February '4$ 

COMMANDIN G OFFICER, 527TH INFANTRY ( TRANSFERRED FROM DIVISION ON' '15- AUGUST. 1942;. 
Col. Georgq S. V/ear . 25Karch'42" ' 15 August '42" 

C OMMANDING OFFICER." 504TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY (ASSIGNED TO DIVISION ON 1-5" 

AUGUST. 1942 Y. 



Col. Thoodorp L.JDunn 

LtCol ReubQja.fi. Tucker .. (Acting) 
Lt. Col. Reuben H. Tucker 
Col. Reuben H. Tucker 



15 August '42. 16 December '42- 
(Pate Rogt asgd to Div),' 

.1 December '42^ 15 December '42? 

16 Decenber '42 28 May- '4.5 . 
29 May '4j To Date 



COMMANDIN G OFFICER. 505^H PARACHUTE INFANTRY (ASSIGNED TO DIVISION ON 10 
FEBRUARY' '45. ' 



Col . Janes M. Gavin 
Lt. Col. Herbert F, Ba'tchclor 
L%- Col . • 'fii 1 ian ' E / Sicca n ' • ' 
Col. Gillian E. Eknan' 



6 July '42 
5 October ! 4j 
22 ^March" '44 
22 July '44 , 



4 October '4j 
21 March ! 44 
21 July '44 ; 
To Date 
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MHIVMMMLd 



EXECUTIVE OFFICER, DIVISION AR TILLERY FROM 



■TO 



Col. Sidney F. Dunn 

Lt. Col.' Franc io.. A. March 

Col. Francio A. March 

Lt. Cc;l*. Willian H. Bor-toctr 

Col. Francis A. March 

Lt. Col. 'filliar. H. Bcrtbch 

Cel. '"fillian H. Borto^h . , 

Lt. Col. Uilbur M, Griffith' 

Col.' ■ '.HI bur K. Griffith ' 



25 March -'42 . 
6 January '43 
16 January '43 

6 October '43 - 

7 February '4-3 
21 February '44 
10 Juno '44 

25 Soptonbcr '.44 
16 February '45 



5 January '45 
lp January '43 

5 October '45' 

6 February "44 
21 February '44 . 

9 Juno '44 . ■' 
24 September.. '44' 
15 February : '45 
Tc Date 



COMMANDING OFFICER, 5I9TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION (REDESIGNATED 319TH GLIDER 
FIELD-ARTILLERY BATTALION CM 13 AUGUST, 1942) ,. : ; 



Lt. Col. 'Villian H. Sorts ch 
Major Ja'r/.os C. Todd 
Major Jane 3 C. Todd . 
Lt. Col. Janes C. Todd 
Lti'Col. Joseph U, Keating 
Major Dantos'A. York 



25 March '42 5 October.' 45 

6 .October '43 6 February: '44 

21 February '44 29 Juno '44 

30 Juno '44 30 Juno '45 

- 1 July '43 16 October '45 

17 October '45 To Data 



COMMANDING OFFICER. 320TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION (REDESIGNATED 520TH GLIDER 
FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION ON 13 AUG US T . 1942.) 



Lt,.. Cel. Francis A. March 
Major. Paul. E. bright -• •.. 
Lt. Col. Paul E. "/righ'f 



25 March '42 5 January '43 

6 January '43 9 April '43 
10 April '43 To Date 



/ CO MMANDING OFFICER, 32 1ST FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION ( TRANSFERRED FROM DIVISION 
ON ■ 13 AUGUST. 19^3) . ■ 

Lt. Col. John"'/, "'orko '25 March '42 '-..15 August '42~ 

COMMANDING OFFICER. 907TH FIELD-ARTILLERY -BATTALION ( TRANSFERRED FROM DIVISION 



ON 15 AUGUST. 1942 ) 

Lt."Col. John E. Ray 
Major Ephraini H. McLbroora . 
Lt. Col. 'Ephraim H. McLemore 



25 Iferch '42 
20. June '42 
15 July '42 



19 June '42? 

14 July '42 

15 August 



COMMANDING OFFICER, 576TH PARACHUTE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION (ACTIVATED. AND 



ASSIGNED' TO DIVISION* 15 AUGUST .'42) , 

Capt. Paul E. Wrigh^ . .. . .' 

Major Paul E. bright '.■''■■ : ■ ' " _ 
Capt. Robert H. Neptune (Acting)' 
Major Wilbur M. Griffith '. • ■, ' 
Lt. Col. '-/ilbur M, Griffith. •' 
Major Robert ' 1 .'/, Neptune ' - 
Lt. Col. Robert .*T. .Neptun6 
Maj-or. Herbert H. Champlin 



.16 August '42 
18 Auguot '42 
21. October '42 
,4 January , '43 

P March ',43 
23 September, ;'44 
11 Hovocbqr : '44 

1 July '45 



17 August '42' 
20 October '42- : 

3 January '43 

8 ferch '43 
24 September '44 

10 November '44 
30 June '45 

To Date 




COMMANDING OFFICER, 456TH PARACHUTE FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALI ON (AS SIGNED TO 

r— t it t n — Tr i -|| i III' 1 ■ 1 ^ ■— l.-g-,.. -f^ n ^ :.i i mm . M r .,'^tfcgJI.l.T T'T^F7f"y ^ gX ^^^:^a„»J.jare3^BXilC^ -f^-^ii m-m-m-r ■ ■- 1^. l. 1 _^.„ || .... 1r . r | 



DIVISION OH 10- FEBRUARY .'43) . 

Lt, Col-. Harrison 3. Hard on, Jr. 

Major Hugh A. Koal 

Major V/agncr J. D'Allossio 

Lt. Colo ''/agnor J. D'AIlessiQ . 

Ma j or Fr ed or i ck J « S il voy 



FROM . 

10 February '4j 
5 August '45 

25 February '44 

50 Juno '44 
1 July '45 



TO 

2 August '45 
27 February '44 

29 June '44 ' 

30 Juno' '45 
To Date 



COMMANDING OFFICER, - 80 TH AIRBORNE AF T LI IR CR AFT BATTALION (ACTIVATED AMD 



ASSIGNED. TO DIVISION 5 SEPTEMBER '42 ), 

Major Whitflold Jack 

Lt. Col. 'Jhitfiold Jack 

Major Raynond S, Singleton (Acting)' 

Major Raymond E. Singloton 

Lt. Col . .Rayncnd E. Singloton 

Lt'. Col. John Paddock 

Major Choi co R. Ruckor 



5 Scptonber '42 
50 Eovoribor '42 

1 July. ! 4j 
2'0 Augunt '4j 

1 February "44 

1 July '45 
16 October ''45 



29 Novor.-bor '42' 
19 August ■ 
■,19 August 1 4? / . ■ 
51 January '44 
JO Juno '45 
15 October '45 
'To Date ' 



COMMANDING. OFFICER,' 307TH 3HGIFB3R BATTALION (REDESIGNATED 30?TH AIRBORNE 
ENGINEER "BA TTALION ON 1 ^ AUGUST 1942). 



L%, Col, Poter E. 3 or no 1 
Major Robort S, -Palnor 
Lt.- Col, Robort. -Si- Palr.or 
Major Edwin A. Bodoll 
Lt^ Col. Edwin A. Bodoll 



2p March '42 1J 

14 July '42 2.9 

50 Novor.bor '42 . 6 

7 Juno '44 26 

27 Ncvonbor '44 To 



COMMANDING OFFICER, ^TH MEDICAL BATTALION ( REDESIGNATED 307'TH 
MEDICAL COMPANY OH 15 AUGUST, 1942) • 



July ! 42 
Novo 1:1b or '42 
Juno '44 
November 1 44 
Da to 

AIRBORNE 



Major Clifford 3ost 
Lt. Cel." Clifford 'Boat 
Major Willian S. 'Jillians 
Lt. Col. '.'.'ili'iar. E. Lillians 
*.">. j. 'folcctt L. Etien.no 
Capt. Willian H. Houston 
Major '.tfillian H. Houston 
Capt. Jerry J. Belden 
Major Jerry J. Belden 
Capt. Hubert C , .Stewart 



fen 



!7i 



2 



k April '42 
21 iiay '42 , 

7 July ! 42' 
15 August '-:2 
JO Jamary ! 43 
5 March '4? 
7 June '44 
1 July <44 
1 July '45 



3 
20 
6 

14 

29 
2 

30 
30 
To 



1 hor 



'42 



Apri 
May 
July '42 
August '42' 
January '-'-J 
March 1 43 
Juno '44 (KIA)' 
June '44 
June '45 
Date 



COMMANDING OFFICER, 407TH QUARTERMASTER BkTTALIOM (REDESIGNATED 40?TH AIR BORNE 

QUARTERMASTER COMPANY ON 15 AUGUST, 194.2) . 

Capt. Harold E, Rose 
1st Lt. Samuel H. Mayes 
Capt Samuel H. Mayes 
Capt. Edgar F, Brooks 
Capt, Harold 0. Karberly 



15 


■August '42 


25 November 


'42 


26 


November '42 


24 March '43 




25 


March' '43 


28 February , 


'45 


1 


March. 1 45 


23 June '45 




24 


June "45 


To Date 





- 122 - 



'"''''iiiiiiiiiiiiiliiij 1 Hill 



COMMANDING OFFICER, ?fi?J) aIRBORNE ORDNANCE WiTNTSNA NCE COMPLY (ACTI V ATED (W 



6 OCT OBER ' 42) o 

1st Lt.Lee B, Gatlin 
•1st' Lt* Howard W. Crusey 
1st Lt„ William B, McGuire 
■ Capt t William B ;> McGuire 
lst'Ltt. Jeff Davis,, Jr. 
Capt„ Jeff Davis, Jr„ 
1st Lt« John D, Lecnard 
1st Lt. Robert L. Feinsod 



FROM 

6 October 42 
1 November ; 42 
22 November '42 

21 January '43'' 
9 May '43 ■ 

22 June '43 
17 April '45 

1 July '45 



TO 

31 October '42 
22 November '42 

20 January '43 
B May ^43- 

21 June '43 ■ 
16 April '45 
30 June '45 
To Date 



COMMANDING OFFICER, ^2D RECONNAISSANCE TROO P (I NACTIVATED ON 15 AUGUST 194g) 

Capt. John H. Svjonspn 25 Karch '42 14 August .'42 

COMMANDING OFFICER . 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION RECONNAISSANCE PLATOON (PROVISIONAL) . 



1st Lt. William 'C Shreve 
Capt. William C Shreve 
1st Lt. Roland' M. Hudson 
2d Lt.' Joseph V, Delias! 
1st Lt. Joseph V. Deiia si 



15 August ! 42 21 December '42 

22 December r 42 20 February '42 

21 February '42 3 August ,'43 
25 August '43 21 November '43 

22 November '43 23 February. '45 



COMMANDING OFFICER, S2D AIRBORNE RECONNAISS A NCE P LAT OON (ACTIVATED ON 1 ftABCH 1945 



1st Lt, Joseph V, Dellasi 
1st Lt, Kenneth M, Palmer 



1 larch '45 
1 July '45 



30 June '45 
To Date 



CO". "AND IN G OFFICER-, 82D SIGNAL COMPANY (REDESIGNATED 6 2D AIRBORNE SIGNAL. COM- 



PANY ON 15 AUGUST _ 1942 ) . 

1st Lt. Lester H, Clark 
Capt. Lester H. Clark 
1st Lt. Robert . Funaan 
Capt, Robert E. Furman 
1st Lt, Richard E. Nerf 
Capt. Richard 'E. Nerf 
■ 1st Lt. Theodore M» Shema 



25 M^rch '42 
10 April '42 

6 august '42 
13 April '43 
17 July '44 
17 October '44 

1 July '45 



9 April '42 
5 August '42 
12 April '43 
16 July '44 
16 October ! 44 
30 June '45 
To Date 



COMMANDING OFFICER. HEADQUARTERS COMPANY. 82D D IVISION (REDESIGNATED HEADQUARTERS 
COMPANY. '32D- AIRBORNE DIVISION. ON 15 AUGUST, 1942) 



Capt. Joan G . Callahan 
Major Jean Callahan 
C t *pt. John H, Swenson 
lijor John H. Svsenson 
.Capt, William C, Shreve 
Capt. Walter H. Chandler, Jr. 
1st Lt Goorge_ J, Claussen 
Capt. George J. Claussen 
Capt. Rpbert B, Patterson , 
1st Lt. William L. Stanley 
1st Lt. George 0, Roberts , 



25 March '42 

3 April '42 
14 August '4.2 ... 
14 September '42 
21 February '43 
21:August -'43 
18 January . ' 44 

1 June '44 • 

1 March '45 
19 'July '45 • 
21 august '45 



7 April '42 
13 August '42 
13 September '42 
20 February '43 
2 August '43 

17 January '44 
31 May '44 

28 February '45 

18 July '45 : 
20 August '45 
To Date 




COMMANDING OFFIC E R, HEAD QUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS BATTE RY, 82 D DIVISION ARTI LLERY 

( REDES IGNaTED HEA DQUAR TERS AN D HEADQUART ERS BA TT ERY, S2D AIRBORNE DIVISION 

aRTILLERY ON 15 AUGUST, 1943). FROM TO 

Capt„ John ,W. Smiley 25 March ; A2 6 June '42 

1st Lte'Tony Jo '&xibl 7 June '42 6 July '42 

Capt. Tony J, Raibl 7, July '42 30 June '45 

Capt,, James Lo Levis 1 July * 45 To Date 

COMMANDING OFFICE R, S2D MILITARY -POLIO B PLnTOOH (PuRT OF DIVISION HEADQUARTERS 

COaiPxJMY U NTIL aCT IVaTi^ a.S la'lbl'i^rtY .tAj Ul^ r x^i'uun, 82D INFANTRY DIVISION ON 

24 MAY »42. DI3BANDS D 15 AUGUST '42, ACTIVATED AS MILITARY P OL ICE PLATOON, 

82D aIRBQRNE DIV ISION ON 3 SEPTEMBER '■^■)o 

Capt. William P Bow don . 25 March '42. 20 October '42 

1st Lt Harold M, McLeod (Acting) 16 September '42 10 December '42 

1st Lt.. George E. Bankston 21 October '42 20 May '43 

2d Lt. Jacob H„ Sneiderman 21 May '43 16 November '43 

1st Lt. Jacob H. Sneiderman 17 November '43 20 July '44 

2d Lt,. John J. McGillivary 21 July 1 44 10 November '44 

1st Lt, John Jo McGdllivary 11 November '44 30 June ! 45 

1st Lt. James P. Logan 1 July 3 45 To Date 

C OMMANDING OFFICER , PARACHUTE KJNTENACE COMPANY (FROV ISIONaIj, 

Capt„ Albert G, Marin -1 November '43 1 June '44 

Capt. J arne3 E. Griffin 2 June '44 28 February '45 

CGklMANDING- OFFICER^ 82D PaiIACHUTE '.'AINIMANCE COMPANY (ACTIV ATED 1 MaRC H '45) . 

Cap t .. Wy lie Cooper 1 March '45 To Date 

COMkNDING OFFICER, SPE CI aL TROOPS, &2D aIRBORNE DIV ISION (aC TIVaTED 1 MaRCH '45) 

Major William H» Johnson " 1 March '45 30 June '45 

Lt. Col, Robert W e Johnson 1 July '45 ' T ° Date 

C OjCUNDING OFFICER., 82D INFaNTRY -DIVISI ON. INFaNTRY BaND (ACTIVaTED 27 APRIL '42, 

' REDESIGNATE D 52D aIRBORNE DIVIS ION INFaNTRY B aND 15 AUGUST f 42, REDESIGNATED 5Q4TH 

PaRaCHUTE INF^TRY R EPLANT BaND 6 JaNUaRY '4 3 3 INaCTIVaIeD l MaRCH ' 45) . 

VJO (.JG) O.rl A Moldenhauer 26 August '42 25 February '43 

CWO Carl A. Moldenhauer 26 February '43 28 February '45 

comman ding office r, S2D infantry division artil lery b ^nd (activated 27 afril '42 A , 

ri^ESI GNaTeD ggj j,I RBORNE DIVISION ARTILLERY BaND 15 AUG U ST ! 42,-, INACTIVATED 1 
MARCH '45). 

S/Sgt Ricardo So'dero' 27' April '42 20 October '42 

MO (JG) Wilbur -H. Hull 21 October '42 '19 March '44 

CVJO Wilbur H, Hall 20 March '44 28 February '45 
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COMMANDING' OFFICER, 82D AIRBORNE DIV I SION BaND (ACT Iff AT ED j MARCH '45) 

■ ■ ■ FROM TO 

CWO Carl a, Moldenhauer 1 liarch '45 30 June ' 45 

Wo John I. Venettoazi - 1 July '45 To Date 



The Division Medical Supply Officer, 1st Lt. ^rthur R. McHlpine, was 
supervising the storage of medical supplies at OUDJA, FRENCH M0RR0CC0, when 
he noticed a box that did not seem to belong with his ' supplies. Prying off 
the top, Lieutenant McAlpina discovered 000,000 worth of , 1, 000-franc notes 
issued by a French bank. in DaKhR. Several months later another box contain- 
ing ¥1,000,000 in francs was found among reserve Division supplies in BIZERTE, 
TUNISIA. 

. The two boxes were part of a huge shipment of new banknotes that were be- 
ing shipped by an American banknote company to the French bank. Somehow a 
total of 19 of the boxes, became mixed with American military, supplies being 
shipped to CASABLANCA. AH were ultimately recovered. 



SECTION 6 



AS SIGNMENTS, ATTACHMENT S AND DETACHMENTS 

A . ASSJ^MSNTJ^NJ^^ 

OR UNITS TO HIGHER HEA D 0.QA. R T SRS 



THEATERS OF OPERA TIONS 
North African Thoator of Operations (NATGUSA) 
European Thoator of Operations (ETOUSA) 



A.RKY GROUPS 

ARMY C -ROUP 
12th Array Group (U.S.) 
15th Amy Group (u.S, & Br , ) 

21st Army Group 



CAMFA IGNS 

Ardonnos and Central Europe 

Sicily, Italy (Naplos-Foggia 
and RoiaG-Arno) 

Normandy, Holland, Ardonnos 
Central Europe 



ARMIES 



ARMY 

First (U.S.) 

First Allied Airborne 

First(Canadian) 
Second (U.Sg) 
Socond (Br.") 
Third (U.'S.) 
Fifth (U.S.) 
Seventh (U.S.) 
Ninth (U.S.) 

Fifteenth (U.S.) 



CAMPAIGN OR LOCATION 
Normandy, Ardonnos 
England, Franco 
Holland 
U.S.A. 

Holland, Central Europe 
U.S.A. 

North Africa, Italy 
Sicily 

England, Central Europo (For 

Administratio 

Rhineland 



CORPS 



CORPS 


CAMPAIGN OR LOCATION 




JMorxn Alrica 


1st Airborne Corps (Brc) 


Holland 


xi u or ps \ u • a & y 


oic xiy 


Fr ovis ion&l C or ps 


D l.Cliy 


U U UI pa \_ VJ. [1L1.U _Ld» Q ^ 




III fi nw v\ ri 

iix vorps 


T?M rtol mnrl 


iv oorps 


TT C3 A 

U»o .A • 


if n /*ivt 

v oorps 


Ardennes and Rhinelsnd 


v i u or ps 


ixa iy 


1FTT P^Vi-V^rt 

v ii uor ps 


Normandy 


VTTT Onv^q rt * v 

V ill W iJX |JD 






ltd 1 y 


-l^-Tjii uurps ^ or • ; 


Central Europe, . 




North Ireland 


XVI Corps (U.S.) 


France 


XVIII Corps (Airborne) (U.S.) 


Ardennes, Central Europe 


XIX Corps (U.S.) 


Horth Ireland 


XXII Corps (U.S.) 


Rhineland 


50th Corps (Br.) 


Holland 


* * 


* 


B. UNITS 0? DIVISION ATTACHED 


TG OTHSR HEADQUARTERS 



SICILY >0;.;th Parachute RCT to 1st Infantry Division (U.S.) 

ITALY 525th Glider RCT, 504th and 505th Parachute RCTs 

to. : 56th Infantry Division .(U.S.) on Salerno Beach- 
• head ... 

525th Glider RCT, 504th Parachute RCT, 519th Glider 
Field Artillery Battalion, and Batteries D, E, and 
F, 80th Airborne Antiaircraft Battalion 5 to Ranger 
Task Force in-Chiunsi Pass Sector. 
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505th Parachute ROT to 2Jd Armored Brigade (Brt) 
South of Naples, 

505th Parachute RCT to 2Jd Armored Brigade (Br.) 
in Volturno River Sector. 

5Q4th Parachute RCT to j4th Infantry Division 
(.U.S.) and II Corps (U.S.); in Isernia and Venafro 
Sectors • 

504th Parachute ROT to 5& Infantry Division (U.S.) 
on Anzio Beachhead. 

HOLLA IE) 508th Parachute ROT to JOth Corps (Br.) north of 
Vfaal River . 

BELGIU M 505th Parachute RCT to V Corps in Hurtgen area. 

- UNITS ATTACHED TO THE 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 

NORTH AFRICA 
Complete records of attachments in North Africa 
are not currently available) 

2d Battalion, 5^9th Parachute Infantry 

._ Engineer Co, (^Ca^s) 

554th Quartermaster' Company (Depot) 

SICILY 

(Complete records of attachments in Sicily 
are not currently available) 

59th Regimental Combat Team 

26th Field Artillory Battalion 

54th Field Artillery Battalion 

62d Field Artillery Battalion 

77th Field Artillory Battalion 

20th Engineer Battalion (O) 

8jd Chemical Battalion (4.2" Mortar) 

ITALY 

(Complete, records of attachments in.Italy^ 

are not currently available) ' ' 

\ ' Jd Ranger Battalion (to 504th Parachute RCT.)'' 

-- G-hyrka Battalion, British (to 504th Parachute RCT) 
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Quarter master Truck Company 

Headquarters and' Headquarters Company, 2d Airborne Brigade 
(From 20 Ja nuary 1944 to 27 August. 1944). 

507th Parachute Infantry (From 20 January 1944 to 27 August 1944) 
508th Parachute Infantry (From 20 January 1944 to JO March 1945) 





HORi-'iANDY ' 




UNIT 


FROM ' ' y > 


TO 


Troop B, 4th Cav Ren Sqdh" 


1 Jur.o lp44 ■ 


25 June 1944 


87th Ariad FA Bn ■ ' 


"' 1 June 1944" ' 


8 Juno 1944 




.14 June 1944 


8 July 1944 


Qo C, 746th Tk Bn 


., . 1 June 1944 


11 June 1944 


Qo A , 746th Tk Bn 




e- 1 June 


Co A, 712th Tk Bn 


: 1 July 1944 


8 July 1944 


188th FA Bn 


12 June 1944 


8 July 1944 


I72d FA Bn 


16 June 1944 


19 June 1944 


Co 0, 899th TD Bn 


. . 1 June 1944 


■ 19 June 1944 


Co A, 607th TD Bn 


19 June 1944 


4 July 1944 


801 ID Bn 


50 June 1944 


. , , I' July 1944 


805 TD Bn 


1 July 1944 


8 July 1944 


Co B, 87th Chom Kortar 'Bn 


15 Juno- 1944 .. 


21 June 1944 


Co D, 86th Chera Mortar. Bn 


. 1 July 1944 


4 July 1944 



5809 QM Trk Co . .... 

5810 m Trk Co 

1st Plat 60Jd QM GR Co 

1 Plat, 464th Amb Co, Jlst Med Gp. 
495d Collecting Co, 179th Med Bn. 
574th Collecting Co, 50th Mod Bn. 
429th Litter Bearing Platoon 
591st Collecting Co 




HOLLAND 



UNIT 




FROM 




TO 


Unit A, 50th Field Hosp 


17 


September 


1944 




666th QM Trk Co 


19 


September 


1944 




1st Coldstream Gds Armd Bn (Br.) 


19 


S eptember 


1944 


22 September 1944 


5th Coldstream Ms Inf Bn (Br.) 


19 


September 


1944 


22 September 1944 


2d Irish Gds. Bn (Br.) 


19 


September 


1944 


22 September 1944 


Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry (Br.) 


19 


September 


1944 


10 October 1944 


Royals Recce Bn (Br.) 


19 


September 


1944 


9 October 1944 


Polish Prcht Brigade 


25 


September 


1944 


30 September 1944 


251st Brigade (Br.) 


30 


September 


1944 


.1 October 1944 


3d Gds Brigade (Br.) s 


30 


September 


1944 


1 October 1944 


5th Coldstream Gds Inf Bn (Br.) 


■ 50 


September 


1944 


10 October 1944 


79th FA Rcgt (Br.) 


30 


September 


1944 


2 October 1944 


304th AT Btry (Br.) 


50 


September 




3 October 1944 


506th Prcht Inf 


1 


October 1944 


3 October 1944 


502a Prcht Inf 


5 


October 1944 


4 October 1944 


130th Inf Brigade (Br.) 


5 


October 1944 


6 October 1944 


2d Gren Gds Bn (Br,) s 


6 


October 1944 


7 October 1944 


13/18 Hussars 


10 


October 1944 


10 November 1944 




ARDENNES 







Unit A, 50th Fiold Hosp. 

666th QM Trk Go 

Co C, 563d AAA AW Bn 

CC "B" , 9th Armd -Div 

Co B, 86th Cml Bn 

254th FA Bn 

551st Prcht Inf Bn 

703d. TD Bn » 
591st FA Bn 
740th Tk Bn 



18 Do camber 1944 

23 December 1944 

25 Docombor 1944 

20 December 1944 

25 December 1944 

20 Docombor 1944 

2'0 December 1944 

29 Do comber 1944 
27 January 1945 



25 December 1944 
24 December 1944 

11 January 1945 
18 February 1945, 

12 January I945. 

1 January 1945 
11 January 1945 

11 January 1945 
5 February 1945 
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UNIT 


FROM 


TO 


628th ID' Bin 


1 January 1945 


11 January 1945 


517th Prcht Inf 


1 January 1945 
1 February 1945 


11 January 1945 
4 February 1945 


6?4th AAA Bh 


5 February 1945 • 


18 February 1945 


887th Abn Engr Oo 


25 December 1944 


12 January 1945 


Co A, 87th Oral Bn 


25 January 1945 


5 February 1945 


64jd TD Bn 


25 January 1945 


51 January 1945 


400th Arind FA 3n 


25 January 1945 


18 February 1945 


52d Oav Ren Sqdn 


28 January 1945 


5 February 1945 


629th TD T Bn 


31 January 1945 


18 February 1945 




CENTRAL EUROPE 






341st Inf 


4 April 1945 


4 April 


1945 


4l7th FA G-p 


4 April 1945 


25 April 


1945 


746th FA Bn 


, . 4 April 1945 


25 April 


1945 


672d FA Bn 


4 April 1945 


14 April 


1945 


541 st FA Bn 


4 April 1945 


25 April 


1945 


■805th FA Bn 


4 April 1945 


16 April 


1945 


546 th FA . Bn 


11 April 1945 


16 April 


1945 


-790th ;FA' Bn 


10 April 1945 


14 April 


.1945 


74th.Cml.Gon Co 


4 April 1945 


21 April 


1945 


74th FA Bn 


18. April 1945 ■ 


25 April 


1945 


12th- TD G-p (Hq- only) 


18 April 1945 


25 April 


1945 


o,61st FA Bn 


18 April 1945 


25 April 


1945 


943d FA Bn 


18 April 1945 


25 April 


1945 


Jd' Co, 22d Belgian Fus Bn 


21 April 1945 


25 April 


1945 


294th FA Obs Bn 


25 April 1945 ■. 


25 April 


1945 


llJOth Engr C 3n 


25 April 1945 


26 Apr il 


1945 


280th FA ' Bn 


27 April 1945 


17 May 1945 


580th AAA AW 'Bn 


26 April 1945 
23 May 1'945 


2 Ma y_ 1945 
5 Juno 1945 


ljth Infantry 


28 April 1945 


1 May 1945 




UNIT 


FROM 


TO ____ 


k^d FA Bn . 


■28 April 1945 


1 May 1945 


604th TD Bn 


28~ April 1945 


15 May 1945 


Sqdn A, 4th Royal? (Br.) 


29 'April 1945 


2 May 1945 


740th Tk 3n 


29 'April 1945 


I May 1945' 


644th TD Bn 


29 "April 1945 


1 May 1945 


Op A, 69th 0ml Bn 


29 April 1945 


9 May 1945 


131st Inf 


50 April 1945 


1 May 1945 


56 th FA Bn 


50 April 1945 


1 May 1945 


0q C, 89th Cml Bn 


JO April 1945 


1 May 1945 


CO. " B" , 7th Armd Div 


1 May 1945 


4 May 1945 


205th FA Gp 


5 May 1945 


17 May 1945 


207th FA Bn 


5" May 1945 


17 May 1945 


768th FA Bn 


5 May 1945 


17 May 1945 



MILITARY INTELLI GENCE TEAMS ATTACHED 
IN ETO USa" 

82D Counter Intelligence) Corps Detachment 
Interrogator Prisoner of '.'for Team Ho, 40 
Interrogator Prisoner of 1'fo.r Team No. 4j 
Interrogator Prisoner of '.'far Toam No. 4j 
Interrogator Prisoner of 'far Toam No. 47 
Military Intelligence Interpreter Teas No. 412 
Order of Battle Toam No,- 16 
Photo Interpretation Team No. 5 
Photo Interpretation Toam No. 11 
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Date CP 
Opened 

25 Match '42 



02 October '42 
20 April "43 

28 April '43 

29 April '43 

10 May '43 , . 
12 May' 43 

25 June '43 

6 July »43 

10 July. '43 

17 July '43 

18 July '43 

19 July '43 

19 July .'43 

20 July .'43 

21 July- '43 

23 July '43 

19 August '43 
(During period Forward 



SECTIQM_7 
CQM&jND POST LOCATIONS 

OF THE 
S2D AIRBORN E Dr/ISION 

Place 

Claiborne , 
Louisiana 

Fcrt 'Bragg-, North Carolina 

Camp Edwards, Massachusetts. 

U.S. Transport George 
Washington, Staten Island, 
Now York 

U. S„ Transport George 
Washington 

NORTH AFRICA 

Camp Don B, Passage, 
Casablanca 

Oud ja 



Kairouan 
SICILY 

(Fwd) Aboard S.S. 
Monrovia 

(FWd) Gela 

(Fwd) East of Agrigento 
(Fwd) Near Port ^mpedocle 
(F W d) '.Vest of J-fontellegro 
(Fwd) V'icst of Ribera 
(Fwd) Northeast of Sciacca 
(Fwd) S, Margherita 
(Fwd) Traps ni 
Kairouan ' 



Country 
United States 

United' States 
United States 

United States 
At Sea 



French. Morro ceo 

French Morrocco 
(Part of Division 
camp e d in /vlg er ia ) 

Tunisia 



Sicily 

Sicily 

Sicily 

Sicily 

Sicily 

Sicily •■ 

Sicily 

Sicily 

Tunisia 



CP was in Sicily the rear CP remained at Kairouan) 




Date CP 
Opened 

02 September '43 
05 September '43 
IS September '43 



22 September '43 

26 September '43 

27 September '43 
29 September '43 

1 October '43 
19 November '43 

9 December '43 
14 February '44 
6 June '44 



14 June '44 

15 June '44 

17 June '44 

20 June '44 

2 July '44 

5 July '44 

12 July '44 

13 July '44 



ITALY 

Place 

Bizerte 

(Fwd) Licata 

(Fwd) Paestum 

(Rear) Termini 

(Base) tomiso 

(Rear Base No. l) Biaerte 

(Rear Base No. 2) Kairouan 

(Fwd) West of Castelcivita 

Amalfi ■ 

(Fwd) Chiunzi Pass 
Caste llamma re 
Naples 

U„S. transport Funston 

UNITED KI NGDOM 

Castle Dawson 

Braunstone Park., Leicester 

(Fwd) Wast of Ste. Mere 
Eglise 

(Base) Leicester 
N0RI£ANDY 

(Fwd) Hear Picauville 

(Fwd) North of Etienville 
(Rear) Viest of Etienville 

(Fwd) East of St. Sauveur 

Le Vicomte 
(Rear) West of Etienville 

(Fwd & Rear) South of 

Etienville 

(Fwd) Southwest of Etienville 
(Rear) South of Etienville 



Country 

Tunisia 

Sicily 

Italy 

Sicily 

Sicily 

Tunisia 

Tunisia 

Italy 

Italy 

Italy 

Italy 

Italy 

At Sea 

North Ireland 
England 



France 
England 



France 

France 
France 



France 
France 



France 

France 
France 



(Fwd) Auvrairie 
(Fwd & Rear) South of Etienville France 
Braunstone Park, Leicester England 



Data CP 

Opened 



l? September '44 
24 September '44 
14 November '44 



Place 
HOL LAND 

(Fv,'d) ^est of Groesbeek 
(Fwd) South of Nijmegen 
(Fwd & Base) Gamp Sissonne 
ARDENNES 



C ountry 

Netherlands 
Netherlands 
France 



18 December ''44 


(Fv;d) Vierbomont 


Belgium 


"1 O r* hmK o V* f ti /i 

±y ueoeuiDwi 


( Fw d) Ha b iemont 
(Rear) ^orbor.'.ont 


Belgium 
Belgiuiri 


21 December '44 


(Fwd) Lierneux 


Belgium 


22 December '44 


'" (Fwd & Hear) Bra 


Belgium 


24 December '44 


(Fwd) Habiemont 

(Roar) Chateau de Ville 


Belgium 
Belgium 


97 DpnembeT ' A4 


(Rear) Chevron 


Belgium 


29 December '44 


(Fvjd & Rear) Chevron 


Belgium 


3 January '45 


(Fvjd) B^ssibodeux 


Belgium 


■p January ij.^ 


' ' fFwd^i Abrefoataine 


Belgium 


10 January ! 45 


■ (Rear) Noncevoux 


Belgium 


11 January '45 


" "(Fwd & Rear) Noncevoux 


Belgium 


25 January '45 


(Fwd & Rear) Noncoveux 
(Main) Stavelot 


Belgium 
Belgium 


26 January '45 


(Fwd) Hunnage 


Belgium 


28 January '45 


(Fwd) Kedoll ' 


Belgium 


29 January '45 


(Fwd) ^ereth 
(Rear Fwd) ; Kedell 
(Rear & Main) Stavelot 


Belgium 
Belgium 


30 January '45 


'(Fwd) Holzheim 


Belgium 


5 February '45 


(Fwd) Viclsalm 

(Rear & Kain) Stavelot 


Belgium 
Belgium 


8 February '45 


(Fwd & Rear) Rott 
'■ "(Main)' Stavelot' 


Germany 
Be lgium 


'10 February - ; '45 


: (Fwd) Hurtgen 
. (Rear) Rott 
(Main) Stavelot 
(Base) Sissonne 


Germany 
Germany 
Belgium 
France 
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Date CP 
Opened 

18 February '45 

19 February '45 

2 April '45 ■■ 
27 April '45 

29, April '45 
.30 April '45 

1 May '45 

2 May '45 



3 Mciy '45 
15 May '45 

1 June '45 
15 June '45 
1 August '45 



Place 

(Fwd & Rear) Rett 

(All CPs) Sissonne 

CENTRAL EUROPE 

(Fw'd) Weiden 

(Fwd) Hohenzethen 
(Main) Weiden 

(Fwd) Bleckede 

(advance) '."j'endischthun 
(Fwd & Roar) Bleckede 

(Fwd) Nouhaus 
(Rear) Bleckede 

(Advance) ..Ludwigslust 
(Fwd) Nouiiaus 
(Rear) Bleckede 
(ifciin) Weiden 
(B...se) Sissonne 

(Fwd) Ludwigslust 
(Main) Wei don 

(Fwd & Main) Ludwigslust 

POST - HOS TILITIES 

Sissonne 

Epinal 

Berlin 



Country 
Germany 
France 

Germany 

Germany 
Germany 

Germany 

Germany 
Germany 

Germany 
Germany 

Germany 
Germany 
Germany 
Germany 
France 

Germany 
Germany 

Germany 



Franco 
France 
Germany 



At one time after the Italian campaign started troops of the S2d Airborne 
Division were fighting or camped at 17 different points in Italy, Sicily and 
North Africa, As late as 25 September 1943j troops of the Division were fight- 
ing, or camped in the. Galore River Valley and on Sele Beach, Sorrento Peninsula 
and the Isle D' Ischia in Italy j Termini and Comiso in Sicily, and Biaerte and 
Krirouan in North Africa. " 



ERRATA : 

On page 100 the Modal of • Honor 'listed for the" GERMANY Campaign 
should be listed under the BELGIUM campaign. 

On page 128 thy 508th Parachute Infantry should be listed as attached 
to the 7th Armored Division in the St. Vith area. 
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